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vIn leaving the ball at Westminster, 
De Liauncy with his son returned home, 
where his lady vras anxiously expecting 
him. He gave her no time to speak ; for 
throwing himself iQto a chair, he ex- 
claimed — *' I am undone! Accursed be 
the hour in which I entered upon this 
business ! instead of involving the inar 
in disgrace^ I have raised him to honour^ 
and even to be favoured with a private 
interview with the long. He will now 
have him to himsdft and arrange idS to 
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2 ST. Margaret's cave ; 

his own satisfaction. His insolence a 
pride were not without foundation ; 
I was, doubtless, some friend of Henr 

I before he came to the crown." 

" The king/' said Richard, " knew h 
not; that therefore could not be. I: 
cowl, indeed, was on, but it rather shad 
^ than concealed his features." 

" How to act," said De Launcy, *' 
know not. To stop the trial impendii 
on Margaret's account would at once b 
speak fear and guilt, and to cany it c 
involve us in shame and ruin." 

" Where is M argarefcnbw ?" asked lad 
De Launcy, in an agitated voice. 

** Curse on the friar's arts ! secure froi 

our power. She is at Bremen, in th 

sam^ convent with Isabel, under the pre 

tectioh of the abbess, who is niece to th 

^ pope." 

Lady De Launcy trembled with pas 
sion.— " Isabel," said she, ** shall instantly 
be sent tot home ; she has every di^posi 
tioh to ialct contrary to my wishes, and 
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OB, THE nun's STOBY. S 

by the advice of such assodates, she will 
become yet more self-willed." 

'* The friar is to be brought into court 
again to-morrow : he was found guilty 
of stealing Margaret, but the sentence 
will, at most, in the king's present frame 
of mind, be a fine. For Isabel, I think 
with yourself, it were better she was 
sent for immediately: select some of your 
women, and let them attend her; Richard, 
for her better seciuity, shall accompany 
them." 

This plan arranged, it was resolved to 
put it in execution on the morrow, at 
lenst as far as related to Richard's depar- 
ture. 

The uneasiness and anxiety of De 
Launcy would not suffer him to stay 
fix)m court. In the evening he repaired 
thither ; but all he could hear was, that 
Austin had been three hours- in the 
king's closet, and still remained there. 
With this intelligence he Vetumed to 

B 2 his 
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hisladjT. To her it was yet iMve ¥»ft^ 
ttous ; and, tuiaUe to eat «>r sleep, she 
{Mttsed the lioiirs in 1lio6e impleafiBtit te- 
flections l^fM sooner or Mer we tiie oan- 
sequetice of a devkftioii from I3ie paths 
of rectitude. 

AaiAin, condticted to the kiiig^ do- 
set, was 1^ to himself, hut in u libort 
tfane was joined by Hemy.^-**'* BViar,'' 
said he, '^ bdte fhy ^leat, and tfirofwteck 
^ cowl. Thou hast to^ay astoidsbed 
me: I have in vain endeavoured to MdA 
thy person to my r^nemhrance. That 
«word tiiou laxdst at my feet, I gave, w 
my pledge, at liie battle of BoswoMih, to 
Fitzwalter, and his friend, a young Oem 
man named De Hofflnan: they both 
bravdy fbught ^ me, aend much ^wtu I 
indebted to tSiem. The first hte Imif 
lAncebeen dead ; and for tlie second, tiboii 
art not he; for though, c«i a natrowssru- 
IJoiy, some idf "fiiy features resemble li^, 
yet it is tmposs3ble---4ie was tafler Hm 

thou 
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tbeu arty lusi &xm atbleticv kis^ visage flo* 
ii4 and tbx^ngb a German, posses^^d all 
the life and vivacity of a Frenehnciaiu'' 

" My U€ge,'' answered Austioi " sin 
ud s^krow, while tbey prey upoo. thi? 
coofciencelike a cankerworm^ undermuie 
the constitution, and dry up ihp aprings 
of life ; they bend tl^ body to. the earth, 
asd haaten <»i n, prematufe dd age. 
Alafi ! aH that vice and grief have left of 
Pe Hoffinan stands ^ow befiare you." 

** By voty &ith, it is scarcely to be be* 
^eved!" replied H^nify. **How! the 
ooiint De Hoffman, the bead of cnie of 
the mo9t notde hnmes in Germany, de* 
looting hloifii^ to a ^ligiow Ufe in a fo» 
leign country, wd living fi»r years in a 
solitary cave? I Aa3i be c£ the opinion 
of De Launey*<^it mn^ be im^ity 
ajLwe that eould tempt you to so strange 
a resolution*" 

** Alas!" said Austin^k ** insanity waa 
but the bc^ning of my puiiisl»nent 
My crime,'' continued he^ with a sigh 

' B S that 
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6 ST. MARGARET'S CAVE ; 

that agitated his whole frame, " was 
heinous, and dreadful has been the ex- 
piation/' 

" Friar," said the king, ** thou hast 
promised me thy confidence, and thou 
shalt not repent it. The debt of Bos- 
worth must be repaid.** 

" My liege,** replied Austin, ** the 
world and its.honours to me are dead for 
ever. When you hear the sad story I 
have to relate, you will view me in a 
different light. On the orphan Marga* 
ret confer that protection you would have 
granted her father : she is, as my soul 
shall answer, his lawful child, as can be 
proved by the oaths of two domestics, 
the confession of her expiring mother, 
and by the word of Fitz waiter, who has 
avowed it to me a thousand times.*' 

"She shall have justice : but at this 
moment, I am more interested on thy 
account than curious on hers. Inform 
me why thou didst turn fHar, and that 
too in the flower of thy age ?'* 

" Dead 
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" Dead in the opinion of all my 
Mends,'" answered the father, '* I might 
steal to the grave unknown, and my me- 
mory be safe from reproach ; but I will 
brave all for the orphan of my friend ; 
and while I disclose truths of myself 
that cause humanity to shrink, judge 
whether I would lie for another.'' 

" Though as yet my eye hardly ac- 
knowledges thee for the qnce-sprightly 
De Ho£Q»an, yet my heart incUn^ to 
yield thee belief: begin, therefore, thy 
story ; we are both men and sinners, and 
Heayen forefend I should judge heqrshly!" 

^' I thank you, my gracious liege. 
Yqu shall see iny heart as, openly as I 
lay it before my Creator; but while you 
condemn the sinner^ I pray you pity the 



man." 



So speaking, Austin folded his arms 
across his breast, pulled his hood over 
his brows, and began his relation. 
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CHAPTER 11. 



The Frim^s Story. 

'^ JoHNf oount De Hofibiaa, waii my 
father. Would that with his estate I 
bad inherited his virtues! but though I 
partook his bloody I was a stranger to 
the qualities cf his heart. Myself^ with 
a second son named Joseph, andadaugh- 
ter called Clarice, constituted the whole 
dT his femily. In my youth, I became 
aequfdnted with William Fitzwalter; 
we travelled together, and, animated by 
the haite of tyranny and oppression, at- 
tended your grace to England, and 
fought under your banner at the battle 
of Bosworth-field. There, my liege, your 
partiality made us proud, and we re* 

turned 
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tunied homei elated with the remem* 
branoe of having lent our feeble aid to* 
W9g^ the wmpletion of so great an 
event. Filzwalter went to Northumber* 
lapd* and I letuvned to Gemiany^ where 
I &nmd my fiitber in health, my brother 
Jooeph on tlie point of marriage, and my 
fiwter Clarice in the convent of St Maiy % 
Bremen. My duty paid to my &thar, 
J flew to efe Clarioe, whom I had ever 
tenderly loved. I found her the same 
dieeifiil good girl J left her« She had a 
oeiBipiliion about the age of seventeen, 
leeond dau^^ter to the count of Eltzen, 
a nald w fidr, 90 exquisitely beautiful, 
liurt sun^ never did earthly clay^ so 
stnugly resemble what oiur ideas form* 
of the perfection and beatify of celestial 
brings. To enrich his ddeist son and 
daughter, the count o£ Eltzen had det^ 
vaited his youngest dnjld to speBA Jber 
days in a eonvent : she was now in h^ 
novidate, and, unknown to the world, 
£At no repugmoee to the life choien for 

' B 6 her* 
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her. She conversed affectionately with 
Clarice, and on being introduced to me, 
spoke with such mnocence and blushing 
modesty, that a man must have been 
more insensible to the power of beauty 
than I naturally was, to have seen and 
heard her unmoved. In short, I returned 
home, resolved, if possible, to snatch 
the devoted victim from the power of 
parental authority, and to make her mine 
for ever. 

'* I candidly opened my mind to my 
father ; he entered into my views, and 
we resolved to offer to transplant the 
beauteous Adelaide intoour family, with- 
out other fortune than her own inesti^ 
mable worth. It was, however, neces- 
sary to consult herself. I rather flew 
than walked to the convent, where I 
saw Clarice alone, and explained my in- 
tention^ entreating her to b^ my advo- 
cate. 

• De Hoffman,' said she, * I have 
known Adelaide from her childhood, and 

if 
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if theare be on eaith a being formed to 
confer happiness, it is she. Canjst thou 
-roonsider thy heart — deserve such a 
womaa? If thou canst, behold me thy 
friend in the cause. But take time to 
reflectr-^her beauty only hath caught thy 
eye ; know her better before thou makest 
the proffer of thy hand.' 

*' From that time I saw Adelaide, with 
my sister, daily at the grate, and at 
length obtained her consent to apply to 
her &ther. Not to weary your grace, I 
was successful; the lady Adelaide be- 
came xsky wife, and I considered myself 
the most happy of men. I had the mis- 
fortune soon after to lose my excellent 
£ither; my brother was wedded to a 
daughter of the baron Lebitz; and my 
»8ter Clarice, who had left the convent, 
r^ded with her friend. 

" Adelaide was acknowledged the 
most beautiM woman in Germany. She 
was guiMess as the lamb, gentle and af- 

B 6 fectionate 
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liMstmiate as the dow» diffident of her 
o{inknt» but possessed of a atvong and 
dear understanding~f)ious without a£- 
iiectation, and universally beloved hy aU 
who knew her. 

" Oil, mj liege» what is man^ wtMen, 
agmist bis better judgment, he gives 
way to unbridled pas^ons ? I was na- 
turally vivaeiou»— Adelaide was natu- 
rally grave; and though I loved her 
above all women, I shame to say I fre- 
quently kft the treasure Heaven had en- 
trusted to me, to waste my time in bane- 
ful dalhanoe with women whom, how- 
ever high in rank, my cooler thoughts 
despised. 

'* In )es9 than a year I beicame a &- 
ther--Oh God! do I live to speak it? 
Vilhdn! villain that I am. — Adelaade 
made me father of a son, lovely as her- 
self. Ob, would to Heaven the hour 
that gave him life had givm me death ! 
then B»ght he have lived a comimt to 

his 
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his mother^ and under her infraction 
have faecn an honaur to his rank and 
name'' 

The friar's voice iii^as stifled Nvitii rigfas ; 
but recovering, he continued—** My 
krfe of Fitzwalter caused me to have 
my son called William^ after hinou I had 
not seen him sinoe we parted in Eng-* 
kndt but I heard from him omstantly ; 
he frequently ia his letters spoke highly 
of a maid named Blandi Stanley^ and at 
kngth mfarm£d me he had espoused 
her. Soon after this Fitzwalter came to 
Genaiany with his wife and two attaid- 
antSy cr rather shall I say friends, for 
they have truly proved themselves sudi. 

^ Under the displeasure of his fiither, 
and idolizing die gentie Bhmch, Fitz- 
walter dedined rending at the CastleDe 
Hoffiooan, butoeeapied a small bouse on 
fssy estate, at a short disttoce from tibe 
city. Adelaide and Bhacii iqppeared to 
pcaseas the sameaweetness of diapositiBon^ 

and speedily beoanae afttacheil to eadi 
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14 6T. MAROAK£T*S CAVE ; 

otfeier; but an event happened at this 
time that prevented thdr nearer ac- 
quaintance. The only son of the count of 
Eltzen was seized with a malignant ie- 
yer> which communicating to his sister, 
who resided at home, they both died in 
less than a fortnight. 

''The pious and duteous Adelaide, 
though heretofore neglected by her &- 
th^r, in this calamity was not to be r&> 
strained, but leaving her child in safety, 
hastened to her parent; I loved her too 
well not to attend her, and during three 
months^ left even my irieiid Fitzwalter, 
to assist in her fUial duty^ At that pe* 
riod I returned again to Bremen, but at 
the earnest request of the count of Elt- 
zen left my wife and sister, who accom- 
panied us. Before the loss of his other 
children, the count was scarcely acquaint- 
ed with Adelaide, whose gentle imas- 
suming spirit -so daily won upon his 
heart, that he hourly blessed heavcR that 
she had not taken the V^. 

'*0n 
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** On my retam to the Castle of De 
Hoffinan, the wife of Fitzwalter was 
pregnant, and, impressed with a thou- 
sand fears for her bdoved husband, who 
was still under his father's displeasure, 
gave way to a despondence which he en- 
deavoured to dispel by every eflfort that 
tenderness could devise, and frequently, 
in my presence, pressed her to suffer him 
to proclaim their marriage. This, how- 
ever, she absolutely refused; and the 
time of her delivery approaching, he ex- 
pressed the warmest hopes that her un- 
easiness would speedily give way to ma- 
ternal cares. 

** Fitzwalter, though younger than 
myself, possessed more solidity, and, at- 
tached to Blanch, passed the greats 
part of his time with her, while I, giving 
way to the natural depravity of my dis- 
po^tion, ran into nuniberless excesses, 
some of which reached my friend's ears, 
who did not fail to give me his opinion 
upon the subject with openness and even 

severity. 
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aeterity* I knew his matit^ toa well 
not to t^o&LYe his admonitions cfdmly ; 
but alas ! they bad no tffwt Ayoung 
widowt eslkd Deltiriiig, tngiwied all my 
atteolicm* I shttne to say, I n^gleeledi 
my lovely wift^ ibr a creature made up 
of pertnoBS and vanity » bet wbo^ itudy^ 
ing the weakness of njy temper* by in* 
aeniiUe degrass made herself neeeMsry, 
if not fo my happineas, at leatt to the 
grati&aticiii of my gnisier pasakns. 

^Adchide* on her ratun^ met me 
with tbeaamedelieate affiaotioii that bad 
ever distii^itiiifaed hw, tbou^ I after* 
wards found my errors weve not m^ 
known to her. I ohstrved^ mdeed, with 
a pang that aank to my hearty that at Ae 
pressed her boy to her boiom, her tears 
dmpped on his fiM^« and by her laiied 
eyes she appeared to be enM»ting fer 
him that ppoteetion fioma heavwly Fa^ 
tfaer, that she doubted his wfidvingirom 
hie earthly one. 

'' SiKm after Oiistiielady Blaneb f^te- 

waiter 
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waiter died. The ooanten nd mys^ 
woe sponsors to her diiid. The saacm 
of Fitzwalter foond no vent in wo9rd% 
blot pieyed on his heakh^ for he never 
ovwoame it. A year afterward he re» 
tnmed tor Engknd at the request of his 
fttibei^ and yielding to his parentfs 
prayers and tears^ oonsentedy at the «id 
of aaotibm twciveracttith, to eqiouse the 
ridi haress of Edward Jilonntfiird, now 
lady De Lannty^ 

'' J3oon after FitaBwalter?s departure the 
eoQBt of Eltaam died^ and the whofe of 
his immens^possessioml^tohisdaug^ 
ter Adehdd^ and in caae of her deiiiise» 
to her SOD. llodiii^ elated with this 
acquisitiMMi, her meekness iqppeared to 
inarease* She gave hu^ sums in chari- 
ty, and passed the greater part of hear 
tkne with Clariee and her infiant 1^ 
eva: received me withasmiH buiitwas 
frequently mixed with anguish; and 
though she was evidendy not fbnd cf 
noise and bustle^ yet she received my 

fiienda 
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friends in a manner that called forth uni^ 
versal esteem and admiration. In the 
midst of my libertinism, strange as it 
may appear. I loved my wife, and shud- 
dered to find her perfection so much 
above my deserts ; I even repeatedly le- 
sdlved to abjure the errors which in my 
heartI<;ondemned^ and by every means 
in my power to shew Adelaide die was 
dearer to me tiban ever. : 

/^ At this period the baroness Deltring, 
by her allurements, ensnared the super* 
annOated coiunt of Weinbach to espouse 
her, and, with all the efirontay of pro- 
ffig^y> intruded herself in jaU companies 
which her new rank entitled her to. 
Among otters, she one morning unexr 
pectedly visits Adelaide, who, playing 
with her infant, was seated with myself 
and Clarice. I confess her effi:pntery 
startled me, but her easy confidence 
speedily bankhed my confusion. Ade- 
laide recurved her with a dignity I had 
txevet before seen her assume, while Cla- 
rice, 
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rice, with a cool and somewhat *oob- 
temptuous air, withdrew to her own 
apartmenti The countess talked to Ade- 
l^de, caressed the infant, and at lengdi 
kissing him, returned him to his mother^ 
from whose arms she had taken him. 
Addaide'sactions were thepureimpulseof 
her soul, which knowing no guile, knew 
not how to assume the appearaneeof de- 
ceit She took up her son^ and instead 
of kissing his Kps, which he presented to 
her, with a look of anguish that I cannot 
express, wiped his mouth with her hand- 
kerchief, and calling an attendant, deli- 
vered him to her care. 

^ The countess Weinbach at length 
left us, when seemg Adelaide more re^ 
served than usual, I askied Hie reason. 

' My lord,' replied she, ^ since I have 
been your wife, I brieve I never yet ob- 
jected to any company you thought fit- 
ting to present to me ; but for the coun- 
tess Wdnbacfa, I like her not,- and as I 
would, if possible, save myself the pain 

of 
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o£ aeeing hw again, I eoald wlA her to 
kaowil* 

* You QMBt iken ii^rm her» my deHr 
AddWide,' raplied I. 

< My toixV answesed she/ it befits mit 
a dau^ter of ihe houae^ of Eltz^i, am} 
&€ wife of the ootmt DeHoffiziao, to 
hold oomfimiiiicalMii with sucha womatt; 
I dmU thcareforep, idibiUd she come agwi» 
leaveher to bend£* 

' jkay» rejdied I^ ' use yoiir pleasure ; 
hut m what hatibfc she o(ff«ded youF 

< In what, my lori, hanre I offiaoded 
you^ ti^ ask tfant questiou ?-«-To kiss my 
child r addedshe. ' Heaven £brfaid 1 hut I 
shooid not trender to see the plaee mark* 
ed vsth a blister from her polluted lips.' 

' Thie is the fiisl tim^ Adelaide,' re* 
plied I, * tibat I e^er heard you speak 
Mriaaoniously of any one.' 

^ Ishame to do it now,' answeied sh& 
* Tlie "Virgin pardon me! and you, my 
lord, excuse a wannth that inadTerteme 
bmfNced from me.' 

"So 
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^^ ^3 nying, dieltifttlie nmn, «tid ibr 
aM&e miiMleB I Mmaaned tmried in ta^ 
fioMmxit reflecdom. My wife, I fetni, 
suspected the guiit cf the comiteM «nd 
myself, and I felt at once grieved^and tm* 
ndluited. At that wMMiik Ofasioe en- 
tei!cd; fibe SBiibedheisc^fBidtaniiiigher 
eyes fiiH apcm me» Ae saad-*^ Smtker, 
you may iwaBset I wnaeAjfMf k^km 
ytm wedded Adelaide^ t5 be <»rdi B s aw rod 
K^your onm heart The^&naily ikf £tt- 
zen, in rank and wealth, sra^asaes yovr 
own. Her bonity, worth, and aooom- 
plkhments, nsne can equal*-i — * 



* All tMs I readily allow/ inlerrapted 
I; 'bttttowhutdotiiittend?' 

* IttendB,* replied C^nrioe^ ^ to fwif^ 
how poor and despicable that ram arast 
be whoiBe dc pr awd appetite<9a|i leadlte 
from 8W^ an angel, tese^liMcjpiantaMNit 
iV9thtt woman wfasm ati dkftty shHuiaB 

^* I am QStuMdly ^pas^iMrite, and iil 
brooked vepmadhu C3«rioe^m«9iot«ilBi: 

she 
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she upbraided me witihi suffeimg so in- 
fiunous a woman as the countess Wein- 
badi to intrude into my wife's presence^ 
and accused me with a shameful inter*- 
course with her. 

^ Poison Adelaide's mind/ e;^clsiAied 
I, 'with your suspicions — ^undermine her 
happiness, and with> the narrow prudence 
of a conventual education, teach her to 
judge harshly of e^ery wbman who fol- 
lows not exactly the rule your wisdom 
hath laid down.' 

* Would to Heaven,' answered she, * I 
could preserve Adelaide's mind froaspi 
every suspicion! but it is impossible; 
your secret meetings and infamous- in* 
trigues with that vile woman are too 
well known. As to her happiness, you, 
and only you, have destroyed it. Are 
you blind to the sorrow that hangs oy^r 
hfer ? Would she had for ever been de- 
voted to her God, rather than have, wast- 
ed her virtue, youth, and beauty, on one 
that is so insensible of tiheir^ value !' 

'I would 
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' t would to tlikiren'yau had !' reified 
L ' Adelaide's change of disposition 
and gloom are now explained ; she impli* 
dtly believes all you say, and you hw^e, 
by your calumnies, estranged her affec- 
tions from me:' ^ ' ^ 

** Though I spoke thus, I believed it 
not; but borne away by passion^ I was 
regardless of truth ; for Clarice ^<wis ever 
more dear to me than my brother, whose 
character was reserved, whife hears'* was 
open, generous, and affectionate, though 
warm and vindic^ve where ^e thought 
tiiose she loved oppressed. ' ' .? 

*^ Clarice answered me widi increasM 
bitterness ; and, both e<|ually passionate 
our dispute tsm so high, that . at length 
she vowed to leave my hbuse. -Had! 
given a moment to reflection, I should 
have known that step would be a mortal 
stab to the happiness of Adelaide^ who, 
some few years younger than my sli^be^, 
had loved her froM her infkney ; but^rre- 
gardless of all but thie anger of tb^inoi- 

ment. 









Jl^ jj^p^ejiF^ from * trqublenoase ^^ ttpo|i 
AIT iKtiap% and ev«n added,. I .wished 
biev to fdu^pikh aU iii.teroouzae with nay- 

^ You shall not urge loe to thft^f ^^ 
pii^d iEit^---' while I h»v^ li&^< w|tl see 
Adelaide; as tojowBelf^ I f^l.po dillS- 
eiilty-~the fiiencbhip of fiucfa a buoith^ 
wmiot be painfiil to iflsign.' 

, M Our dispute jan so h^h^ that i2fa- 
ther the pcayers nor tearB <£ Aidsade 
could prevail on Clarice to remalo in the 
Castle of DeHoffimutif thoughshe^ I oouJjqi 
obwrve, was careful to jnalo my wife be- 
fieve the quarrel originated w MQt^ 
tinmly arrangement Thf^t v^ 4^j^ 
Clarice went to St Mary's, and I request* 

#d to aee her no more. 

• * '*' 

^ I wius at once ^pjeved and vieKod # 

llie uneaainess that this event caw^ iq 

Adelaide. I surprised hex frequeptl^ in 

toaiB»and at times^xxild nojk x^e^qMn )^ 

Iniding kar with having more ji^$!^ 

for 
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forCkricethimfarinyself. To on^df these 
aeeusMions, with a sweetness that made 
an impression on my memory never to 
be ^&ced, she replied — * That I love 
Clarice above all women is most true ; 
but De Hoffin^, the husband of my 
dearest choice, the father of my infant; 
must ever hold the first place in my 
heart/ 

** Speedily after this, myself, with 
Adelaide, paid a visit to my brother, wbo 
resided at a distance of two leagues from 
Bremen ; our little William accompanied 
us. The house was full of company^ 
and the count of Weinbach with his wife 
were among the number. The intelli«« 
gent face of Adelaide plainly shewed 
that she was not satisfied with the pre- 
sence of the latter ; but too gentle to hurt 
my sister-inJaw by her objections, or ra- 
ther too delicate on my account, she sub- 
mitted to endure her company, though 
9he* treated her in so distant and reserved 
a manner^ that it was infinitely galling 

VOL. rv. c td 
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fe f^tel^igb spiritof the ^oiiiite^. Young 
Ldbitz, bi'other-iiiJaiKr to' Joseph iO^ 

' Hoffinan, -Was of oUr pcn'Qr; he was tef 
the age of twenty-five, deBigded fiir.thj^ 
cfaaitib; uneotnmoiily iiandimney biit of 
It di^sition so resenred and i^€etiv^ 
that he ^Idom mingled in ebnv^natioil) 
except with his own ot our family* ibt 
fiowever speedily became more apparenii- 
ly interested hy Adelaide than any one ; 
lie nuFsed her son for hours» he con- 
versed with her in preference to those he 
had formerly selected, and in return, k 
was Visible he possessed her esteem. 
Though' there was nothing in this to 
awaken suspicion in the most jesdMS 
temper, yet the fiend Weinbadi^found 
means to work on *my weakness* > I fire- 
^uentty caught her with her eyes^fhoed 
on Lebitz and Addaide,^ and then Isiim- 
^ toward me with a^ sao^eastie oieerl^ 
I could ill brook. Though I NIm aseiMU 
assured of the purity '4tf Ad^lltfde^waof 

'that of an ang^V tbe^soA was^ ilo(iiEri&- 

' out 
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* 

^pofitioo'of LeUitt ittid Adekide, an# 
lirlien^iske imUed on hhifi felt torture th|* 
i'feairitot ttescribe. ^ (•. 

.0 ^Al length we teturn6dhome,wh€re| 
ibdped ^to' see Lebitz no inore : but I wa« 
^ii^iemd^^he vi^ted Os conatieuitly^ and 
0Hbe or< twiite, when I entered unexpect-' 
aifyy ii appeared that I broke on the 
^omivamtion, fol-'it suddenly ceased. 
V '^ Adelaide "virited St. Maty's daily, 
aiid three or four titries returned ac- 
ebmpaniedfoyhiin, a circumstance which, 
though my pride would not suifa: me 
te ask an explanation of, stung me to 
tbe quids:. 

'^* One mommg, soon after, to com- 
"^^t my vexation, 1 received an ano- 
isyffloua letter, advising me to look to my 
wife, ^ddingi that a cc^vent was a safe 
|dace ofjisslgnation, particularly when a 
Sirter eould be intk*usted. There was 
lmcN^4»Jhe j^tee purport, but I do not 

; but have nowno doubt it w^ 
c% the 
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t^^ajy^'eiptecli. , Determined; ji^ 
to.try,.Adela^ Jiey,, and^ 

px^mximg ihd fetter, requested li^r to ; 
read it. .: r 

" SJpi.^Be^^sed the c6ntente,andTeturp- 
Ing^it T^yitlj^a smile -rf cpijte|n^t, Ji^^^ v 
-r! f h^K H^yen, my. Joed, . J Qf^^^rf^ 
dfserw^AOT 9xpeiiew!«e buopUiatio^ ftp^ . 
this pitiful at(^m||t> tairijupe n^,jlj) y^^iuc . 
o}mioii ! — I have, for some tijne,. bee» m. 
the custom of recedvina anonymous, let- 
ters, but lately, as I know tba hspd^ , ]j . 
always throw them in the fire unopened^. 

* And whose writing do. you judge 
this to be, Adelaide ?' said I. 
,.VThe countess Weinbach'?,! answered 
she, firmly. * Heaven forgive her,fjiiid 
ch^ge her heart, is my earnest wi^^' , y 

"Adelaide's superiority I ^nl^ ,nQj^^ 
but feel and acloiowledge.-— ^ .^V^e,^ Axi^U^^ 
s^, Weinbach no more,* ^etvrJ{<^^.X^^ 
' but my love, my Adelaide, thG^g^||4^^ 
m^ own heart I am entirely Qomij^c^^^ 

y ' ' ' ' ' ^ '" '"^ ' '-' 'of 
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or; the nun's story. 23^ 

oF-fche ' JTalSehbcMl of the accrfsatioiij' V^tf ' 
idinetlungf is due to t!he World: * "WHI'- 
you oblige me by rdinquisnihg rhe a<>' 
quainf!abce of Ldntz, and ior''a'short^' 
time decline visiting my sister?* , / " ' 
. '^^s it * possitie/ answered' -S^defafde, ^ 
"^ tfia^^you carl demand such aS sacrffi<Je-^'^ 
tll^' ftiehdship of i' virtuous^ nrian, iind' 
th<s'c6iiapany of your own sister?— and ' 
fdif'^otn? " JTbi 'De Hoffinan, Icarinot 
c6tidfiesceild^ to appear so capricious. 13e 
asitired^ tiefore long', you will be satisfied 
or th*^ TeCtitude of both my actions and * 
iirf^ritforts.' * " 

• 

~ '^fhoUgh i ought to have been con- 
vinced of the virtue of my wife, yet judg- 
iii^ onf^ Iby iny owh depravity, the niost 
af^iird' afid violent jealousy seized me. 
I forgot' myself so far ds to insist 6n 
h^'boiniplyirig with my inclinations, and 
ewA Wrbte 16 my sister, iii the most bit- ' 
ter'ai^derogatory tei'ms, accusing her df 
disseilsion between Adelaide and 




mysMf, ah<l influencmg her to tr6at fny* 

c3 commands 
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cximm^nds with contempt and disregnt^cL 

» * 

The answer of Clarice was caikn ; she 
conjured me to cherish the blessing be« 
stowed on me in such a wife — ^assured 

r 

me that, if I gave way to jealousy, I 
shouW very speedily blu^ for my folly ; 
and concluded by ^ying, that the honour 
of our family w^ eqyaaUy dear to her as 
to niyself, 

"This was, however, without effect; 
my suspicion did not subside; and 
though Adelaide in the mildest terms 
replied to the injustice my folly utten^^ 
she would promise to give up neither 
Xehitz nor my sister. My oruel vft)- 
lence on this occasion, however, sunk 

' deep in her heart, for the next day she 
was oonfined to her chambei; and shortly 
^fter to her bed. If ever a man was 
possessed by a demon, I surely was, fiur 

' though I was miserable on aocount of my 
wife's^ illness^ I still continued my un* 
pardonable conduct, and even went so fu 
«s to Qirderjk under pretenoe oiliar faeiUb, 

that 
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tji^ ho: one should he udmitted tp^hef 

^^ajtp^nt, but simply her . own attefth 

.49n-te^ . :. ■ . . ^ 

>.' ." The day following, an old man, whp 

{bad long been her spiritual dir ectoiv ^aU** 

ed^ and being denied admittance, appeajr 

i^A to one of her women, who liastened 

with the complaint to Adelaide. Slie 

sent to req^qiest me to attend her : I obey* 

^» a;ad confess I fs^t sevecdy humiliat- 

* ed when I learned the cause, and immew 

Irately ord^^ the. fiiar admittance at 

jth^; pleamre of the oountesa. 

. ^ Fw a fortnight Adelaide had lani- 

guisbed witib. a slow fever, and I had in 

,¥ain called in the assast^ice of the most 

vf^cil&d mmx aEQund us. Fool that I was! 

/t}^> cemedy was in my own. hands :. I 

,fhoi4d have begun by throwing off my 

(c^rutsiil spBjucionSi and placing that trii^t 

V Aiid s^iiidty ia her th«kt sb^ so juatly de^ 

rr^/^Alstlwpadod il rofs^ a<9eccmd 
rA<4l(^f t\» vwora- was not, yet ^dc^ 
;,;;it c 4 enough 



^lio^r^I twnf^Mim^' to diab it ilo'< tb* 
di^f^ yUm letter^ wMdb I nr^s^ foA 
we^kie ^caM ^fipcHsx me «s it deaentecF* 

tt^fif 9ii4 tb(it» under tbe prataioe cf:6Be% 
iog. lier wpili^ssar^ she bad fee tvi^lnigfatft 
paft ndaiitted sito her cumber a yomig 
mwin ainaf^sdoc^ and hQQd^biit';^!^^ 
in reality, was nol&ingless HtMB^mbkt^ 
i^ppeared to be. ^iiyj 

*^ Tbis informi^on appeaeed^tdD^gedis 
to be credited, bift calii&g si'^^datxn^siit^fi 
after some casual quedioKts, asked JWhen 
tbe ciA fiiar attended the covtfAeaif^ 
-^Herejdied^ with appaneirt blinatness^ 
that th6 &ther was sick, a»d for tbeia«k 
two days had sent a yornig priest tx> effi* 
eiatelfor him* I could hear na mctte^ 1 
diamissed him in hasten imd for aiaabe 
ganre w(^y to the fage that arei!pciweffi& 
ma. I.wqU knew Addaide'a partiea^ 
hfity tfi«peeti^g,h«: confessor, ;add tiiat 
when he was siek ^sbehadevdr dednaed 

;. asubstitute ' 
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UtiMrefote cm the tlrhc^ appeftred^ iita^^i^ 
faable^Hiat my better judgnlchtfi: redfii}?!^ 
0Dcmit £ut I possessed neilter dj^tif^i^ 
tmr generosity sufficient to ^e^ iui' ^jt^Aal- 
lutiaif, whefe virtue and ^esrfidtn^'WottM 
ly have git^i'it me, but wkir di^ 
ess i«tolV^' to #irtt -itik 
and ftotn; a eioi^ ^jlriti^ 
lagsAdiriaMte^sishambetf, he yvka€i$^ <lttife 
conference. This was thd notote M^ly 
^ffiH^^ecUas the^dqoE rv9M lattice^ Md to 
^|>esa&9r&Qn]^ the gatt^ of the a^ 

'^ At the hour of nine, the m$atky ae^ 
tionliog to the cedent he had received^ 
VoAMstaedmB Uiefiiar. was oome^-and now 
in. the oountess'S: c^aovber. I iost no 
time^cbut hastened to the dosbt. Ade- 
Ihide^-diamber was enlightened only hif 
ttdunp. Wrapped in a long Idbse idbd^ 
^m^sak on a conch, and by her side tta^ 
Iflar; wiiose &oe was so^overed with 1^ 
ceM ihat.I eould not di^^m ^nyothM 
ftatraw; JLbasmvw sdwenough tac^ 

*: .. : c5 vince 
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uwal eonsidemiUy lot^get then tibafl/CRJ^ tile 

iM)ice,'an€t as ther apartment -wm^spwrnmo, 
mht a woM rea(^bed me» but ones or twice 

th^ of hw uncles one' of the eE»?dfitti% 

Ihrougb his mea&s she wa$:a|t{dy^ to 
hii hcAioeas the pope to tsee hwSmm wj 
tytmnyi iii>d though tliatreftdctioiiiiras 
^sti»£tibg» it was heaveti to ^at of be^. 
ing costyiiiced I liadi a lival in her a£^ 
tion^ 

" At length the friar ro^ to go ; he 
leaned hssr luma oyer the back of the 
eoueh with a Buo^iliari^y that againi le- 
vived all »y jeakou^y ; he still ,talk»d in 
ii low voice to Adelsside, and at lengtb 
stooping over her, his fece approached 
her.s. I know not what I felt at tbat 
moment — ^Lt was. an* anarehy* of paiwion 
*that no language ean deseribe. To my 
distracted sight he appem-ed to kiss her 

bosom, 



OB, . THE sirs'* «fQRy. 85 

joidnfledbn^il^ sad dmwmg tAy.. da^g^r^ 

. MVttsd^^^^^ ^ heailt^ Q¥W at tiie 
mom^it he thus dishonoured .9ae;rbHt 

' stBxtiaa^ aside, the stroke fell^^o I UVe 
to relate it ? not where it was designed, 
but an my smiHng innocent infant, who» 
wrapped in bi^s mothei's robe, hy sleep- 

;isig«)n her bosom.'' 

A& Austin spoke, his visage became 
psSe, J3iS tips^Mfijbled, hi^.whpjie frame 
. was agitated, a heavy perapiration cover- 
ed his brows, and for some minutes .he 
.was unable to continue. 
^ *f Thy errors have indeed been heavy,*' 
aaad the king ; , ^ but thy crime was v^ 
! rvoiiotttary, and the expiation^ terrible." 

I : V f* Oh, my liege I** at l^)gth replied he, 

L^'Ub.iQai^thly,, suffering can expiate -^so 
deadly an act* Pardon me-r»I will spee 

> ' dily resume n)iy relation, which nothing 
but the present emeigency i^ould have 

< £>F«e44iromrae." ^ 

C6 **Take 



^ ,/,T*^ tliyi y time- Ji^^n^ fttibm 

.. j^mtin .for ^oi^e momenta -^ip^fifmA 
lost in SQ^oWp' Jbut at i»gth* O€piliiiii0ii 
liia^stoiy^. .^ ::./,\ ' 



r O'.vM-jf, 









Tii^ JPWar^« iSitof^ timiuiii^ 
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'*I DID not," iiesuijQed Awrtiijf^^ 
myself time to considjei: the fell act |i!a4 
<;ommitte.d, >ut clejaching tha da^^it4Q. 

my agQni3lng.^^pa£^, madea8^Gpn4>^^f#R 
at the friiw? ; , but flying from mfii . tbft 
voice fi( Clarice, exdaimedr^* ^\on^ J)ft 
HpST^iian ! Ipfatiiajted. macu wiUrnotjbMM^ 
butrthe miirder of ypMX: only, sj^or gS!B 
iify ^our di^lioliQal. revenge?' . : ! . ^ . ; ni 
f* ^tnickjis with a Wastiof ^%MnW|Sf. 
f turned to Adelaide^ her. whitf^^ gavr 

ment 



her childjtc^lierbbfioiii/whbse'arilel^ td 
imfi^^'tfaMU]^ the apsrtvtteni- fiU^Ssat 
fe^ittdggftor hoiTor and^p^r. ^ ^ ; ;^ 

^ Alas ! what has your rage efi^died'?* 
said Clarice. * Would to the Virgin my 
bosom had met your murderous dagger, 
rather than that of the infant! Speak 
to me, Adelaide!' Fot pit/s sake, call 
help — ^the infant ViS bleed to death !' 

** As Clarice spoke, she approached 
Adelaide!^ and endeavoured to take* the 
child from her eonvulsed gripe, but was 
stittife mihtite^ befdre she could effect it 
AdfenSJie!', ftt leAgtn recoveringher speech, 
ittfif iitMg from the couch, looked round 
#^^ flii-'4f itthigled anguish and di9- 
«t^itidti- iStkti exd^med-^< Oh, f bbu ac- 
^aflse*' df God ! ih^ measure of thjr 
4dl^0^'-aiid' my miseries is now full! 
ealA W^ onlt his brother— a man lil^'e 
himself; but ihou, fbll assassin! 'hasl; 



;: i\\ 



tion. 






eneasenpt the ^aii^tibutioverwJidsii nm^ 
^ ^Momtev! tj?rai]t!f imintarQ]^!^ ihtef- 
liipted ^^ madly'-^' sfse the ^pmgsiof 
tb/ expifbag m£mt I bea^biIp to tby^ibl- 
fkmous comradesH^rejoiQe in hss iois^QiBib, 
jond laugh at the agohie9>liliey cavi^eihj 
distracted wife^! Yilkuia'! seest^tfaouitli^ 
idood ? It is thine, miiigled ivijUl that 
of the w]?etched Adelaide/ < ■ ' 
*' In the mean time Ckdce' hasteaguod 
away with the dying i»&ait, md 9CsidU 
ing in assi&tanee, Adelsude yms home 
away by force to her chamj^er, her gefi- 
tle spirit, that had nerar before si|8)^:ed 
her even tocomplak),. ventii]^ itaetfria 
execradons i^inst tke mMAemr b£ hi^r 
child. Alasl though disfcraiiptiaa'Urg^ 
theni, they were heard on high^ stxid the 
anger of Heaven lias never ^ oedftedio 
bang over ijjy devoted hisad* r J 

. ^ *' For some time X refnained^ losl^ to 

myself 
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m^^sAt^xA 9Si ike nmrld. iWiutriiid 
passed appealed too horriUe to bctni^ 
but tj^eiitcmd&0f Clinee spefedU^rstmo 
'me Jebm ttie ddbiian-^ Uftliappjr.fle 
£Ecri£aato!f said die ;^ the suargec^Ui fear 
4l»p.9nsi)i wound is aibrtei : irhattwillifae 
Ae: ^Vent,. Heav^a ooty kMrais«w^d6^ 

1' Why, crael Clarice/ rephid. J, idad 

;; M^ f JUaaf ! ammesed she, ^ your refiisai 

to admit aay one to^see Adelaide verged 

ine>to use disguise. I simply was kiss- 

fa9>>» in£mft wlien you rushed in: 

^^undy h iraa nmduess that . actuated 

: ^^In agoDiesnot to bedeacrihed,.! si»ik 

trapoR the. oendi^' stoned with my son's 

^Uocid^ ani for a tfane wafrimeiifiildev even 

.leCtiieiiiiserieal bad caused. 

/i^'^After an interval of many bdisrs, 

ibeiag^ lestwed to cecotteetioQ, I saw my 

brother Joseph, and, to my yet grei^ter 

•kiirpriae, Pitawalter ataiidiiig by me. 

Tears 
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4^^ 8T: uoLOAsa^'s cavb^ 

Tem weK.in'tfae^es'of >faoih^'L]wik %)smx 
fetitnta.ofmf fiiendlekpiesflGid'M cte&l 
fear, horror, and piQr^*^^ Dei H4fl&DBnitx 
said' he, 'I enly reached iBteeaBn Ithis 
eirrartfii} night ; the vessel that Jbnnlgfa^^. 
In0^1ies on the eoast* rYba tnttst«dbdBfi»I 
pany me to Ehghnd^' ? :^ . - -^z : ic • 
^ ^ Where is Adelaide ai^ jnyridiald ?* 
interrupted L ^ » : -t /J 

- * They are both aa yet Jiving/cliswafl^^ 
swered ; ^ but, tiU tiie erant is knoMi^^ 
I must request you to^ sulradtoifo imjrtj 
'wisfa'es.' •-.•:::"■ /'*' /--:'»: 

' Never r exchtimed L • ' ImnidaBpft < 
the infant of Adelaide, a^^d^JieiEpayAof* 
forfeiture* What tdrtures eau :^ual 
those I xuam fed?* ' , ^ ^ : i 

f tKa bodiiy ones^ perfaapB^ . my i JdM/. 
brother/ answered Josq>h; ^^ut ^ thei 
ptasent, yoiir friend Fitswalterx^nltiata: 
\wett^ dmsider your family, and tbe-^gtief- 
addiflfaamemidi '.an event would invcivei 
themBu.' 

'Alas! what are rank and family to 
:' iir . me? 



Jowb J£fei$. »{ AdtiatdA tndy^saiAi^iWafiil 

^ifliE limbtfid :csd going, to tny/^Ttiftf a > 
Bpkf^uaaehth^^ I>wUldi0 at faesr<feit»?'tiddrt 

for the murder of hfiriBiii)dL^ ^ ^ ^ v: i. : 

■r 

by force. Fitz waiter did ubfl^^wtile! 
tlsewlbl^riiight ' Fc>r. my iirotibci'^ he 
tpiriffoatK faamsslf tiie cas^ tf :arniDgi]tg. 
lAHn Ae^bcat/maamer fae^poBsiblyitxmU^ 
and ordered a strict silence to be kept 
rtgfeitinfftU dufelid tragedy transacted 
ivilllinut^ioasttlew ^ 

iiitfki iSoB siiGG09ding 6wjf, Fitzwaller, ^ 
Id answer to my inquiries»;'refriied tha£; 
Adfikd4e^.aod imy son were yet liirhigf 
bidii tb^ 3aji8Wer>ig»v)4 bo:lM^c^ for thi»i 
owmMnanf^^was ekpressiTC rfithermortu 
^^ai^^^iKlgl^^£j^ spid his av0ftsdve;^. 
sbttimed bmne^ as tfaangh bie ieavbdi 1^ 
should read in them the deadly lidnaigi* 
lH)}forbare.taMlaiie^ : > > -^ -a- ■ ' 
»«j •♦Evening 
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4St arr» wbkSG^iUEii^srCATS; 

when my iMwtber saiA~frM; 4w ^©^ 
Hoffman, you must this ^ight ^^nif^il: 
to accompany Fits waiter. Ala^lI^i^Te 
to inform yi>u that the deatbof WiU^am 
is hourly, expected, and your pepsoiMil 
safety demands you to ujse tbafe piJectiif r 
tion.' ! . . r 

'' From that moment my seiimi b^ 
gan to leave me. I peremplonly ifoiufl^d 
to^go, and insbted on bcdi^ gkYWVf ^ 
the laws whieh I had violated. All piv<- 
suafiloBt being fruitiless, I wa« that nighl; 
at the hour of midni^t* bouttd^. foqoed 
on horseback, conveyed to the cooflt, and 
put OB hoaod the vessel whieh hud 
i»might Fit&walter over. As. I aft«r« 
wa«d learned^ we sailed with tbe^ daw^ 
and readbed Yarmouth speedUy : hiit 
my senses weine so fearfully deral|gsii» 
ihat I was Ibrced to be kept stric%f eQH* 
fined, not only during the voyage^ bat 
lor a considerable time afterwards. 

""As abon as possible, tiiongh toy 

senses 



^fiSr, miA n fkithful 4ome8tio named Bsir. 

Vi^^'tted'^aMP »)pbn a horse, and pursited 

Iheu: way to N^^Pt^iimberl«id# ' 

\ ^i^ vccy lii^j suffer me here to 

^$]^eak <if tuy obligaticms to my firiond, 

iPni^qg near thisee mcmths, from the 

time I kft Bri^meD till we reached North* 

Vniberland :(fi:^ w^ lemained near twQ 

'990t}tli8r at YarnoKHitb), th? noble Fiti^;- 

"" battels or hifi ftitMil D»eid^ never left 

^ ttiii^y fio Isaisftil wei« they that strangers 

inigH fro» my wwingis^ hjwii so^wtbing 

^ they wished conceded* 

'f iAtfengtb we ^^eaclied tbe oisd^of 
F^iswalls^r. The good otd bs^R »^ 
Qswedme as a ffiend <^ Ihs. soi^ though 
he was ignorant of iny rai&; for*Fit9« 
waiter merely introduced me as a fellnw-^ 

^ student, who, deranged in Ids under* 
Standingi had no one ip that calahutcAis 
stat9^ to notice bun. Hq adopted fyftae 
the name I bad used on my tmvelq, and 
wbif^ was AustiBi and confined xqe so 

- i closely, 
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cl»8ftly,4v4lH at-thecastfe, that f-hStfri*''* 
in«»eoS»se-:irtiateVfef. ' ' ■''"•'" ''''' ^ ''"''^' 
■ 2niKP^s^H8€S,' after soiiifef tltt^, Se^tt'" 
at length tcfce taore ooUbctecr, ot'HtM'" 
I b^gdlb<l<>'l)&tiK>re%ehsl!)'Id of iiO tti^oir. 
rrtt^r^riiy'fifuatibrt. Tfti^fattra^ fte/^ 
qmeti^ sat -Iq^ hie for hbursfWy'tdA^'^ 
extdted itttne/and at length Yi^fo^'fiie"' 
that ^6n duiiikg our stay at Y&rriio\it%if * 
he lAd learned my sotiTa de^h, dM thi^' ' 
Adekid^ after having lonig i^trtig^bd '^ 
with a fever and delirittni, iiad )t^r^'^' 
with my skter Clarice into the eohvenfr ' 
of St. Mary. / - 

^ This information Was not folIoTireft^^ ^ 
by distraction, but by A settled indktu 
choly; tlHit Weakened my bmistitutioh; ^ 
and r«cte€eift mb tb ilib brink dif t^ ^ 
grave* Fitzwalter conjured me to fex^rtl'^ 
my "ttftsdii to Conquer the rettiettfbrahce 
of deeds thM eouW rtot be recalled, ahd^Ji 
in Ills own person pointed 'but Sriiiafui '^ 
pie of sufferings^ that he bore Hvitti fcn!^* '^' 
tud^.-^AIasr my Eege! IM sorrows aH -^ 

arose 



were redoubled by ^«,fi^aigs.:^(,S9$hu 
WW^» «R^,^ t|»^ r«filecUon .ftC? Mving 
dc^wqllien^on my own.h^: „:^ nl •;. 

in?,j|di^,^,wal}i:, and flay; ijoiijfl.befipngft, 

ci^^^ ji§lfi^ply. In on©. <o|? $&$i%Qr 
e35^fgi9^-jh^ wro^ght upon jme tuflSn.; 
c»?B#iltft. qlp^o wj oath to ft^w tkft 

wf^/j^ ti9| disclose- my rank (^ Qfune* 
bt)^^,))pld ^at he had chosen fw me.; . 
die next was, not to leave EngVoid with- : 
ov|^-.|fis ktiQwledge; the thirdt tho^ I 
W9^. pse no meaiiui f^inst niy^c^n. 
woiff^j^less li^ but endeavour to If^^fut with ' 
ves^ai^ thtf sotfow % ha4 broi^hti ^ 
u^qn.^nyfelf.. , t , , • - 

.*tj^(,)|homld'.»ot neglect to teU, your,; 
gr^tl^l? Fitzwfdter hfA a liettqr &0191; 

P^J/ifep*^'^- A^ paftioular; wqui{l« . 
resji^ing, jpoy Jiealth, he capftie^ i||ta>j 

th^j^t^Jte,^ j^.fai^j^. . ^.d^ide.. ^v' 

said* 
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openly dectased h6t foedintec^titm' fihr « 
wligieus Kfe> ih Which etsa Gkrieeiliad 
vowed to adopt tiie 3ame*-^* In edited 
queiiee of this^ determinatioii/ added be^ 
^ a eedret has tlrtosfmred that we were fa# 
frdnol suspectiisig. My h#otiieY»i»*latr^^ 
L^tz, has, it appears, for some ti»» 
loved Clarice, biit, resfaraiiied Ifjr liiefai^ 
fuiictioifi fot which be was designed, fbr^ 
bore to deolare it, till, charmed with the 
e&unte^s De Hoffman, he 6pened his 
whole heart to her. Adelaide, in coiise- 
qnence, wrote to her unde the cardinal^ 
and requested his interest with the pope ; 
and since the unhappy acddeht that has 
overwhelmed our whole femily in sorrow; 
his holiness haa sent his fall permission 
to the marriage. These, then, were the 
$^cret conferences that gave De Hoffman 
Buch iineasiness^ the subject of wliich^ 
it appears, LeUtz requested to have x^axe* 
fully concealed, kst his family should 
endeavour to cross his views/ i. ^ 

« Your 



\ 



I fff ^TtmrliiglmeiM tmy jiidgi^ how- $e^ 
imdyf 1 Mt tlib hifon»atio«t. My tmr* 
parflomable jealoosy had desti-c^ed my 
ekaSsA, and empoisoned not only niy own 
he^faness, but that of my wife and sis- 
ter ; ywtng LebitK would co^se 'me Ws 
the rain'of his hopes, and my whole ^ 
Bofy wonid think with detestation of It 
inan wfaohaddisgtdced them by murder. 
' f Tbe moire I conddered these events. 
Hie moie I became fixed on a life of pe- 
fiance, and making all the reparation in 
my; power. I urged Fitzwalt^r to om^ 
jfenliitD a pton I had devised, wfaieh was, 
tO'infoiTm my family I was deiad, as timt 
would at once set ihe& at e&se respedt^. 
ing: -me^ My life Was forfeited to the 
inohted laws of God and my country, 
arid i must remain> ^n aHen j&om Cer^ 
many 4fr 4ter ; my wife, by^y death, 
would- be' at libk*ty totake t&e veil, attd 
miataress;of herxywn immexiise possessions, 
vflnlcl^niy .property would fall to the laW-* 
ftil successor, Joseph DevSo£Ehtan. ' 
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^ As my mind becmae more calm, the 
]?esolution I had formed of retirameat 
strengthened, Fitzwalter, I well knew, 
would not consent to it willingly, \ 
tbwefore resolved to execute it wi(^out 
his knowledge, and for that purpose ef- 
fected my escape from the castle. To the 
j&ther Franciscans I related the extent (^ 
my guilt and repentance ; and after the 
usual preliminaries, was admitted into 
their order, with a permission to reside 
in the Cave of St. Margaret. There did 
the indefatigable friendship of Fitzwalter 
discover me, and in spite of remonstrance, 
during his life, tender, by his daily visits 
nay penance easy. 

'< Fitzwalter had declmed informing 
my fiiends I was dead, but after I became 
a Franciscan, he adopted the measure, 
saying, that as I was dead to the world, 
and im ever separated from my family, 
it was of no material consequence, and 
might t^)d towards restoring their quiet 
respecting me, and put a stop to curio- 
sity; 



9tfy ;,4Jift::aMwiiiisl^ wixAe to tny bro- 
tWuiW immf^wirat like the Mloiiing 
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^William, JSaron Fitzwalterj to JosepU 
Count De Hoffman, greeting^. 

, * WUHam: Fkiiwalter grievfe* to afdJ 
da^a Jtts^h De Haffinan by the titld 
an^ertaiiXB^ to lii9 b]X)ther \ but hisr dear 
4|ign^ ^llit De lictfifeGUin, hath for ever 
4^^.^t|t woaidlj thiift^, andhath ^kefn! 
tijpt ]^ rp^t^ no itum to be disturbed by 
(fa3ti;g|*fi»g piMnioBSL Let this event 'be<^ 
lirplcjE^.ml^ all tendbmoss^ to the eoan* 
tess and the lady Clarice. ' If sincere a^d* 
bitt^r-^ ^p^ntanp^ can dbanse the soul» 
l«t.'.^3iie^r tnixKlsf rest for tlmt of D^ Hofi&V 
rj^9i^^.tJ^iJ^etaipf^ for him,> but dty « 
tI|^;t9a]|R%aSi)iM^«o»raw hereiriight be but- 
a pt^fWP^Wy fltep tb preparre him for hipi-^ 
f^il^s j^p^f^ry <as aineei3^ tru^^^ - i 

4 C . . * WiLMAM FlTiSWALTEB • ^ 
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r " Such nearly was the letter of Fitz^ 
waiter to my brother. He did not ex- 
actly say I was dead> but no one on 
reading it would have judged otherwise^ 
and De Hoffman, in consequence, took 
possession of my estates and title* 

" To Fitzwalter's letter Joseph sent a 
reply. He expressed his sorrow for my 
death; informed my friend that Ade- 
laide and Clarice had both taken the veil 
-^that his brother-in-law, Lebitz, had in 
vain attempted to change the resolution 
of the latter, who, regarding herself as 
the cause of Adelaide's misfortune, had 
vowed to pass her days in assuaging her 
anguish ; and, finally, that Lebitz had 
resumed his original design of an eocle* 
siastical life. 

" After this, little communication was 
held between my brother and Fitzwal- 
ter. I cannot but confess to your high- 
ness, that had any one in such an hour 
$o materially served Joseph, I should 
have thought the obligation could never 

be 
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he repaid; his opinion, however, ap- 
pears to liave been different, for if ever 
he wrote afterward, his letters were evi- 
dently forced, and merely complimen- 
tary. The death of Fitzwalter was the 
final close of my receiving intelligence 
from Joseph, but the Franciscans were 
kind enough to make frequent inquiries 
for me. My brother's only son, Ferdi- 
nand, I have learned, both from them 
and by other means, iS a noble and vir- 
tuous youth : may the honours of his fa- 
mily sit well upon him, and may he wor- 
thily transmit them to posterity ! Ade- 
laide, for some years, has been abbess of 
St. Mary's; her uncle, formerly the car- 
dinal, is now pope, and particularly ho- 
nours with his esteem both Clarice and 
his niece." 

As the friar ceased, the kin^ said — ' 
** In truth, De Hoffman, thy life has^ 
been replete with sorrow. Thy obliga- 
tions to Fitzwalter were many, and never 
to be forgotten." 

X)2 **0h, 
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^* Oh, my liege ! I cannot recapitulate 
a tenth part of them," replied Austinw 
*' On bis death,'! regarded myself as ob- 
liged, by every tie of honour and faith 
among men, to keep a watchful eye over 
his children, and flatter my £ielf tl>e pj:oof$ 
of Margaret's legitimacy, when laid be- 
fore your grace, will fully establish her 
right" 

" They shall be strictly examined," an- 
swered Henry. ** I shall see you again 
to-morrow."- The king then called at 
the door of his closet, and some of hia 
oiBcers att^iding, he added — " Take 
qharge <rf the friar'; it is my will that he 
return not to prison. Give hdm food, and 
what be may i^equire, and see yqu treat 
hia% as becomes his habit." 

With these words Henry left the apart-: 
ment, and the officers conducted Austin 
to 9 private chamber. • 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



On the ensuing morning the court again 
met in the Hall of Westminster, to pro- 
nounce s6ntence against Austin : it wasj 
however, with different feelings from the 
preceding day. The judges and coun- 
sellors easily discovered the prisoner had 
some powerful claim on the king's pro- 
tection, and, like trxie courtiers, saw the 
business in a more favouraWe light than 
at the first view. 

The haughty De Launcy appeared 
crest-fallen, and Richard, dreading the 
event, had readily, at an early hour, takeri* 
his departure, to escort Isabel from Ger- 
many. The father Franciscans, elated' 
with the conduct of their brother, ho 
longer felt any fears for him, but at- 

D 3 tended 
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tended to hear the final determination 
of the kw. 

The respectable David, who had been 
unable to procure admittance to the friar, 
also waited in anxious expectation ; for 
he loved Austin too well not to have his 
hopes mingled with fear. 

The judges bding met, and the king 
seated, Austin was placed at the bar.— 
** You have doubtless thought on this 
matter," said Henry, addressing the court* 
•* The fHar is guilty, but his motives^ 
should be considered ; you wiU^therefbre 
giye sentence accordingly." 

"We have unanimously resolved to 
leave the judgment to your highness," 
said one of the judges, " and to abide 
by it." 

" I thank you," replied the king. " Toj 
the best of my ability I will act justly. 
Stand forth, friar Austin. Whereas, 
against the laws of this realm, thou hast 
been found guilty of aiding and abettiog 
Margaret Fitzwalter to elope from the 

protection 
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protection of the lady De Launqy/ v^ 
condemn thee to '' • ! > 

" My gracious li^e, I pray yoiur ifwur- 
don!" exclaimed a youth, ruphing:fQih 
ward and throwing himself at the king|s. 
feet *' Friar Austin aided^ her n0(r*i]i 
alone, unassisted, bore away the lady 
Margaret, and for fourteen days preyipus 
fo the event, waited an opportunity iu 
the casd^ my skin coloiured as an Etbio* 
pian, and under the guise of a inin* 
«trel/' 

/* Heavenly powers!" exclaimed Au* 
stin, '' it is Leopold ! This blow is more 
heavy than all the rest : I was safe^ but 
he is come to meet death.'* 

** God's truth," said the king, "but 
thou art a bold youth : knowest thou thiS^ 
forfeiture of thy crime ?" 

" No, my liege, but it cannot reach 
farther than life, and tp me li& is of no 
value, more than it may b^ serviceable to 
my firiends." 

d4. ^Thou 
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*< Thou then art that villaih Cathfaert?" 

4 

said De Launcy. 

*^ I ana, my lord; but there are more 
villains than Cuthbert to fill up the 
space between earth and heaven. Strat- 
ford, for example, and the priest^ who 
Was to force unsanctioned wedlock on 
the lady Margaret — what were they? 
atid what was their employer ?" 

De JLauncy turned pale, and made no 
reply, 

" By my life," said the king, ** tlie 
pk)t thickens, and the trial respecting 
Margaret can alone clear it. Say, youths 
why did you not appear sooner in this 
cause ?" 

^* My liege, 1 only reached London 
Me yesternight, when I heard the event 
of this trial, and flew to prevent ^ sen- ♦ 
tence falling on the friar which ftiM^ality 
appertained to me. I am lately arrived 
from Bremen, where I attwided the lady 
Margaret, and her venerable friend, dan\jd 

Alice, 



oft, *»E Nim'S StOR<^, Jft 

Alice, and left them iSale iii the pt6tec- 
^n of the abbess of St Mary's.*^ 

•• Can you bring proofs of this ?'* iSaid 
the king. 

** Yes, my liege. Oh tny arritaJ, I 
first visited Northumberland, uncertain 
of the destination of the friar. To my- 
great disappointment I found him re^ 
moved to London : but. Heaven be 
praised 1 my disappointment has been^ 
greatly repaid^" ' 

Austin, as Leopold spoke, raised his^ 
head, and fixed his eyes upon him. 

.** How was thy disappointment re- 
paid ?'' said Henry. 

" By meeting with a> respectable Be- 
nedictine in the chapel of St. Margareft,r 
where he came to pray, and who proves- 
to be the person so long sought for — the 
priest who married the baron Fitz waiter 
to the lady Blanch." 

"It is false-r-a vile contrivance to arrest - 
the course of justice," said De Launcy* 
" Where is he ?" 

B 5 Leopold' 
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Leopold in an instant turned aside, 
and led forth the venerable Benedictine. 
— " Behold him, lord De Launcy T re- 
turned he. " Should you live to have 
your head so awfully coloured with grey, 
will you dare to lie ? If you do, you are 
a bold man, for you may chance to die 
with the lie upon your lips." 

" Youth," said Henry, " these proofs 
must be brought forward on another oc^ 
casion— they are now foreign to the pur- 
pose. But who art thou, that thus de- 
votest thyself in the cause ?** 

** My name is Leopold Stemheim, a 
peasant bom, my liege, whose greatest 
ambition is to gain in arms that fame de- 
iljjbd hkn by birth." 

** I would I had an army of such as 
thee!" replied Henry. " A peasant, 
saidst thou ? By my life, thou hast spi-t 
rit enough for a prince !" 
, ^ May it please your highness," said 
one of the council, " the friar hath been 
found guilty, and this youth acknow- 
ledges 
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ledges his own guilt : what would your 
grace dir^t?*' 

** To treat them alike,** answered the 
Mng ; ^^ they are equally culpable — ^let 
their punishment be similar." 
. ^ We left it to your highness/' said 
one of the judges. 

^^ True» but this mad youth who is so 
anxious to appropria1;e another's, crime, 
prevented me. You, friar Austin, being 
found guilty of plotting the escape of 
Margaret Fitzwalier, and you, Leopold 
^ternheim, of executing the same, what 
have ye to say to mitigate your sen- 
tence ?" 

'* Nothing, so please your highness, 
but the motives that compelled, me to 
the act," replied Austin. 

^ And you, Leopold Sternheim^ what 
lay you?" 

" A stranger in this country," replied 
XiCopold, ^ and unsupported by the ad* 
vice of those conversant in the law, ^ 
throw myself pn the mercy of your grace. 

d6 Tho 
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The father of his people will not judge 
harshly of a youth whose only crime in 
protecting one of his children,^ 

" Stand forth then. My will is, that 
ye be fined a mark each, and dismissed 
from this court, till called upon on a fu- 
ture day. Let the judges confirm or dis- 
sent from this sentence as they think 
fitting.^' ' • 

The judges immediately confirmed 
the decree, and the court, interested by 
the friar's manner and the graceful per- 
son of Leopold, resounded with cries of 
applause. 

The king then rose to go. Austin 
threw himself t his feet, as did also Leo- 
pold.'^ ^"-'i 

** Marry," said the king, with a smile 
he could not suppress — " Go to ! the 
next wench ye steal, ye shall not get off 
so easily." 

The court was then broken up. Leo- 
pold was sufSdencly rirfi to pay the fine 
of both, and embracing Austin with 

transport. 
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transport, be prteented the aged Bene- * 
cBctine. David also joined them, and 
too happy to enter on particulars, they 
adjourped to the monastery of the Grey 
Friars, to ccMiverse at leisure on the oo 
Gulrences Uiat had taken place. 



CHAPTER V. 



On reaching the monastery, tlie Bene- 
dictine retired to repose himself, while . 
Austin, with David and Leopold, were . 
shewn into a private cell, where they re- 
lated to each other all that had befallen ) 
them. The friar chid Leopold for his 
rashness in venturing to come forward : 
on the trial, though, he observed, as the / 
event had proved, he regarded it as a for- 
tunate circumstance. 

** I could not act otherwise, dear £w i 

ther,*' 
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ther,'* replied Leopold. ** Arriving only 
last nighty I hard not time to obtain paN 
ticular$» and only learned that you had 
been found guilty, and were to^lay to 
receive sentence. Could I then do less 
than daim the deed for whidi I feared 
you might suffer ?" 

Austin then asked many questions re- 
i^pecting Margaret and Alice ; but it was 
plain, though he did hot directly enter 
on the subject, that the abbess Adelaide 
was the first object of his concern. He 
inquired respecting her health, her ap- 
pearance, whether she was more cabn 
than she was said to have beenTormerly, 
and a number of other questions that tes« 
tified his anxiety on her account He also 
expressed the most lively interest respect- 
ing Clarice; and when Leopold informed 
him the sisters were well, testified the 
utmost satisfaction. 

The Benedictine next furnished them 
with a subject of conversation. The 
meeting with him in the chapel, Austin 

observed. 
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observed, appeared to be one of the great 
Events Leopold was designed to bring 
forward ; " and," added he, " such are 
Margaret's obligations to you, that could 
she ever forget them, I should be almost 
sorry I ever interested myself in her 
csause." 

" And why, father," answered Leo- 
pold, ^* should she think of me beyond 
the moment I was useful? Indeed it 
were better she did- not I could fight 
for her, or die for her, if occasion de- 
manded; but to receive her kindness and 
gratitude would be more than I could 
sustain with honour." 

I understand you not," said Austin. ' > 

Yet," answered Leopold, •" my mean* 
ing is obvious ; to those I love I can use ^ 

no dii^uise. I am a man, father, and ^ 

Margaret is fair enough to make me for- 
get the distance Heaven hath placed be- 
tween us ; therefore, once reinstated in * / 
her right, Leopold and she must meet 
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no more." 
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^ Holy Virgin !*' exclaimed Davids 
•• I would that she were my child ! then 
shouldst thou be my son, had I all £ng^ 
land to ^ve for her dower.'* 

^ Leopold," said Austin, *• thy can- 
dour at once charms and wounds me. 
Were Margaret mine, as freely as Heaven 
gives sun and rain to the earth, so ^eely 
would I ^ve her to thee; but thou 
knowest she is a sacred trii^t, and I must 
act accordingly.'* 

** Father," answered Leopold, ^' lam 
not to-day to learn your kindness; it 
binds me at once, not only to you, but 
to act with that lionour which I trust 
will ever distinguiish me. I own I love 
Margaret — I would proclaim it to the 
world, and in sorrow follow her through 
every vicissitude that ill fortune could 
pour upon her; but once restored to that 
happiness and rank she so well merits, I 
will see her no more, but remembering 
my own situation, know. how to respect 
hers." 

Leopold 
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/ Lipoid then presented the confession 
, of Blanch, and repeated minutely all ^ 

thdt hatd passed while he was in Germa- 
ny. He insisted on resigning to the care 
of Austin the money confided to him by 
the abbess i but that the friar perempto^ I 

rily refused, as he observed it could not 
be more properly placed ; he however, 
to Ueopold's great surprise, asked him 
for the. purse which cmitained it, sayings 
he would keep it as a memorial of the 
lady Adelaide's kindness^ *;. 

Leopold then shewed him the ring she_ 
presented him at the same time. 

** I am I'eJQiced, my dear youth,^' said 
Austin, ** that you n^t her favour ; en- 
gaged in hkudable pursuits, it may be- j 
guUe her of unpleasant remembrances, 
Thatiing,''^ added he, with a sigh, for- 
getting at that moment the secrecy he. 
had before observed respfedtiAg Adelaide, 
*• was her^s before she wedded ; I re- 
member to have seen it 4C)n her finger." 

'' You 
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•* You then knew the lovely abbess, 
father ?'* replied Leopold. 

" I did — ^yet she knows not Austin, 
nor must she know him ; the word in- 
advertently escaped me : hereafter, Leo- 
pold, if we see calmer days, thou shalt 
hear the story of my sins and sorrows— 
but it must sleep with thee.** 

** Father," replied Leopold, " I have 
no curiosity beyond what your own plea- 
sure wishes to gratify: content with 
your esteem, I ask no more.*' 

The friars entertained Austin with 
kindness and hospitality, and> for his, 
sftk^ Leopold and David; The good 
Benedictine returned to his own monas* 
tery, saying he would be n^y when 
called upon ; but as he was old, signed a 
paper signifying the time and, place of 
the contested marriage. Leopold's heart 
would have led him to return to Breme/i 
to gladden his fiietids with the apparent 
success of their cause^ but that step the 

friar 



OR, THE nun's STORT. 67 

friar strenuously opposed, as he surmised 
his evidence might be necessary on the 
trial. 

Two days after the friar had been libe^ 
rated, a messenger from the king came 
to the monastery, and demanded to 
speak with him and iftie youth Leopold. 
They immediately attended.-—" The 
king," said the messenger, ^requests 
you both to attend him this even, on bu« 
siness of import : fail ye not, at the hour 
of six, as he will then have leisure to 
converse with you." 

" We will carefully observe his com- 
mands," answered Austin. '^Godspeed 
you !— farewell !" 

" There are orders for your admit* 
tance^ so no mistake can arise. Good^ 
day, father!" 

** What can these orders portend ?" said 
Leopold. *' I hope no unwelcome change 
in the king's mind." 

" Fear not," replied Austin. ** As I 
should judge, it is merely to tjuestion us 

respecting 
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respecting Margaret We have began 
so prosperously, that I trust we shall 
oonclUde our business the same." 

At the hour of six, Austin, with Leo- 
pold, attended at the palace, and were 
immediately introduced into the king's 
presence. Ordering the attendants to 
withdraw — ** Friar," said he, " I have 
considered, and will, as speedily as may- 
be, cause to be brought forward this trial 
thou so warmly desirest If Margaret 
be truly proved the legitimate daughter 
of Fitz waiter, she shaU have her right ; if 
otherwise, she has no daim. On ques- 
tioning the baron De Launcy this day, 
he informed me, that were even the mar- 
riage proved/ his wife hath a claim on 
half the estate by mortgage to her la- 
ther, in failure of a marriage contract. 
What say you to this ?" 

" It is most true, my liege ; but it is 
also true, that on the baron Fitzwalt^'a 
death, there was in his c^inet, with his 
wiU, money and jewels sufficient to li- 
quidate 
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quidate a great part p^ that debt, should 
tl^ widow daim it. My fiiend had 
lived frugally, as it is well known, ^ ever 
sincQ his father's deaths on purpose .to 
le^ve his child qnencumbered." 

« And where is this will r said the 
king. 

" I saw it, on my oath, even tte day 
previous to Fitzwalter^s death, which 
was sudden ; it was then nearly finished, 
but not witnessed or sealed. On the 
day following his death, neither will, 
money, nor jewels, were to be found.** . 

** Read you the purport of the wili ?** 
said Henry. 

** I did, my liege. The sum in the 
cabinet, with what money arose from the 
sale of the jewels, was appropriated to 
discharge the debt; the domsdn, by 
right of eldership, fell to Margaret, and 
Isabel was portioned thereon. By my 
advice, as we feared Margaret's long mi- 
nority^, should Fitz waiter die, be un- 
treated your highness to take her under^ 

your 
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your especial protection." Austin thett 
related minutely every circumstance that 
had influenced his conduct, • shewed the 
long the confession of Blanch and the 
oath of the Benedictine, and finally re- 
lated the active part Leopold had held 
in the whole. 

Henry turned to Leopold.— "Youth/* 
said he, *' thou hast had some powerful 
motive to stimulate thee in this busi- 
ness. Say, is it not love ?" 

** My liege !" replied Leopold, blush- 
ing deeply. 

' ** By my honour thou art guilty T re- 
turned Henry. 

** What he may be now I know not,** 
answered A^s^n, ^ • but when he brought 
the confession and entered the castle to 
effect her escape, he had never seen her." 

" If," at length said Leopold, endea- 
vouring to overcome his confusion, " to 
think the lady Margaret the &irest of 
women^ — ^to know her among the most 
gentle and pious, be to love her, I am 

indeed 
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indeed guilty. But that secret to her 
shaU never pass my lips. I love her per- 
son^ my liege, but her fame and honour 
are still dearer to me, and never shall 
Leopold seek to tarnish them.'' 

** Act thus, and thy deeds will give 
f hee more true honour than blood alone 
can bestow. I shall, for the trial, con- 
vene all the parties concerned, and mean 
to send my own especial request to the 
abbess of St. Mary's to commit to the 
care of the lord Nevil the orphan Mar- 
garet. If she is acknowledged, she may 
act at her pleasure : if not, I will return 
her safe to her noble friend.'* 

** I humbly thank your highness,'* 
answered Austin. 

** And now," said the king, " as I love 
not young men to be unemployed, tell 
me, youth, how wouldst thou like Henry 
the Seventh for thy master ?" 

Leopold threw himself at the king's 
feet.—** Tliis is the second time,'* an- 
swered he, " that I ever stood in such a 

presence* 
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presence. Your highness is the ovljf 
king I ever yet saw, and first impres- 
sions are usually thestronjgest ; therefore, 
could I choose a master from amidst the 
rulers of the world, Henry the Seventh 
should be my choice." 

" I take thee at thy word. Rise and 
ohaerve me. To which do thy wishes 
lead— ^the field or the court?" 

" The field, my gracious liege !'* 
Give me thy reason ?" 
Undignified by rank-, and unsup- 
ported by wealth, at the court I should 
{Perhaps be subject to insults, which my 
nature would not easily brook. In the 
field, your grace's favour, seconded by 
valour, would supply the place of lurth: 
and fortune." 

" Thou thinkst justly," replied Henry 
— " Go on." 

" At court, if honoured by your grace's 
favour, I should live surrounded by an 
army of envious and secret enemies : in 
the field, foreign and putttic foes would.' 

be' 
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lie all I should have to fear, and either 
successfully distinguish myself, or die 
nobly in the cause of the king and coun- 
try that have adopted me,** 

*• I will order thee a commissioai. At- 
tend my court to-morrow. Act weU, and 
Henry is thy friend.** 

So saying, before they could r^ly, tjie 
king left the apartment, and Austin and 
Leopold quitted the palace, and retook 
their way to the monastery. 

Austin and Leopold walked for some 
time in silence; at length the latter, 
catching hold of the fiim**s garment, ex- 
claimed — *^ Father, am I awake?'* 

** Yes, my son — awake, I hope, to ho- 
nour and happiness. May every bless- 
ing attend the gracious Henry ! Never 
did I think my heart could have been 
susceptible of such a sentiment of joy as 
it now feels. Not all the favour that 
the king could have bestowed on my- 
self would have given me such satis&c- 
tion, as this advancement to thee.*** 

^ ft 

VOL. IV. E ^* Father/ 
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. *• Bather/* replied IiMifpolAi •' I r^co' 
not so'iiduch at my own elevtvtion; a»' 
that it will in some measure justify my- 
friends' partiality for me. I am. ekted^ 
It €onfes«^^ with the kitig of Etngl»id's 
Uindnes6<; but, so pro«»per me, H^aven^ 
if I value not that lese^than yourfHend-^ 

diipr 

Keitbev tfae^tisfkotion of Austin, lior' 
that of Leopoldi surpassed'the joy ofl ho«^ 
nest David, when he heard -the king^* 
intention respecting the latter. "My 
dearyouth/' said he, " my heaart foretold' 
trulyv you^ never were designed; to pass 
through life inglorieusly ; any man • may 
inherit nobility from his ancestors, but 
h^ is truly noble who enjoys the distiiio* 
tion from ;bis own merit." 

"That is* yet to be tried, my good- 
friendji" replied; Leopold. " Thie kii^, 
it is plain, has a partiality for our dear' 
father Austin, and as he cannot serve ' 
him, hath t^en this- means to oblige^^ 
him in the^person of bis unworthy son.-^- 

The 
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The nfekt day ]!JetjfKaa aftfeiidfed' at' 
Hie psibce, and wai^ adfiiitttd^' into t!ie^ 
presenbe-cli£(ihber*. The Idiig was sniv 
routided hy His' nobles, aihong whom 
was De Launcy, who was uninformed'' 
of the kirig^S' intentions iii Leopold'-s fa^ 
voiih— '** Yoiith;'' said* Henry, ''draw' 
near. Recifeivfe from niy hand the prb- 
misied' comtnissiotti If I dlraw a judg- 
menf froOl What I have heard,- aad read 
yttur' charaictef aright, V chose rather to 
malice yoii^ a Mend' than a foe." 

'* My graciotisiiegis !" ariswerefd Leo^ 
pold, krieteling'and receivitig the parch- 
mfe*it, " uridignifled'by your favoui^, the' 
humble Leopold' mdif ever reverence' 
the virtues'of the king of Englahd- I 
ttiist Tani' n6 mari^s enemy, but would 
wish for power tb be a fKend to aB who 
suffer sorrow and oppression." 

" Particularly if they are young and 
beautiful. Is it not so, Stemheim ?'* said 
Henry, smiling. 

" Youth and beauty, doubtless, are 

£ 2 most 
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most interesting to the eye, my liege ; 
but the man whose feelings are confined 
to so narrow a sphere deserves to have 
his name erased from the records of hu- 
manity." 

Henry made no reply, but turning to 
his courtiers, said — ** My lords, you will 
oblige me by knowing Stemheim. Some 
years since, I was under material obliga* 
tions to friar Austin: Leopold is his 
adopted son, and I chose to shew my re- 
membrance in a way which I am assured 
will be most pleasing to him," 

Henry's attendants were too polite not 
to immediately adopt their master's opi^ 
nion. All noticed and congratulated 
Leopold, except De Launcy, who taking 
his opportunity while they were thus 
employed, left the presence. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VI. 






I^E Launcy had been nearly distracted 
on account of the issue of the trials and 
fais lady, sinking with the present vexa- 
tion, and the fear of the disgrace and 
shame that hung over her, was entirely 
^nfined to her chamber. Lord Be 
Launcy at home was morose and gloomy, 
and forced her to think of some object, 
from whom, m such a dilemma, she 
might meet comfort. Her mind at 
length recurred to Isabel. Her warmth 
of character she vrell knew ; but she had, 
ever since she had I^iowledge, been af- 
fectionate and dutiful, and jealous, even 
to anger, of her 4nother^«^. honour, had 
more than onctf made lord De Launcy 
recoUect what was due to her. Lady 
De Launcy greatly lamented ever hav* 

£3 ing 
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ing left her in Germany, and anxiously 
waited her return,, her only fear being 
that her attachment to Margaret would 
preponderate ag(^>nst<every pther object 

After a speedy ^voyage, Richard De 
Launcy reach^ Bremen, and hastened 
jbawxie^jately Xo ^t. Mary^s, wheire he 
|>;:esente^ a|^tter f^om bis motjiier-inrl^iw 
1^0 tb© ,9bbess, re^^Qstbig Isabel to be 
genit borne as sipeedjjy £is possible. 

I$^.^l, witb bqr sifter, :was with ,the 
J/jLiy fJ^^iiaide srhen she re^d the con- 
tents.— "M^bel, my Joye," swi she, " did 
;yQU flat wjisb* mf^ ;*<¥* ime :»inQ^ 
jtMy^U W«jitbe.§eptjf0rhowe? .Tbe 
fdsh is .^ccqsqplisbedrr^a ^osse^e^Qpw 
X^i)^ for you, y^ I ixfiiBt x^igfi yoji to 
t4iQ$e who have ^ fneaj:^r.plaifl[i fw yowr 
^d^ity .^d .ftffeotion/' 

*^ ^ tf^fX yoii jesfc ie^Wy ^y mfiw^^ 

(Sid Isabeji. 

« W^ J A© Wit. ISim^ ih^ l^^ttter^ 

ypjjir brolJ|er4n4»w fmts ,tp ^spcajt J5W 

''My 



glancing her eye over the letter. *< ^Sure- 
ly my mother ^6ep6 domestid^'etloagh 
^ have spared :one, iwathoiit sanding ^a 
person whom I detest." 

'"'IfsfaoBld'suppoi^,'' f^dhatned the'ab- 
JbeflSy ^* that lord Be I^aamcfs' saai^fm 
rfient for yonv ^oa&av and ^«fi?ty ; ikefe 
ameti«dmkitiem, dbmestics to attend y&a/* 

^* liord lielmnBcfH mai^ EepEedidse, 
^i€im 4oxAt vb homemr (that 1 "will «ae- 
10^; .undiaB Scur-es/Setyl i hope I cdiiaU 
tnever %)tist mine in *8o 'shafiow a jbark. 
II uikdeedtand hisoaf»hig^imtit«^^ 
him no service, Pe A^ps they tnajr eop- 
ipolBe me^alaidh, like Margaret ; biit they 
£()istake-^hey wallififid tne a tagdr in re- 
gard to iiim." 

'^ indaedy'' ;an8Mner0d Clariee, 'smiling^ 
'"^ fear vift shall 'all ft^ you -so. Ttie 
news, it'if^dfs, has diffisrent eflEeCts-^^ 
ijt makes Mai^ard: <weep, und yaa scold.*^ 

"^ ils it pas8iUb/'^ditheld>bess/''iiK&t 

£ 4 you 
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yott eaa feel reluctance to return to your 
mother?" 

*VjS(uret|r not," replied Isabel, with 
quickness: ** but why send this hateful 
DeLauncy?" 

** Were I to advise you," returned the 
abbess^ ^* it would be to receive the mes- 
senger v^th the respect due to him, is 
sent by a parent : should he presume on 
more, it is then time enough to express 
your disapprobation* To receive birh 
with disgust and anger would be to shew 
you expect somewhat disagreeably and 
what perhaps he neva- means to ofiend 
you by proposing," 

" On my own account I care nothing 
about him; but £or his conduct to Mar- 
garet 1 will never forgive him." 

" Respect to your family requires you, 
however, to see him," said Clarice. " I 
will accompany you to the grate." 

" I thank . you, and will act as you 
direct* Let me first compose myself: 

I should 



I should not like hirii to imagine thaffi 
could be disturbed by so insignificsnt*^a 
creature as himself*' '^ 

** Do so,'* said the abbess. *• Ttrufti 
my dear chfld, though we part now, we 
shall meet again even iii this world.* 

" The Virgin grant it!*^ returned i«n- 
bel, throwing her arms about her. ^^I 
would I were indeed your child !-^theh 
"would we never part.** 

Adelaide turned psde, and trembled. . • 

•* Isltbely my love,** said Clarice, ** you 
affect liiy sister; her spirits are weak. 
You know she loves you, and, like your- 
self, griefs at a separatiiHi. Let us 
lewe her with dame Alice and Margaret^ 
tad attend this visitor. Your depar^ 
ture catmot be imniediate^ for you ate 
not prepared."^ 

Isabel obeyed^ and followed sister 
Clarice to the parlour. 

Richard De Launcy, on mature co». 
sideration despairing to gain Margatet^ 

£ 5 like 
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)ike^ good fo&^i»m hpA riNKiliraa to 
jels^^'fei^ ^W6 ^^ adopt iiis fatii^JK 
opinion, and if he coul4 oot wed for lovfip 
atjjsp^t not to i3i^Gpt interest. To bece* 
^e4l9i)r:I«abelneveMpjtered liifsjtbaughts^ 
for not i^^jki^ been fi^qmstoai^d to h^^ 
htt ^is^w ii#le f}f Jber 4fspositioiii. At 
^XHirt be 'vi^^MiJled A^api^oi^;«i)4 H g^r 
)f»)t JnaS^ W^ woftW »dt wpppsp tifewt 
both sisters would i)^«o i^i|tM<l^ ^ .^ 
refufie him* 

Claiioe^ ?9v)tb '|^be)» feQ^y^hk^SLt 
ths grate. Hie pai4 hie iQE^fipUnpiieiitls ^ 
bp^. lMbd^pli^wiijlJ3Gpl4^titeQ€^ 
gddingr— " Ml3/ WO^er, m^ ^fifur feth«r* 
fre, I hope, wejl ?" 

De I^wnicy anwa»c(^ ^baf; ^ &ti^ 
w j^ fierfe^y w, bwt ibflt Wy JJe Lann* 
cy's health did not appear jsq well a9 it 
was aecuste^qxed to i?e. " 

" She then," repl^d Isabd^ " require^ 
the attention of her ctal#, ^nd I shaU be 
jufs^dy i^neveir ypur Vfiwel «an wSL'' 

•* It 
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"vnSk lie <{M{iaBF6(i Id '^tM^ ^dojp^.^ 
answered he. '' One oflddf O^ Ii«iu»c^ 

'' I 4^fBiik »y vioihdr cft)r b* i»mi. 
iDomeBBdos tv«ife ^fitoie neeeKisaiiiy; I 4dMi 
Sony tMs task wife ]ui|ibMd <m ymi.^ 

'^ Courtiers oomplimenty as cotvdfMte 
ii^ht, from Qitttoiii. iSitowy^ott ^at %ny 
isister Maigaret is with 'me ?" 

"^ I faeavd it, lady^ iMt lat^x^fy gtrve 
credit to it." 

** If is tree. I am grieved tibat ^ny . 
^hxBg sfaottld retider the castle d ^its^ 
^(ralter so disagreeable as to obfige her t^ 
^eek anotiber borne.*' 

^ Some disagreeable ^events,'' replied 
ha, ** exist ^more in iinag^Yiation than iii 
teality." 

^ From the little I tiave h^td {f&t 
Margaret has spoken reservedly on the 
^olsgect tie^Qire itie) lier vexations appear 
to have been real. But I weifiry yenft, t6 

E 6 converse 
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em Verse ^n^ ^bgect in which yaid^tM 
have no concern.'^ 

« 

As Richard mhde no neply, Isabel im- 
mtdiatdy took leave, saying-*-'* You;' 
may depend on my punctuality, and you 
will oblige iaie by sufifering the woman 
my mother has sentfo attend me. — Good 
day." 

De Launcy returned the cotnplim«it, 
and left the convent, by no means pleased 
with the spedmien he had received of 
Isabel's disposition. 

On returning to the abbess, Isabel said 
— *' I have, in reality, had a hard strug- 
gle, and have behaved better than I ex- 
pected I could have done to that m»i.? 

" Yet," answered Glarice, •* few people . 
who know you only in the convent, 
would suppose you capable of behaving 
in the cold contemptuous nmnner you 
have done." 

'^ He deserved a thousand times more,** 
replied she. " Oh ! how I hate the man 

whose 
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pliant features are for jevar bent 
into a smile !" 

: ^^ Isabei," said the abbess,* *^ speak hot 
vith sueh acrimony^ nev». did I befoK 
hear you give way to it." 

** My dear ladf ,*• atiswerted she, *' Ih© 
reason is obvious. In the convent her^ 
my bad spirit never predominates — with 
dame AHce and Margaret it also sleeps ; 
but let rae once have my temper roused 
hy knavery, and I am no longer master 
of myself.'* 

" Therelationdiip he holds to lady De 
Launcydemandsy our respect/* said Alice. 

^^- Let him then earn and claim it/* 
answered Isabel. '* The oppressors g£ 
Margaret shall never meet my esteem 
nor friendship." 

'' Did he, my dear Isabel, mention 
Austin or Leopold?" said Margaret. 

*i Neither ; nor did I think it prudent. 
tQ question him, however anxious I T^tis 
to.Ieam.. Had J, I judge he would not: 
have teld me truth." 

They 
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Thejr ^cwretaod mote on tibe mAgeeti^ 
l>ut the result of all was, entreating Bsak 
bA to "fae taJa^ lest her warmth should 
snifade lend aodiadjr ide SjnHutjruigmBSBt 
herself. ' 

On 4he qspoantftd i&i^ fiiolnted De 
Lmtf)£gr» Inse to his word, ccanie tofesecart 
Isabel xm hoand the inessd. The fiends 
{wrted iratfa iidiicteiice, l5abel:^prcmi]8mg 
to tttake aU {lossifote dnqxtbgr itespeettug 
father Austin, and to Aevise saaiBwkmiM 
to inform them of his situation. 

After IsafbeL's depaitnue, Mbrgaf^t's 
anxiety daily ndoubied to bear ftem 
lEnghmd; butscarcelyaweek had^iapSfed; 
when a messenger 'of bigh rsnik imm 
king Heniy was aimoanoed t6 the abX 
bess. It was lord Nevil, wfae, in ins 
master^ name; and under his signet, re^ 
quested to have leave to tabe ^with him 
to i^gkind Margarst Fitswadlter, and'the 
dame Alioe, in ocder :foi' them to be read^ ' 
if necessary, on the impending trial, pro^ ' 
mising, if the event terminated in Mar^ 

garet's 
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w, if ^^kmnm. to l^ve tuer to tfaegnid. 

with respect, and, reading the letter^ ishe 
QT^esed rMorg^ci^t ^ai^d.Alioe to be cfJied. 
-^" My lord,'* wi tshe, ji^eaerHing M»i> 
gEoet and th^ daqae^ '' the first of these 
} jDcminiier fis my abild> Ibe s^soond I ler 
8p(eat M-my riiiother. I i^oioe th«t yoiat 

gpEtdu^iHi lung condie^eeadfi to interest 
himself in the cftuse of a ^fai^riess or^ 
pboii. , <?ii my .life, h€y, efeftm is just ; for 
% liiore.!^4rtu(m$ vnm thfm her &ther I 
jl^ever meft mjkfa, i^or dotb^ towy thoughts, 
% ^Am^ wwctan 4briefttbe tb^in wk3 lier 
WoAer,'' 

** Sweet lady," said lord Nevil, ad- 
j^!ies6]^ Mwgftvet, ^ your ^pearance 
^on^ ?^ bribe ^1 hearts m your &va«tr» 

« 

and the r^q^taibifity ci your good idame 

at once do credit to herself and to you.'^ 

The ^bess ikten infi^fned tifoem of the 

1(^1^9 re%ueist ; but in lieu of ^e^yi^g to 

it. 
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it, Margaret said— ^ Pardon me, if m^r 
first question is after my dear friend and 
Either, friar Austin : is he living ? I fear 
fae hath had much to suffer on my ae^ 

count" 

« 

** Fair maid," answered lord Nevil> 
*' the friar hath stood trial, and has suf- 
fered only a small fine. You doubtless 
know, though I do not, what claim he 
hath on the king's favour ; but nota man, 
as I should judge, stands higher in bis 
highness's good opinion/' 

** Just men are then, indeed," said 
Margaret, " protected by God. For 
your intelligence, noble sir, a thousand 
thanks. There was also a youth called 
licopold,'' added she, blushing*; " know 
you tf he be safe?" 

" He, lady, hath received a oommis^ 
sion from the king's own hsoid: both 
are well, and high in honour and es*» 
teem." 

•* Thank Heaven ! — ^thank Heaven T 
replied B^argaret " I am then willing 

to 
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to go^ wbenever the gradous abbess and 
iay good dame think fitting." 
• ** I have no doabt of all being arran^* 
ei in the best manner possible," said thfe 
abbesis. " But under whose protection, 
I pray jou, will Margaret remain until 
liie business be concluded ?" 

*' Hy the king's comniand, under mine 
and that of lady Nevil ;' and no care nor 
attention shall be wanting that we can 
bestow.** 

" I thank you,** answered the abbess, 
** and regaird the favour as done ta my** 
self. Margaret shall be ready wheA 
you appoint." 

^* In three days, if the wind serves, I 
shall be prepared." 

" Margaret will attend you," answered 
the abbess. ** I would my nephew De 
Hoffman had been at home, toliave paid 
you that attention your quality and me- 
rit deserve ; but though he is not, I em 
treat you use his house during your stay. 
I will send orders for your receptioiH 

and 
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and ':«4iiat:mBy-<beiaBiiss» I 9^ T^^ 
tribute to xoiw want of ^avrik)d|g< 
jmuTioaimi^ 'mtber than Ao wmt oi 
4y»ect" 

fpKHir ^Ser, lady* tBest tasdUBed, non 



that my wife cor sayftalf >ofia Jbestbw ishtfU 
Jbe -waotkig to y^aur ^ir^aige. But t 
4alcade. eofi yau : f^pewdil. At the' tbne 
^UpoH^tod I w^lii^grai aee yeu." 

•* The saints guard yoti ! — ^fiir&wieU.'' 
The htsii NevUthen left the convent, 
Ajod jained h]£i itrain that wa^ waiting 
At the ^ate. ISiey Izook .the wa^ tQ ithe 
Castle of De Hoffman. A mesa^ige^, 
full ^Gfieed, had la few 'minutes before 
reached it with a mess^e from ithe ab- 
hem, >and tikeady wcve the gates cfiened 
wide ^o i^eoei^e lAie :Sti?angers. - £very d1^ 
(tention^that cauld be devised in tbeabs^oe 
jaf the snasl^ raf:th^/iiianfil6n wasdieifi^ 
io>the ivisitor^ ; far the donaiestiai too ivvs^ 
k^iew.tibeirryoutb&lloEd^ dispositickn, to 
j&U ^in the duties ii^f bospilaKty. 

CHAP. 
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WtE(£N jQird 'Nevjpi ^hacl Jeft tbe <2(m v^i^^ 

higb^t jiati^&CtiQQ^^ tbe;pi^paqt Jbefose 
th^j»; hat Mv(ew^hsdw> sociner^sKeen 
4he jStew^g^r .dqp^it, Aha» -flying ito thp 
chapel, she threw herself at the &Qt tof 
jj^p alt^^r*" .Holy yiifgiffr «Kal*iHfted 
^bft *^ jw^vp my thank3 fer tfhe [ireseiw 
TaJ»w pf ^libe good ;4u«IJii ^loitfi the j^e- 
jiercwis ^I^ppold! ^rom ih^ bveaat 0f 
th^ ^t dispel the dpDd Qf f«Qisrow <thRt 
s»dde»5 Uns life ! aod, f«^ ftl\e l^t, guide 
and direct his youth to a reward h0fit- 
)Omg ^ 4ni^iits! JECor thy suf^liant, 
JMargsMrel;, be it imtp Im m thy wiadoiv 
jwlgQs best ! If toi^ise hisr to the liaa^ 
^Im fyiA^f t^wh ber to ^bearher ioi^ 

tune 
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tune with moderation, to remember her 
days of adversity, and to feel for others; 
if to degrade her, enable her to support 
the disgrace with patience, content with 
the testimony of her friends and of her 
own heart ; and receive, as thy child, her 
whom a cruel stepdame denies chastely 
to appertain to the noble Fitzwalter !'• 
. The abbess, with her sister Clarice 
and Alice, at that moment joined her.— ^ 
** You are well employed, Margaret,'* 
said she. " What was the object of your 
prayer ?'' 

** Thanks for the preservation of Am* 
tin and Leopold," replied Margaret—* 
*^ moderation for myself, if unexpected- 
ly raised to honour, or resignatipn incase 
of my birthright being denied— with 9 
wish to pass my days in your sodetyi 
lady." 

" Whatever may be the event, ypii 
are too young to form any decided opi* 
nion," answered the abbess. /'A.wor 
man who passes her life in a convent, far 

fit)m 
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from sin and the turmoil of life, doth 
well ; but she who fulfils her duty in do- 
mestic life doth better. At our great 
and final account, the vestal can only 
plrad that she perhaps escaped sin by 
shunning temptation; but the chaste 
wife, surrounded by her children, and 
her children's children, shall claim a 
higher distinction. * These,' shall sbe 
say, * are mine ; I bred them virtuous ci- 
tizens of the world, and now presenj^ 
them candidates for immortal happiness/* 

" Lady," said Margaret, " if such is 
your opinion, who so proper as. yourself 
to have enforced the example ?" 

** Alas^ Margaret ! you know not 
what you say. lama wife, a wretched 
wife, whose tears can never cease to 
flbw/' 

** If you could be wretdbed, let women 
forswear marriage," answered Margaret. 

" Not so," replied the abbess. ** All 
are not bom to buflfet with adversity— 

aU 



V 



sil mothers ^are* tlot to mffet s^ se^ei'dy^ 

tiiifir subject* was adyant5ed» foi^ atl aife^ 
W0epit!g rmind^ ittsev Dear* lady; yoiiJ 
woond nary- heart; thfe dctmetdo tunis^'- 
amry, and sifc^tef Claii^e— Porgiv* mfe, F 
have eitedi unintentionally.'*' 
' '• My sweet child/' retliwied- the ab^ 
bess^ « there is nothing to fdrgi^e; I atti*^ 
seMfeh thus to intrude my sorrows; but 
at^ times* th^ vrill have vent, though' 
lately my mind has been more easy than 
for many years." 

" The saint^^ bfe jfraisedr li^ed^ 
Alice ; " the ' great iPhysidaoi of hearts, 
in his own- time, catt^ heal the^ severest* 
wouttdfir.^ 

The discourse then turned on Mal*i^ 
garefs voyg^ to Ettglanfd : aH ex()ress- 
ed satlsftietion at' tH^ news they had obi^ 
taihed respecting the friar and Leopold, 
deriving th^reftomi a happy prognostic. 

**As 
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^'AfrMargarefe will appear m Ehglbnif 
as -one fop whom* T am. neecrljr interested," 
said' the abbess, **fbr -my Honour and hep 
own it is necesstery that all should bo 
suiting; you, dame Alice,- will therefore 
Bfe good enough to take a sum of money, 
ami make her elotbing befitting^a daugh^' 
ter of the house of ORtzwalter;*' 

All' being arranged^ at the time ap- 
pointed lord' NevilVattendedat'the con- 
v&tt, and from the hand of the abbess re* 
ceived Margaret, who, with Alice, took* 
Itetre of their friends; 
^ The -separation cost both parties mstrty^ 
tears ; but the abbess assuming a cheer- 
fol countenance, at length said — " My 
dear child, my heart forebodes good. Dry 
your tears; we shall, I trust, meet in 
honour-~But shoidd injustice triumph, 
remember you have a friend and a liome 
at St. Mary's." Then turriing to lord 
NerU^, she added^— ^' My lord^ to you I 
intrust my daughter Margaret and my 
fxiaid 'Aliee^ I entreat you^ with ail du^i 

ty. 
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ty, pay my respects to Hne king of Eng- 
kuod, and tell fais grace, that in the im- 
pending causel only pray the right may 
prosper, and the false be confounded }^ 

Margaret then knelt ; the abbess bless- 
ed and emlnraoed her. Alice afqsroaehed 
tpkiss her hand, but the unassuming 
Adelaide saluting her venerable cheeky 
said — ** Fie on this distance ! there is no 
i^nk superior to virtue. Heaven guide 
and protect you ! — ^farewell T So saying, 
she pulled down her veil to conceal her 
emotion, and waving her hand as a final 
adieu, the heavy gates of St Mary's 
dosed. 



CHAPTER VIIL. 



During Isabel's voyage to England,. 
Richard De Launcy endeavoured all in 
his power to obtain hex &vour; for 

though 
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though her person did not affect his 
heart so powerfully as that of Margaret 
had tlone, he was by no m^ans insensi- 
ble to the united charms of youth» 
wealth, and beauty. Isabel behaved 
with. great reserve; she avoided all he 

■ 

could construe into rudeness, but treated 
him with an unvaried coldness, little flat- 
tering to his pretensions. 

On their arrival in London she was 
conveyed to the house of the lord De 
Launcy. She was shocked at the altan- ' 
tion that had taken place in her motherV 
person ; but concealing her emotion, she 
paid her duty with the warmth and af- 
fection that was natural to her. 

Whether lady De Launcy was inte- 
rested, from the knowledge of how little 
she deserved her daughter's tenderness, 
or that illness, by detaching her from 
dissipation, rendered her more awaken- 
ed to it, she received her with an affec- 
tion she had never before shewn. She 
appeared charmed with her personal im- 

VOL. IV. F provement. 



9» 



ST. MAHaAREt'S CAVE { 



]^ntv6ttieht, and fe^ressed the utmi3st sa- 
tisfaction at hei- tfeturn.^** Yet, Isabel/' 
a^id shfe, dfter jsott\e discourse, •* tre are 
undet mrtch toxiety dn yoiir acttourtt, us 
V$ hdvt* evi^y reason to dresid thAt we 
shall be obliged to admit a shater in the 
e«t4te df which you are the rightinl hiiir.'* 

•* So I hftw ho sharer in youl- aflfee- 
tion, my dear mother, I am satisfied; 
^lid I promitie, in return, yiou shall haVe 
ilo sbdteir in kny duty. In this ptiecarioua 
state of ydilt health, 1 hav^ lio time to 
tliihk Of fortune/V 

Lady I>g Launcy then questioned her 
r^fepi^ing Margaret, to all of Which she 
replied with c&iidour; but her hiother 
could mt but obserti^ that the tirbufai- 
staridBS which had taken pliaice ki Norths- 
utobet'ltod hadj in the relation to her, 
he^n much softened^ or that she fae^seU* 
suppresised the most impl^sant parts. 
No per^ua^ion, when night ^prouched> 
would make Isabel feavte her mother's 
apartment : sli^ Untreated to have a small 

bed 
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bed by her side-*-** A ddiightei''s attention 
is mdre saluteiy thm thtit df ustj 6thelt 
j^erton^" said she^ ^^a^ uhless rhy mothelr 
k displeased With me^ Atid odin|>el8 me 
to leave her^ I will remam h^e; if lihe 
finds me A had nurse^ she can but change 
me to-morrow night'* 

The most uafeelihg nlhids have the^ 
moments of compntiction ; a bdbre-un-' 
Mt sensation jdayed abont the heart of 
kdy JDe Launcy^ and Which^ as she be* 
came diore accusft<mii^ to Isabd, daily 
strengttened. Sh6 regarded ititb astcN 
nishment a ehoiaoter so unlike her oitn; 
for though amusement and {ileasure 
CQuried her daughter on ev^ry side, shd 
dedkied all for th^ melandioly attend- 
ance of asiek dbambeT; and when press- 
ed by her father4fv-law to pay her duty 
at i^ourty replied—"** £xcuse me, my lord^ 
I havB a higher duty first to fulfil. My 
mother restored to bedlth, I shall gladly 
.ac^company her." 

F a . Though 
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Though lady De Launcy trembled ai^ 
the disgrace that might attend her from 
theimpending trial, she had no means left 
to draw back with honour. Her health vi- 
sibly grew worse, for the gnawing worm 
of conscience preyed upon her life. Lord 
DeLauncy's ill-hufndur likewise increas- 
ed ; he surmised his high favour at court 
was declining, and should his wife die, 
he had small hopes that Isabel would 
w^ed his son, whom she appeared cau-' 
tiously to avoid. Resolved, therefore, if 
possible, to bring that event to an imme- 
diate certainty, he took an opportunity 
to speak on the subject to lady De 
Launcy, in the absence of her daughter. 
She promised to exert her influence, yet 
could not but think the measure precipi- 
tate in her present state of health. 

On speaking to Isabel, she urged her 
own and lord De Launcy's wishes ; and 
though she did not press her to wed im- 
mediately, entreated her to consider 

Richard 
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R ichard De Launcy as the man designed 
for her husband, and to receive him as 
siich. 

** My dear mother," answered Isabel, 
** it may be lord Pe Launcy's wish to 
see me mamed to his son, for he can 
have no interest in me, save only to my 
fortune ; but to you* my happiness, I am 
convinced, must be of some account. I 
love not Richard De Launcy, nor ever 
can ; and suffer me to say, that at this 
tjaoment, when your health ought to be 
the first object to your family, that I re- 
gard the proposal as an insult." 

Lady De Launcy's persuasions were 
vain ; she could not obtain from Isabel 
the smallest concession in Richard's fa* 
vour. — " My dear diild," at length said 
she, " you will have much to contend 
with, and the power of lord De Launcy 
may be necessary to support your cause." 

^* I have no cause to support— I stand 
not against truth ; I am as convinced as 
that I have life, that Margaret has a just 

F 3 right 



tight to tibe tftotMin of FUsw^lt^, and 

younger sister.** 

^ Wwk, i^^uqtJ^giil! if you fti*ow 
fi^rtYin^ fr«W you, you w9l heiwfter, 
irben gfOWQ wis^, r^peQt Thei^liih 

vttteehm^nts cf el)Udhoo4 «« ill i»iati}r?r 
iig^ wm fw^pttep, ftfid liijrty to y^er 
parmt9 ftud to yQvmeW dfmAn4 thftt y@9 
deff nd your property to the utmoit f^ 
yopr power,'* 

^ I will do la hy thi* which ii jiwtly 
»rine/- iqipw^^ I«ihd; ^^but I mi 
convinced thitt you know fipt ^tt ^e air- 
^mstdne^ that attend this case, or in- 
deed you would thiok m I do. I would 
sooner «>j0y a fourth part of my father's 
property with peace, than the whde with 
Snjustioe. Margaret Is an afl^ionate 
and a good girl ; no ww^ doro^tory to 
you ever eiscap^s her lips, and if she 
might, I am sure cdie would lov:^ you.** 
, XAdy De l^uney turned mie, but 
mad£ mi rpply • 

«My 



feting .^e -^m §Q9i^wbfll iRpqy^4* f' I 

lag to 4eBpy9 % <?^bfp, of fter %b1; 

will §¥PF feiH»g ft¥#r «?'" . 

-" II i§ tpft. fetp It^ rett^" 8?i4 HjF 
Bf J^Wtgy* *« or J nftw nayfelf ^floo^t 
wwh no dispute lijid arisen \ fon j J}f ye 
09 4(Wl>| \Hjt tli^ f|% yfill Jmyp powef 
^ poalfLg ^l|e )cing bdieye wbt^tl^epl^se^.'' 

-« MpK>pe(94iPg8 leigfet lip ea§tty 5t<>pT 

1^" au#w#r?d ififti)^ } '< m^ m^\y it 

would b^ bettQf |o givp up "vtrltli ^ good 

^if^ nrhftt we ^h|i^ bs <>bligf4 l» yield 
to ^e ?" 
«f J^ J)e I^wa(y wiU neye? <««» 

« Wbsl ciwfleni ^9 )t be tp hire ? 
J^fgrgfkFe): ^atb 4reft4y ^H8e4 hifi PPn'^ 
hftPA »i4 J wiU never pp(?ept it" 

This was a sjjbjept ef wl4cb 1^7 D^ 

F 4 Launcy 



« 

iMonby wto as y^t uniMxjuidoted^^'ftt it 
1^ beeft carefully ccmc^ed fi^io Jmm 
iite tfaerelbre questioned Isabel minute^ 
}y» and afterwards asked an explanatioitt 
of her lord, who, as it could not be de* 
nkdy by his equivocal replies eonfirmed 
the truth of what Isabel advanced. 

His ill humour on hearing that she to^ 
tally ne|ected his son was not to be re^ 
strained ; he even forgot himself suffi- 
ciently to speak in terms that shewed 
how little the illness of his wife affected 
him, and grossly declared, that as he was 
not to be benefitted by lord Fitzwalter's 
property, he should be cautious how he 
shared the disgrace attached to it. 

Weakened by illness, lady De Launcy 
felt this reproach severely. — '^ Alas !" 
said she, '^ it is too true, that, possessed 
by the rage of avarice, I have acted un* 
worthily ; but that, my lord, was known 
to you speedily after our marriage, and 
you alone have enjoyed the profit of what 
now so bitterly torments me." 

More 
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More i)»wds fdlowed, bat^IstbEi^ ^en^ 
trance^ htohs on^ the dilute, ^nd^ lofd 
De Launej'passing ter without spfeak^ 
ing, left the apartraentr > 

From that day he seldom visited hiisp 
lady, though h^r ittness iQcareaded ra^id-^ 
]y. Isabels oares, on Hie contra^; '«6- 
douUed; and hard and corrupt as 4)er 
mother's heart naturally was, she made 
her feel the worth df an estimaUe and 
virtuous child* 



»» 



CHAPTER DL 



Ferdinand De Hoffinan bad reachec? 
England in . safety. Uncertain where to 
find Leopold^ he judged it best to land 
in Northunibeiiand, and proceed to the 
domain of Fitzwalter^ judging that, at 
all events^ he: shoiild'there learn the des* 
tination of Austin^ from whom he con- 

F 5 eluded 



1^. 



' dud^A iMtoprid was imt &k dbtlitit lAt 
iiie castle he |m«ned tkat t^^Harhul 
. bMn i^km to Lopd^n^ oivl oiso ^teA 
mtefligence where to fti4 BiuirUlft Ofit* 
tage, as he^ bad frequQndy beard Leo- 
polil meaiiaii the good old iQan. From 
Bridget he obtained ali die informatioii 
he requir^, alnd 0»rotng gold upoH faer^ 
departed. ' 0« hfe arrival hi London he 
in^i«edat the relt^uK houses, atid maa 
learned the event of the trial,, and that 
Austin was now at the Grey Friars, 
ivhere^ for a time, the fiithera had suf- 
fered Leopold to attend hitn. , 

Austin, Lfiopodd, asid David, were 
seated in the c^tt^ conversing on thestxb- 
ject nearest their hearts, the expectancy 
of MargasctV filming (fi)F lord l}jevil 
had heen gene some dajr^^, ivhon ^he 
fnkt saddinr*^^ By ilud ineccyiiof Heaisn^ 
I trust ali ipvi|l end. wdl. Mow mucdi 
happier s^ I thanuiir dasbertsf. Thou, 
Ijeopeid, art in thft high liaad tfi g^n h^ 
ti0vat and waskovm^ ani^, Maigatet^ftcaiiae 

concluded^ 



bat bone^ friends in Nbythumli^li^^k^ 
ytAir fitstpatron^ fiiar John, aiid^pd my 

: « .F»<*iie»/' anfw«r^4 lipoid, « I gpow 
^tim^&Pk UltsSk faeslv^^f ly ti^i^[^ 

4Di|ailff^*^ yi>i|i^ 

« ThoM, D^ feo^, feifsi ^nWny ^^ *o 

>ftijfil; 1" bgv^ Wt 9»£^ «nd ,th»fc 1^ <p 

oount." • 

*'i]iffii«r 4Qia^^^ but ¥e wft* .diBf^jne4 *«> 
go^t^ P^%9> tp ^[^, 9s A seopn^tfy 

i8m« opiiHiHi bf fiUe4» F<9ir 9»y ^m- 

pW^ I cannot prfOUlW^ to J44ge; j^t; I 

F 6 stance.- 
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stance attended his going tkitter. YoUy 
fethen have no call^ and therefdre'U^ 
should you distress^ your friends by sud^ 
a step?*' 

*^ As yet I can form no decided rteo* 
lution ; but as Heaven wills it^ so be it 
unto me.** 

At that moment a fiiar came in.-^ 
*« Birother,'' said he to Austin, " ther&is 
a youth at the gate, that inqi^riss fyt 
thee or Leopold~-good truth> as I should 
judge, his brother, for he favours hitn 
much." ... 

** I have no * toother, fkthef,'*. rqiUed 
Leopold, ** thftt can come hither^; it is 
doubtless some inessenger firom llse couft 
or elsewhere." 

*' I pray ye admit him," said Austin i 
** we will come forth and receive him.'* 

The friar w^nt out, and- Austin and 
Xieopeld followed to the gate of the con- 
Vent, whei^ a tall youth, dothed in the 
deepest semblance of outward swrow, 
awaited them. In an instant Leopold 

sprang 
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sprang fi»^iMrd> #Maim$i»gr~'VM3r.})o<^ 
l^ friend! ncty ^pwiemus Be HofTinan^ 
«an I vhdfevie toy eight ?r-Is it possil^ 
that I see thee in England?** 

A^ i^:Jmo^oiD& HoiSltn^i ^tustin 
iny<iuntaiily started, tamed pale^ and 
trembled. — "I pray ye pardon nae," said 
he^ in a hurried voice; " but I have feel- 
ings that demands an iointediat^ an&w^r : 
wfco, I p(ray9 hatte 3^ had the miafortune 
to^loa^ aimdst your faqaily ?—fTdo surely 
my ^haart forebodes^ it is the ftWbsess Ade* 
laide— '* 

As. he spoke^ be lemed 4gi^t a pillar 
for support^ Im . i^jres fixed with energdh 
tier earmsstiiesii ]pn P^4mand» and eiffary 
muscle of his face working wijkh agonised 
expectation. . : 

"Good fw»^ answered Fer^nsaadi 
" Iblesft Hewen, my:aunt Adelaide and 
aU ia the^oonyentf were^weU wl^B I left 
Biemai. My lossis nearf!i«y^myj#flr 
sshd hondured^firth^r is: no more." * 

** Alas ! ^aa !'* . exclaimed Austin,. ap» 

parently 
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pMrei}tty lest to all around him, ^ ^mt 
Joseph ! thou hast haalened eaity to the 
grave : the saints seodve ikee into the 
mansions of the blest ! Thou hadst hat 
lew effrors, and those sot heinous, and I 
dou1)t ncft art at peace.'' 

*f Ferdinand,'' s^ Leopold, ^* need I 
say I grieve thou hast. cause of sonow ? 
Thy noUe &tfaar is, I trust, hap;^; let 
that thought enable thee' to h^9x with 
Tesignation what one day thy ehildiMi 
must bear for thee." 

Ferdinand pressed Leopold'^hand, but 
mad^ no reply ; Ae fuAiefs ipanner and 
emotion astonished him, and turning 
quickly, he said-**-.^' You then knevr my 
£itlier, good £11^ ?" 

Austin, recalled to recollection fay the 
i^uestion, paused a momant, then replied 
*— '^ I knew him (om^ yeans ago, and 
grieve that his latter days vfexe m idsitad 
with aufifeiingas 1 hai^^ he^rd they weta" 

** I thank you, kind father. I faaiRe 
lost no time in hastening to England, 

as 



mi^ TSE ismfs tmonit. Ill 

w I hflTQ bu^66s of the utmost import 
•with Leopold, and entreat you, as his 
nearest fiAen4, to be present at what I 
have to disdose/' 

^ You muy aommapd me to»morrow 
—for the present I will retire, aad say a 
mass ibr the eepos^ ^t^ beiiat JDe Hoff* 



man.^ 



: *f I thank you* Iteofcld and I will 
attend yoa ; but what I have to say c^It 
not hie de3ay4fid beyond this night. A 
man^ fiiar, th^ is faeaidly kdeo, wishes 
t& hjB isdieval ef the weight, ai^ leTen 
s^ &^ the yoi^ befi^e yoi|." 

^* In fjh^ evening then, oiy sim, J will 
attend thee. I wHI go now to the duty 
I spoke of ; ycm will join inia in the cba- 
jiel?^* 

now* fny dear F^isdiQipd, so sorifowful 
m the j&mnt that has b»mght yoi^ to 
England, and so sad are y^mv }Q0ka, that 
I aB^ almost grieved to s^e yoy. You 
say y^ai have biwnesa^f jio^fKir^ wrth 

me? 
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me ? Command nSe ; I will fly to exe- 
cute it'* • 
** Alas! there is nothing to execute.- 
I have, indeed, a hea%7^ task' to fiilfil: 
but I nHIl accomplish it, Leopold^ and - 
thpn — 



n. 



If there is danger, you ishall not meet 
it alone," interrupted Leopold. " Whfat 
have 1 done, Ferdinand ? You look at 
me, if not coldly, at least with sorrow, 
and a sentiment that I cannot express; 
Pardon me for mentioning the* subject ; 
but perhaps the count, your father, te- 
vealed to you the cause of his aversion 
to me, and you find it so just, that you 
adopt itr 

Ferdinand threw himself into the arms 
of his friend — "Probe not my heart, 
Leopold ! Speedily thou shaltknow all; 
but, both on thy account and on my own, 
I wish the presence and advice of avirise 
and good man." 

" Be it so, then," answered Leopold^ 
" Tell me then, I pray you, all you know ' 

respecting 
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respecting our friends at St Mary's? 
The lady Isabel^ we have heard, is in 
London^ theugh to see her is impossible, 
as she is at the lord De Launch's. His 
lady is said to be ill; but I speak only 
from a report that I have collected at 
court-" 

Ferdinand expressed his surprise at 
hearing Isabel was in England, as he left 
her at Bremen ; but as he had been in 
Northumberland^ • and she had come 
stmight to the port of London, the mys- 
tery was easily explained. 

, At that moment a friar announced to 
them that the mass was beginning, and. 
ceasing their eonvQrsation, they immedi* 
ately attended. 

,The sacred duty fulfilled, Ferdinand 
and, Leopold followed Austin to his cell. 
David was already there, but modestly 
withdrew on their entrance, and each 
taking his seat, a silence of some minutes 
ensued,—" Father," at length said Fer* 
dinand^ " I thank you for your attention 

' to 



n 

i 



tQ titp ipempry of iny ilea? ptae«il : <yciiir 
^eg, during the holy o^moiiy, pHfl^ 

^^W9ii ^t y «i held hw» in fi9«*e egti- 
Hpi^oA-;.-^^ i if ym\ l©Ye4 thf? ^th^r, at 
tt)i$ mpiQ^ pi^ hip 99n. ^ho I«b^n» 
Rp49r thf rnp^t pv^ w4 4i9&¥^uig Qf 

all sorrows." 

mn4 with «ptonishinM.tVU^y gfi^^ 
ymih" 8B?w««4 Austip. n&U^, '< W 
a^suied f>f my fripHclship m^ advipe, hi 
ftU yott smy wish to (Insult me. Tb§ 
loss of a parent is douhtl^w \myy» httt 
ii§Ug}^ teaohes v»s ^ m9d«9»te ©«r grief. 
Jf yqu wp nnh^py, 8©* pwfl^lfttm 
fiefm avffeommm »»4 glw^nw F»th^, 

and the meanest and mo^t moful Pf his 
lareatHres hepe b^pe yoH wUl by night 
or dftyt by bis pr»yew 9fid mm^^^, 
en4e4¥our tp c^iro your wind." 

« I thank «ad Wew yow," msw^ed 
Ferdm«94with»h(imedsceirQt. ^-hmr 
pftld drew <rf you ?i ^thM picture. 
Yau call biw son : if the unhappy 9r» 

your 
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yam (Aiii^n, 00 «^n#^s elqiiii is «upeiior 
tjQ thait of Feitiinwd/' 

*f Tlie unluppy ^te ipd^^d iii5r ehiW 
dnsi,'^ ADfiwerod Aufitia ; ^' but the eoxmt 
De Hoffinan hath too maby duties to 
fUlfi}, to 9ii&f hipi to lie of that nmn- 

^ Truermt»ie, he liath ao,^' repliod he; 
^ iHit Jepdiiifind De Hc#iiaii hftth no 
dnheiilmae fiwv^ fikame and sorrow," 

The insanity that had afflicted Joseph 
De Hofihian at that moment strode for- 
siiAy on the miqda cf hotli Austin and 
Leopold : fearing the like a^llietiou was 
&iim on Fevdinaod^ the latter w^ bit- 
terly, and attempted to leave the cell ; 
tnit Ferdinand catching him by the gar- 
foent, said«^ I pray your patience ; but 
bad ye my task to eseeute, you would 
take as much time as I do. Leopold, 
look on me : neither thou nor I are what 
wo appear«.<»thou art a suffejttr, and I ap. 
impofltor.'^ 

*^My 
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My dear youth," interrupted Austin, 

sorrow hath fevered thy brain ; thou 
shalt retire to-night, to-morrow we will 
talk at full. Leopold and myself will 
watch thee.** 

" I w<mder not that ye think me mad," 
answered Ferdinand ; " but though my 
brain is bursting with shame and anguish, 
my senses are clear. I repeat^ Leopold 
is not what he seemeth ; he is the true 
and lawful heir of De Hoffman." 

Leopold, concerned beyond measure, 
answered — " I am, my beloved friend^ 
what you please to-night, so you retire 
to rest, which I conjure you to, unless 
you would grieve me to death." 

" No," exclaimed Ferdinand, " not 
tiU the fatal secret be revealed, the weight 
of which hath been so great, that my sad 
soul hath sickened, even at the sight of 
the blessed sun." 

" For pity's sake defer what you have 
to relate until the morning !" said Austin ; 

" you 
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*' you win then be more collected. The 
count De Hoffman had but one son, and 
you are he.'* 

" Joseph De Hoffman had, indeed, 
but one son, and I am he ; but the count 
John De Hoffman had, by his wife Ade- 
laide, a -son- — -^ 

** Gracious Hejiven ! enable me to bear 
the suffering thou infiictest upon me !** 
exclaimed Austin. Then turning to 
' Ferdinand, he added, mildly — ^ Alas ! 
good youth, know you not that unhap- 
py child perished in his infancy ?" 

** He did not perish," returned Ferdi- 
nand, quickly.—*' Open thy vest, Leo- 
pold : hast thou not a deep scar in thy 
side?'* 

The friar trembled, but did not speak. 

** I have," answered Leopold ; ** but 
how I received it I know not." 

♦* From the hand of thy father, as thou 
laidst sleeping on the bosom of thy mo- 
ther, Adelaide of £ltzen, 'countess De 
Hoffman." 

Leopold^ 
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Lto^ld^ dofivkiced the ithdle arosd 
ftom insanity, vfai ptepanng to tfadlie a 
reply, when turning, he discdVeifed Aus«* 
tin ftltihg to the edHh without sense x)r 
xhotien^ 

^ ''6vMioui{>0ilretis!\vfaat^a^thiamidail 
I know not ; but for the love of Heaven; 
Ferdinand, stl|}pott Mm ^hile I fetch 
Water! But s^, kis colour retUms.^^^ 
Father^ are you bitter ? 9Ure tome ina* 
lignlitit planet is abtoAd to t^x my Ataf^ 
est fHends." 

** I thftnk ye-**-giVe mfe aih^stuCcMtiliue^ 
Ferdliiabd: Stom whom faad^ thou this 
tale?'' 

« From nqr expiring partlit;' 

** My good youth, thou art not tmr 
to karA, thit th^ ilnhappy iktlier W^s, 
for isome yearr ^r^ious to his deitU, at 
times deranged m his iiitelleets ?" 

** This adcount isl, how^yet, true,** fe- 
sumed F^inand. ** The story is hitig^ 
but the deception was ejteeuted by means 
of one Nicholas Deuhopt, who wait^ 

on 



<« tiiie i£Otiilt» fltld Mis wife l>d#eti[t&a, 
who was the iafaht's tlUnie" 

"Oh» youth, if 14 be ^iMldi^, dhd 
thou cdiiftt tell the Istotj tidltedsdly, I 
cMjuye thee, by itiy isdoh peaise, to d» 
siti !^ ri^Mt^ Ati^Ufi< " I fenv« g^ atid 
we^htf i^tUobl Ito tfaU request^ thbt 

tlitm Hhitdt he^i^i^ know." 

Leonid tHmtght the ^iar ei^aUy di«. 
ttabted with ^ei^lkiatid, bat op^ti(»i 
being fhiitknie, he yeisbl ved to ektsemd i^ 
]«lult ill ilil)^:^. 

Feifdini^d theti Hdlated miftutely tive 

^4ty idir the eoUiit De HctShftdi's iAitl> 
riage with Adel^ifde of Sltiten, his je»« 
lousy, and its fotiU ea(a6m)(^«, a« he 
faitkiielf had befo#e dii»dosed if to the 
king, save th*t his ^ty fejr his unde Was 
expfcaeed in the warmest terdib. 

'the iHai^'6 emotion made him pAUse, 
but entteating Ferdinand to proceed, he 
added^" So fat: dost thou indeed too 
ttruly know the sad story." 

"Alas! 
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" Alas ! it is methodical madness." ob- 
served Leopold, mentally. 

" The countess De Hoffman," conti- 
hued Ferdinand, " already weakened 
and affected with a slow fever, was im- 
able to bear the cdamity that had fallen 
pn her. She gave way to the most ex- 
travagant despair, and though by nature 
as mild as the dove, vented a thousand 
execrations against her husband, that 
redoubled the unhappy man's despair. 
Having, she was at length conveyed to 
her chamber. My uncle's state was yet 
more distressing, and, uncertain how to 
act, my aunt Clarice sent for my father. 

'* On his arrival at the castle all was in 
confusion. The death of the countess, 
whose vehemence had been followed by 
convulsions, was hourly expected, as was. 
also that of the child. On the ensuing 
day the baron Fitz waiter came to, Bre- 
men : he was on the point of a second 
xxiarriage, but, warmly attached to the 

memory 
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memory of his first wife, he resolved to 
visit the spot that contained her ashes* 
and also to see the count De Hoffman^ 
who was his dearest fiiend, before his 
marriage took place. 

** The calamities that hung over our' 
house made it necessary my uncle should 
withdraw till the event of the infantV 
wound was known. My father pressed 
it, and was warndy seconded by Fitz- 
walter; but their entreaties were vain, 
and the infant's danger increasing, to 
prevent him from the shame that might 
accrue, he was forced on board a vessel 
and conveyefd to England. 

^ Alas ! now, my friends, pity the 
youth whom cruel necessity, honour, and 
Ae strong injunctions of a dying parent, 
forces to disclose crimes that he would 
^ve his life to erase. The countess lin- 
gerie^ as it were, in the arms <^ deaths 
during which Clarice, who accused her- 
self as the cause of all the sorrow that 
had" befallen her, never quitted her apart- 

voL. IV. a snent 
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th^jcare of fai^ xuorse, ]>oretJb^a» «. irm^ 
ntm m whom th^ xK^unteaft pla^ g^^ 
trust D^rethen W9$ the wife cf Ififi^IjipbT 
1 as Deuhopt, one of the ooxmt';^ vaM;c^ 
an j^rtful villaiD^ who would have ^cra^ 
pled no action^ however heinws> foi; 

'' The io&iit^ after it$iacdd^9t,iii4 tw^ 
or l^iree tines hem vMlted with.iit$^ and 
one d^^ was ao severely jittadfied, that^ 
tJtie ni^ws of it» death was puUished 
throughout the oastle, £>v it lay wi|JbQi;it 
sKsnse or the smallest motioii. Clark«(t. 
who was presenty unaUf to h«^ the 
si^t, wiihdcewy leaving ia th^ apart- 
ment only my father^ !Deuho{»t, an4 iH» 
-v^ Doreiibea. Wbc;da«r muy father h«ii 
by any meam s^h^wn hi3 wish ibr. m* 
cTj^afsed w;^h I know not, but liim^ 
hogU Ipokmg at the infant^ BB^d-^' May 
your spirit re^t in p^»ie«! My young 
l(^ Im honcvur the eouni^ can now mr 
ver xetuxn to ^Crermany/ . .i 



» 

*^ Alas! hMP €aa<io«|8 might welfohe, 
to stifle e^ery sie^nliv^ to commit €^1 $ 
^fiie base words of Deubt^t awoke^ iix 
mf fiitibef 8 Blind the. unjiuit aii4 detest^ 
Ale idea of pos^^aitiiig himself of his \xo»i 

^^ To iheiv gnat sqi^rise, however, e& 
ter some ediifiideisdble time the child be* 
ffoi 1o fitaniggle, and ki a few fniimtes 
opened its eyes qrvi eried fkintty . 

^ My father and Deuhopt l^en wkk* 
dnnr.tw^ You* w6re mistaken, Deuhopt,' 
said the coUnt : ^ WdSiam will, I firmly 
beliem, leoever.' 

* It is Impossible/ tepiied he. ^ Was X 
aa OGrtain dt the estate ae your lerdship, 
I aboidd aboadgr think mysdf the count 
He WoSEaant 

* /jeount De Hoftnim !' repeated my 
fidlier; ^AathisdfeathcouldnotmakenKe.^ 

^ VetiittmadkHitely : hat, parden me^ 
niy loni; your bvother could never re* 
tttoi^ and youvs^^and son are i^e im* 
mediate hein.* • 

G a « This 
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1 . « This infernal pmson once streWed' in 
my &ther*s mind, I grieve to say, en« 
gxoss^d all his thoughts. The diild^s 
}x&lth grew better, and ought to have 
quelled all expectation ; but the fiend 
avarice had taken such deep root, thiait it 
was not to be disjdaoed, — * Deuhopt,* 
said my father^ as he attended him, 
Vthou hast awakened in my. heart d 
thought that I would give half my for- 
tune to fia-get.' . 

* With humility, my ]ord,Van8wared 
>he, * may I crave to know: it ?* 

• I w6uld,* replied he, * I could hide it 
irmn myself f Had Williaqi died, my 
son, as thou saidst^ would be henesafW 
count De Hoffinan; for my Inrother, 
though waHn and impetuous in. his pas^ 
sions, idolizes his wifi^ and child, and 
would, in case of t^e death of dther, ne^ 
ver lo^g survive— nay, indeed; his state 
of mind is s^ch, that I touch questioabot. 
he siqks under the dreadful oonsequenoes. 
Ills passion has already occasioned* 

•My 
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r . * M3r lord,' said Deuhq^t, ^ and whose 
right hy justice is prior to yours? A 
thousand events may happen between 
this and the baron William's attaiiiki^ 
the age of manhood. For my part, J 
think a wise man should ever seize for* 
tune by die forelock, an d > * 

'Deuhopt, what meanest thou?' in« 
temipted my father. 

^ Children are mortal, my lord.' 

** My father started — * Deuhopt,' re- 
p£ed he, ' dost thou think I would mur- 
der my brother's child ?' 

'.No,' my Icffd, * but there are tnen who, 
Sx a competent sum, might serve them^ 
fidves and you.' . 

' By murder ?' repeated my &ther. 
* A curse attend them !' 

* Your lordship is so irritabte. I have 
no interest, and simply meant, that a 
report of the child's death might be 
spread, and for a stated sum he might be 
adopted, and <liough hot lm)ught up ba- 

G 3 ron 
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roi^ De HofikaiH yet beniade « Mfi^ect- 
nble member pf-Meiety/ 

' lieaire me-^^ will <w^' wkeh I harre 
«eaaa9R for thee/ 

t '« Deabept left my fitiiflr^ Aka! Mi 
wSl fi^^int pvedominrfted, ibr in leisr tirati 
an lK>ur be recsflled faksi^ «!id tben^^^^^K^ 
Mlfe^l]le the h(Mnd delflfl HoiKft ili|ri*e« 
pentant fiither many «Ad biMen pMigs ^ld 
relate ij|» 4ImI w6iaU ^eoat ne ah ekjlial 
umi^Bmtx^Wj^ k. Ijet it aiiffiM that 
OdeulR^.ttiideftodkatt; life bnly ft^^]^ 
said, was his wife, Who stet^ed irt iriHi^ 

peld^-i-^9Mrt tbendreaehatl by tibevttlttte 

with an opiate, which gja^e ^e^ry 4{i% 
^e«Nmce'^ tbe ^tbftfelhMl'feiefofi^^^ 
tacked thte.. Clagi»e^w« ^ < dini 4heate^ 
vantsr attebded^-^^ iMIafeedf ihee ^i&g^ 
and % my fitthet's adviee^ iahmiiff sm^ 
fciw tbey at kbgtk y^ithAttv^^ l«Mr«g 
ofiil^ bimael^ Defd»^,.Qiid the nyna 
X>nrelteoit w^ kiiMiriy) ^Inttr^ the Itenl^ 
iMTshness of her budbiaid temfied her to 
...... -.. > alencei 






y 



y 



^Simtei and tiie wA^ heiiig cliosen fi» 
this dkbolieal sde»e, wrajip^ m adoa^k^ 
under whioh in thy state ol'ift^ensfbiM^r 
thou wert conceded, the aieeurded "v^retch 
hf a priiraibe gate left Hie cadtl^, and bore 
tj^ee to a loive pait ^ the eity, wheK he 
fkeed thee wi€h his Mster, as a ehSd he 
ind unkikyvm ia his tvife. To aecMift 
tat thy qi|>eanuar«ey cMkl the trbtmd n<A 
j^hoalcd^ be said Hky saotheif wais kM^ 
iy dcad»and that belrig iiegle«ted, thdtt 

^ incbt at piay ffllieift c»i alorife^ andhttd 
aonroa^ esioafed with life. 

''Is tlia mean tiftne— GradbHS He*. 

^ Ten ! would the infernal story wdre end- 
•adJ-^my .father locked the door of the 
^liM's iqpartmelit, saying to Qaiiee, it 
were better the infant was not seen any 
itnoreby the domestics, as they might 

- examine Ae wound, and the eonvnlsioilis 
in which it had expired had rendered it 
a sight of faoirhjf — ^that he would t^e on 
himself the wliole oare, wkh Dtokapt 
ttld tiii attiM0r tltet afi was^i^d^ 

6-4 ecuted^ 
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ecute^ and himself attend ks funeral, 
saying to all mquiriee, that fits woe iht 
immediate ca ise of its death. 

** Pardon me if I digress here to si^, 

vthat my misguided father had no sooner 

completed this unjust action^ than he de- 

,daxedr by all hts hopes of peaee hereafter, 

that he would have sacrificed his life and 

ft 

fwtune to have undcn^e it; but as that 
.was impossible, he was forced to pro- 
;Geed. A oc^n, and all the decorations 
^of death were provijiedj and Deuhopt 

and Dorethea were appointed to prepare 
.the in&nt for the tomb. Clarice with 

tears pressed to see the child for a final 
.adieu, but with great difficulty was-dis* 

fiuaded by my father ; and all being aiv 

ranged in a private manner, a rich coffin^^ 

filled with materials of a proper weight, 

was deposited in the chapel of the castite 

pfDeHofiman." 

** Is the coffin there now ?* demanded 

Austin, with a faltering accmt ; 

. *' It doubtless is ; but I sought it tiot, 

as 



OR, THE NtJN'5 StOEt. ^ 

aETit^may be a satisfaction td^^jiydM,^ 
4*tber to'the eoont De HoflPbaii-i*---? ' 

** Dear fafchet,'* intefirupted LeopoM, 
Hnpati^tly, "how eaii yoii duflfer'my 
friend to exhaust his strength aild spiniis 
ty 5ach a recital ?" ^-^ 

*^ Is k poi^iUe, ray brother, or rathe* 
my much- wronged cousin, that you c«i 
yet Honk that the account is &lse P'^^ald 



•* I think nothing to-night, <fear Per- 
^^tnandi" ' replied Leopold, ** but what 

t Austin, k)st in reflection, with min« 
gled passions wc^king on his futures, 
interrupted hitri-^*^ Eeace, I jj^ray ye, 
Lie<^old^ — ^Where is 1k>W -this Nicholas 
Deuhc^t?'* 

f^ A prihioner in the castle of De HofiT- 
man. Ff^om his &lse h^art shall every 
secret 1>e rent — ^But spare the inetoory 
of my filthier. Nicholas Deuhopt and ' 
Kicholas Sternhdm are the {$ame persoriv'* 

^ Nicholas Deuhopt ^nd Nich&las 

6 5 Sternheim 
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^ • ■' I. ' " ' ■> 

StetnMenx tki# acda&f' iep^aei' liBOpM, 

foi ^ iifsfc fifiae vtOietesteii ihUxentctat- 

r 

fiVef. *^ "Aetaa^, indeed, be a fasni utiin ; 
hut splire hifne-^^emeisif)^' be is my f»- 
^etr ' ':'•''♦ - ' 

" -^Hath the curse 6f inewAiMtyftllak 

elf^liK IStarnhdim or t>Bixhafft is not tlijr 
feth^lr: fo iiiewM&, gi^tieltn^/biii ijn». 
guided John De Hoffinan, dasft l^ou cmb 

'' I !pr^y yet, iieopt)! A^" taid AsstiA^ 
'* for I am unable, fetch me & dmogbk of 
water : my ieg^ ti^oiM^ ^tnd i»7 tongue 
€ileaves to my moirtb^ 

Leo|r<)ld obeyed, and the friAr, some- 
t^hat revived, ^aitveated F«Fdita8Hd Hy 
continue. 

*^ The coffiJi laid in the grave,* dbn- 
tfaiued Ferdinmd, *' t)dir^tliea Itras sent 
to olaim the bfiDPon Williaifi, saiying, as 
«he had no chiidr^ %ving, ^he would 
adopt him. My poor cousin, somewhat 
lecovered, knew his nurse ; be a^tioukted 

her 
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DiW^thBiy 4i^W wi^ «0sof]ot(^ied jbgr Z>ei|. 
.bcfit^ wtefeiMpfiiil of giving Wagr to bar 
<teRdeme8fr; bat |Npa^d ^ kifimitahw 
bosom, and having hefere reeeited W 
•dirafii«aiQfi &6m the eoufit }^ Hdfiman^, 
sl^ leflr Bveiaf^n ikiithig tbe Bight.. 

'^ Some fe!vir di^s alter» X>6iih<^t pi^-- 
tei^ided to have h^ard .that his v wile wds^ 
.^icky ^nd acc^dingly asked pennisAioti to^ 
attend bet, as bad been jeisitly devised! 
bffii^;^ unhappy lathei^ and himself. The* 
cdnditioHs of their agreement W6re~-that: 
Deiibopt should leave the kingdom, but. 
be previously furnidied with a sum of 
tponey sufficient to purchase an estate,. 
which was, with dl the profits thereof,, 
to be his for lijfe, and alsp for thM of Do- 
^ethea, but M their death to devolve Jbo^ 
their supposed son. Deuhopt executed! 
one part cf this commission faithfully,. 
.foir to secure bim^lf he travelled. all the* 
way to Marseilles, near which he pur- 
chased a vineyard; , but he. never i»* 

G 6 formed i 
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£)nned my father wliere^ for well'i 
ing that he did not dare cautsehimto 
pursued, he took away^ od bisfdeparttirey 
several rings and jeweb that appertaiuied 
ta his late master. 

^ My aunts some mcmtfas after retii^ 
into a convent, lind my father reeermed 
news from England that his utibajppy 
brother was dead. But though now all 
was arranged to his wishes, he was in 
truth the most miserable of men.: he 
knew no peace-^he would rise in the 
middle of th^ night, call the domestic^ 
alarm my mother, and, by every action, 
' betray the strongest ^symptoms of dew 
rangement All the count De Hoff- 
man's olddomesticshe discharged on Ta- 
rious pretences, and with «mall sums^ of 
money he settled them at a considerable 
distance from him. 

" Leopold's story you doubtless know, 
father. Father John's fixed determina- 
tion to go to Jerusalem was no >^imeii- 
cal fancy, but assuredly the immediate 

inspiration 
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iospixfttibn of HeiEiV(?h to proteitit tliiih 
rigbtfal heir. On Leopold's being prt^ 
sented to my fiither^ he ma^t recollect 
the «notion te underwent. The strong 
resemblance he bears the ftmily could 
not beov»looked; and^ on' Questioning 
hinv-thot^h Deirbopt had changed his 
ii^me, he became almost cc^vinced. 

*^ We eneounteved robbers — ^thfe scar 
in Leopold's i^de was then discovered^ 
ftudif a doubt remakied, it then vanished. 
Resolved, however, to be ascertained, al^ 
terisomestay at Brefnm my father took 
ajoamey to the south of France. There 
he found Deuhopt, an4 aU his fears were 
iioniirnied. - He furtiisbed the villain 
with more money, and overlooking the 
robbery he had odmtnitted, ordered him 
to follow him in ^ short time to Germa- 
ny, as to have attended him might haV6 
caused suspidon. It was their design 
to have forced Leopold home with Deu^ 
hopt, but by the blessing of Heaven that 
jivas prevented, for before his arrival in 
J ; — Germany 



GeroMny IjMpeU wM ^ne to S^ag- 

^ I )mi/i& M0W obly to addy thaik my dsw 
b|ii»Ugoided iirtliter, pn^vkios to his 
4eaA^ made to me thtii fiiU diadoMre of 
<att I have related. Deuhopt ia^as I have 
b^<»ve saidy i pH«mei* in llhe Castle df 
De idoffinan; and now tibat my heart is 
Mlieved, wi^Ii^y ^^ratild I oaU o& death 
to hide my shaiAie fiat evet." 
. Thei^h Leoj^oki had, at the ctoHb 
maKsement of the nanative, thou^^t tt|e 
iate merefy the eiiervesowee of a heatei^ 
hnta, yet there wcte aowft drcumstanecvs 
towards the cohcIuskmi that akaggjei?ed 
his belief. He remetnbeired to have aeen 
many ourioua rhogg in Stombeim^ 
ehest, though it never belfere atru^k hhn 
that tl}iey were of any particular vaiua; 
he had aiko . frequenliy heard Dotetfaea 
Vipeak of the dreadA.il fiAshe had heen^- 
ilicted with in his itt&acy^-^ten^h^isifs 
astonishment when he saw the letter 
&om firiar. John to the lady I>e Hoff- 

maiv 



tean^ §iid -trfa&eh Leopold iiMr eorioeitdl 
#i» deigned Ifibr Adefaud^. TlfKmgk 
frese itdec6oM sMfifliy' crol^ed hie iko- 
c^> Ite e6uld n^ ooiicetVe Ibe whefe but 
fri d dreaiDy dud th€Tdfbre yetnitiii^ si^ 
fciit. 

'^ Doth ihiB lady Adelaide kfiow this 
i(r6nd«rdl FrialSon ?" :deB»aided Au^it. 

^ 'Sid, iaiiier,'' toisweted Ferdinand^ 
^ lus 8pe^£^ as possible after osy&theifft 
isBiA 1 dcpakted ior En^and to seek 
Ledp^kl, that I migfef bear to h^ artms 
ber loE^-lbet soh. Had ^sHOfy evil haifh 
pened hiih^ meter more w^nld I have 
seen Qermknj. In case of acetdetit to 
imysei^ I ordered tobecc^veyed to my 
ra&f s bands a bo^ with papers, which 
would have disclosed the whole; but, 
Messed be Heaved ! there is now no oc- 
casion. I xequested it not to be opened 
«nder six moDths, befhreovhich period I 
"tnist to see hifn in his mother's embraces.*" 

" Supposing all this to be real,** rcU 
,pMed Leop6ld^ " which I am l^r fr^m 

believing, 
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believing, think you so {Kioify of ifte' aft 
to suppose that I would aooept' w^th 
thtft you did not shai«?~-No 1 the rfaft 
and extended domain of De HoflSsfaH 
would I throw from me, if it mUst He 
purchased with the loss of the friend^ip 
of the generous-minded Fei^iianft]."^ * 

De Hofiman threw himself into itls 
friend's arms. — *' My more than brother, 
dost thou indeed forgive me t^ said he. 
^Adelaide too, mild and pious saints 
will pity me, and pray for pardon for my 
deluded father. But, alas ! one evil ne^ 
ver can be removed : the spirit df my 
much-wronged unde, who fell a vic^dm 
to the cruel delusion, will cry from fek6 
tomb, and settle % lastii^ cutse lipoft 
toe." 

*^ I will oUiterate it,*" said the friar, "fynatu 
ly ; " the virtues of Ferdinand De HoS- 
man shall ef&oe the remembrance of his 
father's errors. — ^Oh, Leopold ! if this fade 
be true, my partiality for thee waS the 
strong voice of nature— Be'it as it may; 

I throw 



\i 



I tl^W.opiMsealiiMnt off^ ^er; sndiS 
a soi^ can inecieive to his heart a pareiil^ 
•wbose fell.poiiiard was batbed in hit 
infafit bloody lecQive to* thiii€^ not friar 
'Auatini but :» father r 

As Ao^ttii spc^e^ be threw ?hinMelf 
,upon I^pold'9 oebk, and dasped him 
with : i)UQ9stf QOK^y ulaive eamestiiesisi. — 
** QkX' c^tinued he^ V should this we%ht 
•^ gw}t be indeed removed from my 
soul^ and* I be father of a £k)n Ul^e thee, 
bow greatly are all my suffering^ ove]> 
paid;!; — Oh, Adelaide! gentle and sufiPet- 
iug aQgel^ not to the sinful De Hofi^ 
•man is this blessing sent, but to thy 
ipi^ayers, and to shew that virtue is the 
immediate care of Heaven.** 

" Father Austin !•* exclaimed Leopold^ 
in a tone of astonishment* returning his 
.etnlnrace. 

'' Friar !" said Ferdinand, wU^h equal 
surprise. 

*' If Ferdmand's account be true," re* 
turned he, ^VAustin is lost to ye fi?r 

ever. 



V 



X 



V 



T8S n. wm»AnftifsOA:^»; 

widnditdyaQAl Meeiireferthelftr^tiHi6 
Ike dttbcMe «f im uttd^^-nmiff, ctst^ 
ther, to whom L66|i«id i» ^ftiiy diMiWlcir 
flie Atbr^ lie ha& in AcMaitte.f * 

It k impMftikAe? T^ <miM Db Hcffi. 
imi died tewiy jea» ri&ce, a» «ff fi»> 
Act kad Mhrke ftofn the' Htft^ ]^^te- 
widter* 

^ He di«dl^ Fff&Mnl^ ofily to tiie 
world; be willed to set the heart df 
Adekide at rest, and to «ee thy fattier 
rnkesit wbat was kis right, in ease hk 
brother was' witfaoot heirs.** 

f^ordkiand sigl)^ deefply.^'' Where 
wilt thesis ataraiige events end ?** said hi. 
** If, indeed, I stand before the mii^ 
^vnronged eouiit4>ig ^toi&Mln, I hare no^ 
Uiing to plead — I throw mysdf lipoli 
Ills isM^r 

'' BetiildiMd in tbe Woffd^i^t m«Rh 

that 



I 
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deajr Either, nffpstsmiAy give cr^it ^tai^ 
ity wiHieB «6e» tosfended^ ^d the whole 
ftpf)cdirs af.d«itan|. .The Hobfe eount De 
ISbMstm^ frrather the bekv^ Aii^ti»^ 
«i^ fiithef ! TbepoawBlt Liaepokl iiofi 40 
thedngeUe Ad^tnid^! . bopiMsible ! tiie 
lijfaNMg i» tl>a ^ml; ip be rf«iL 0h ! if 

ttg !|4a;,atij^ &idadr>^ 9lsor the f^ 
MieDAm Sepqfoiaiidi to wboib tiiit knewW 
Mge k o\f ing f 

nand^ liand^ and both kMk lit ;t)ie Gn9afB 
Met. He Yei^atlediy embllfeeed dnd Ut^ssed 

KND^ iMit ntmtm ade twaL" 

^ > ii^ thift wMMnf Bavid:k90c4c)ed 9^ the 

kifios: the bMir ef inppesr. The a^bat* 
Hon of all was tod vMUe td. pas9 wanof 
tioed; Att0tin# th^vk&nrief 1^% ki&nn^ 
ed Ibe good ihan that Ferdixtmid wm hi$ 
aepfamv^ .mid tbaC in lieofrold he faepeft 

hereafter 
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hereafter to acknowledge hid «on Wil- 
fiatii) long since supposed to be dead. 

David was for some mintites too much 
astonished to reply — ** Holy Mother !** 
exclaimed the old man, ** bow this may 
be I know not, but my heart c^n easily 
receive it a« a truth. The resembkunc^ 
tiiese youths bear to^each other bespeaks 
at <»ice their^ consanguii|ity ; but the 
yet stronger likeness Leopold holds to 
you, my noble master^ in y4>ur youths is 
so marking, that even When I first met 
him in St. Margaret's diapel, it struck 
me with astoimhment.'' 

« Oh, David P replied Austin, •* if, 
after all, my hopeis should proVe abor« 
tive, my heart would burst at onee.-^ 
Thou say est -Leopold resembles me— ^ 
Ah no ! — ^now that I consider his fea^ 
tures, he hath, methiiiks,tbe'Open:CoiiXb« 
tenance of Adelaide.*' 

** My gracious uncle, if I may presume 
to use that name, Leopold, or rather, 
I pray ye, William, bears more resem- 
blance 
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l>lan£e to you than to my aunt Ade* 
laide-^your countenance is open a$ hera, 
though your features are saddened mth 
sorrow." 

The conversation was too interesting 
to suffer them to think of breaking it off; 
2>avid therefore fetched them some breach 
and drink, and at a late hour they r^ 
tired to the respective cdls appointed; 
them. 

Austin spent the night in prayer*— 
^Leopold in a labyrinth ci hopes and- 
fears respecting what had passed ; whil^ 
Ferdinand, with a mind more at ease than 
isnce his father^s death, speedily fell asleep, 
satisfied with Jbaving done his duty ; and, 
above all^ with having with filial afieo-- 
^on dr^wnaveU over the most dread- 
ful of his father's erimes-^the intended^ 
murder of Leopold. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER X. 



fpMjem^ liie fxw^ The poUecMnuii^ 
ner of the first entirely dispelled e^^mff 
doubt refipciftipg li^e^mrBcityofwb^t he 
b^>advi9nired th^ ^^tmg be^e, Aus4 
tin related idJ th^ i}f4 ba^pepiiad 'ta huQ 

n^p]b^ir €(f tbe k^dn^sp of jdiie Img ;to 
J^e<3j)oWl,™'' {|[o^m$, my son/' pw?la^ 

tp hfffst ikem, afi wprtbi^ly as fthpii l^ant hii- 
therto done poverty !**, 

While ^they were conversing, a mes- 
senger arrived, to order Austin to att^id 
the court ; and with some reluctance he 
soon after left the young men, and took 

his 



--^^'^•^w^ mr 



his way to i^ffiigm, whrnt^ffMspee- 
4iky HatM^iijWei to tl«& king. . 

"GQo4-4ay^ fciftr,'* mdHemy. ^ i 
m^tm^s^ to ^¥6 you inteUigeDC^ iQ 
be ready with all the pneoofs yxm have to 
^^ l^nvard w the cause of Margaret 
Fitzwalter ; for, as soon as may be aftei 
}f^ tmw^ in "Etghmd^ I wiU order the 
bi^g&P€9S9 to be bv^iigbt torwaxd. Bat 
l^ovr k itbia? To my ^e you aire greatlbf 
^1004 ; yw bok at leart ten years 
younger than wJben. im li^t mef 
. ^VMy gra^sbus ^tege^ a maii idSeyed 
igroyi a .doei whi|^ has einbitt^red thd 
kapittimsa of his life', and which woialdl 
baifie fondemnied idm in the world to 
meneii «ay welishesr tiie diange on his 
&iiti»3ea/^ 

^ Art thoiut that man?* daemanded the 

kjyagt 

'' I^H^t X sLtjou WondehSol is the re* 
ll^n thtf^ hatb met my ear sinee I last 
m^ your hiighaesa, and which I can 
j«M&^ doi^ the ^lai^ of/' 

"Doth 
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4t 



Doth it respect tbys#f?" : 

It doth. Were it not i^^f^nidlngoil 

your gn^eX time, X wpuW >rw}al* ^it to 

you, though c I m^^ ng^t at present td 

disclose it publicly." '- . r - 

" You wiU.0^1ig^i me^" fimwfred 

Henry.. ,. • ...<-.-. .'.• -^v i/ 

Austin then inform^ ti|e kkig of the 
discovery made by Pi^rdinand, softei^ng 
as much as possiwf;the pai^this fcroUier 
had acted, and doing ^m^e justice to 
the virtues of Ihs nephew, r ^ ; 

The king liistened with .the ut93p$t a&* 
tention.— " By. my life^" said hQ, MS the 
friar concluded, '' but it is * WQiideiiul ! 
tidw meanest tiiou te i^t in this CfOQ ?**. 
*' My liege,'' repli^,|ie, ^J^vgmtee^ 
business concluded, I mean to hastep to 
Bremen, to see IlS'ifffciplas Deuhopjtrto gsin 
ihy pardon of Adelaide and Cl^iripe ; Mid- 
then, blessing Heaven, to reti|re\to my 
monastery. For Leonid, or ratbmr 
Waiiani De HoflTman^ I.haye,iw> doubt 
pf his acting properly : justice Fernanda 

that 






jdiat he shaib hispmperty' with his ge- 



*• He indeed merits it/' answered the 
idng: ^^'Be sure ytra tend them to my 
court ta-moirow." 

Austin, or rather De Hoffman, pro* 
smsed obedienoe, and soon a3%er returned 
to the Grey Friars. 

* i>Qtihg the :fijaif s abs^ice, a friendly 
^oiltefitioii had taken phuce between Fer- 
diiHmd and Leopold. The iflrst declared 
|:hat he would give up sdl his estate to 
pay -whatever might be wanting to make 
up tiie money expended in so many 
years i tlie latter declared, that if De 
fiirf^an oonseirted to any such step, he 
would relinquish alL — " No, my deaf 
Fenfinand,** said he, ** my heart acknow- 
ledges you &r a brotli^, dnd as such 
will we ever be: said you ti6t once sfo to 
me, and wiU you withdraw that eonfi- 
deiice ? if I am what you «ver, do not 
let that make you iore me less." 

voii. IV. H ^1 do 



146 ST. MAEOilEEt'S gat:£ ; ' 

" I lia^otIQYeyou}ess^but ixinsidej, 
and make allowant^' for mv; wpunded 
mind.*' . - 

* 

*' I willj and tru^ time/ and the care 
of tny dear father and x^ysel^ ■, will heal 

ii" 

-**'« , . . , . - -'-•,■■. I . 

The. friar's return, put an end 1p the 
conversation. He informed them of the 
4iscourse that had taken place betr^Tie^ 
himself an^d the king, adding, befon^ 
either could reply^r-" Hi§ highness is 
prepared to receive my two sons — ^Nay, 
^igh, /lot, Ferdinandv— I read ypur 
thoughts; I have been a,$ cautious as 
yourself of ypur father's honour— I can^ 
npt degrade him without d?gmd^ 

Rplf" 

On the following day the youths <s^tr 
tended at the palace, and we^e ^ipx^pd 
into the presence. The. king . r^tjpiv^ 
them with marked kii^dne% i^d.^piv ^ 
long, but not particular cpnyer^tiprt, 
dismissed them, in a manner that eon* 
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viiieefi^ Ferdinand ' that his uiide had 
rtrimgly'irit^sted the monarch in his 
favour. 

* Some few days afterwards, lord Nevil 
ariiVed safe in London, accompanied by 
Margaret and Alice, Well knowing 
how much Austin was interested in their 
eause, he immediately sent word to the 
Grey Friars, and leaving his charge in 
the care of his lady, went himself to an- 
nouncSfe the saccess of his eitand to the 
king. 

The fKai* immediately hastened to the 
IcMrd 'NeviFs, and was received by Mar- 
garet as a father from whom she had 
heeix long separated. Numberless ques- 
tions passed on both sides, and with mii- 
ttial satisfaction ; but amidst all, nothing 
daiisedthem so much astonishment as 
the^ alteration that.had taken place in the 
featuries^ of Austin* 

Margaret expressed her pleasure at 
peeing Ri^ health Uninjured, and inquired 
warmly after Leopold. 

H 2 *' Lec^old,^ 
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; . ^ Leopold,- replied the Bar, ^ is^^hi 
ly inHhe king's fayour ; ^bu^ iriy beloved 
child, many charigjes have taken pis(& 
il^nce we Fast met— he is ho longer jJ^ 
pcdd Stemheim, but the declared son bf 



aispute your word; but now siren a 
cliange could* take 'placc^^ i C2tonot*OT^ 

preib^hd.'*'- '- •' ^^ '"■' , v"..;;"; ,;;;' '"J 

•* I have not Itnie to enter iiitii a*c^- 
tail , of unpleasant circumstances ^66w ; 
but to astonish thee yet inOTe-r-Ae fs rijy 
son.'* » 

'' " rimr ion, fatherr \ .;;^ ;;;:'" ; 

. Alice looked at the friar with, fear' and 
iustonisfam^nt l" 
. ** Yes, my soUy related h^.—**^^ea^ 
j^ty damejT turning to AEce— " toy fieM 
is dear; you are at libprtv to reveal » 
Margaret all we have hitnertocohceatedt 
Bhe will not love 0e Homnan lesi^ t&^n 
^iar Austin^'" ' :? "'"^ 

i" For pity say, Ji^ m)t the couftt D# 

Hoffman^ 
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Hpfihiao^ whom xny fatlier loyed, d^^d ?" 
■f ^* Hc^ stands before .thee/ MarsareU 
Alice ^ift teD thee all. To my gef^er* 
c^ .iaephew I owe tUe discpveiy of' mf 

*4 j\}as, P letiuDed Alice, ;" if this bd 
|i^89i|)^e,Y it explaina .the young facuron's 
conduct ^inoe his father's death." ;. 

« . Austin then ^ye thefu a brief account 
of what had passed, and it growing late; 
be sooni^r took leaver 

After his departure, A)ibe rdlated, 
though with great tendemj^ss, the whole 
of what she knew of Iche story of De 
Hc^Qnan, who, she said, :was only known 
at the castle of Fitzwalter by herself and 
!David. She also told Margaret the strcmg. 
ch^i^ge Austin gave her when she ^eni 
to Bremen, to be careful no word might 
$$cape her that could lead Adelaide to 
suppose he Cved. The abbess, she said^ 
ifreqiuently questioned her respecting, his 
death, but she avoided the.conversation 
9S much as possible. 

US The 



The arrival of Margaret was speedily, 
known at lord Ue Launcy's, and though 
Isabel anxiously wished to see her, fear- 
ful of wounding her mother's feelings, 
she forbore to mention it} Lady De 
Launcy declined daily ^ and as the trial 
would now immediately take place,' her 
uneasui^ss redoubted, JLi^i^JpieL^s^^ 
vjiQFjS ^1 crujsbeda^.jfor he . fQi^d ;.]^^hiel 
"^diB^neith^f to be sootti^;^npr itemfied^ 
into a marri^ wki^his^JI^ jbk.cf]i>^i^. 
vab iinmaniy ^Qd bcutal. His. J^^))^- 
^iotir at so trying.* jU)acti|re riiaade^^^ ^ 

tendernesaof IsftWl Imiw a doiibliMfii^*' 
She soothed hiDr jnotber, £»d fre|pei||l^ 
exitreated her to stqp ail proe^iqgi: 
but that was a step >he could not „^q^- 
sent te^ and thc^idfty whic^ was t(^ ^^ 
the contendoo ^as at li^gth fiKfd« ^^ 
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The appainled day MTired/ >TlieM«g^ 
'"s^ted upon hi& tbrone, abd^^re^mved, 
'the tHfd todk places Lord De liauncy^ 
^ndtt^ithMimdihg ail he had taki to the 
eontraty, had provide the mo^t able law* 
^p^; On on^ ade 4<rafr placed the frbri. 
hte^'^eti^ the Bene^etki^, and l)aYid; 
^iMi the dther5 lord De^ Lanncy and his 
Wn, supported by lawyers; and inane- 
dEnltdy before tliem the blashing Isabel^ 
^^h6 *was ordered to attend, though her 
ipother wai» unable»^ At a short distance 
from her stood Margaret and the vener^ 
able Alice, who regarded both isisters al- 
ternately with affection and pity. 

On the entrance of Margaret, unmind** 
fijl of the presence of the king, .Isabel 

H 4 rushed 



ter, may all end to y^wvpdaiesi Ui%k 
pos#^ savi9,:i]e^ motSierX Ixonaaii or 

3baJ^a^Tti|9C(f0r<ii(x osore, ftarlord De 
Xiaiiugy tjjkkiiig ]|er amit^e^ fatdbadi: 

dtfred tIie.j9rtjieiJ:o be awpin.. Tb^Be^ 

lyiyiam ;Pitaw4t9r witbi Slaiick.iil;»^ 
ley in tbe cbapd <^ St S^iKiJRi^^^Mft 
tb^ ^$f o wMin^ies^ :Wei^j |»f^«0ttt»; iiifatwi 
lie jree^iBiMd in th« d»n>e ^AJite. «ni 

Alice was next galled* 9)it MMM 
^ iQiMrmge lad^ the birj^ 
with eveiy <:bwpistiUM«.#. tlte )^ 
Sl^neh'a death, a«4 h(^ lart fi^pfenaMb^l 

Dayidalso sweve to thsfveivrngS^ikm 
suddenness c£ bift lord^a d^tihf . mA tfiat 
be Jbad' every Mam to. mpposf^iAmt 

/wbatpfiH«dtjheieVfttifig,b^^ tW^Bift 

'^ wished 



.- ff 







^le tnrdi^of h^ daugiitfer tber^ Kd-«w«k 
death, and finally her burial'iir tb^«dm- 
(wnt ^f St Mairy. ' i& then ^M^odilced 
the eonfess«»i^ tfc6^ kajp Blancfa Fitik 
«rdt«l\ »W^i^ t€r his: 1$^ sigiiatei^r atlSt 
ta tiat.^ the ebulrti^ as^ Aid ^6 "ti^ 

' -tliQrd 2)e: SiltAKr;^ had noOilng to caa* 
kmfff&i' Ae~isia^xti<my^ %^'inai^y witi 
nesses^ and the judges, in consequent. 
dttial^ tHef miUrrlage Veiid. ' '^^ ^ 
.:4i<^li»e'fja^b^'^ebuViM^en^^du|fii 
f^afii^Wtm^ta iWifHweSSefi' failure df 
fril^»% fhb%ill oTl^dward- Moiintfl^ 
id& mifem'1h4-\mdex>f' the fot^iire. 
.'i'lliliftlht'i^Sfed,^ t«a^ af'Pitzwilter^i 

-v : v H ^5 Mountfor^ 



her heirs» which was ©taJy^the'fetW^IiS- 
t)el>' But'ln e^^^ of th*fc \i6t: b^ftig al- 

ter had left a wift, arid j)»pe*ty^ hi '1^ 
cabinet' to a consldtei^te amoimt, and 
tiiat hb wotild recapitulate ' the coiit<^hfe 
of tfie testament, find the kmount'cPtte' 
iBum, as he saw it tim days pireviotisf fe 
<he baron's death, Oii oath; Bavia cor- 
toiborated" tras '^videnc6,= -by Blearing 
that, on th« very itiglrt ij('h\ri^t^s 
death, he had befth wrifirig'iti his tlo^t; 
that tm attending- to K^t hkn to"^ his 
charribfei', he saw him deposit Various pa- 
pers, tied irra icarefiil nnianner, iH' hi^ tia- 
binet, xvhich papeii were nbt afterwitrils 
tohe found. - > v ^ '"''• 

« If dW ^^riew you thfe partidblar pa- 
pers ?" said one. of the council/ 

« Easily,'* replied David ; f* I bought 
my lord thi^ string that tied them; and a 
seal was kffixedon the outside/' 

« We!re 
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jp^rt^Ji^rpelf,, bij* rsudde^dy st^K?»i^ %^ 

to, t|ie bustle <^iQqv|rtsr^ Sp^k, £ur x>iiei. 
, ^J3|d. (f^V nflibing :. lar W wfloald you ^''' .. 
, . . ", >Iy.graciou9^yereign !!' i«pljfi4 Mar*- 
^^r^t^ with dowxicast eyes, ^ ta \m6jf^ 
jgate.my np.other'$ honour ac^tovhe tl^e 
..^i^k^owledged 4^ghter of the jjoble 
Fitz waiter^ is my highest; claiau -, I pr^y 
y^ ^ek w %ther^ let, the jooiortgage- 
takeplac?," 

, ;s/%Yf)ijng maid, you know not what 
yqu. a^lj^," an&we^ed;the king, ^' Betijce 
—all hitherto is in your fay our.!' 

' h6 : Isabel^ 



1-. . 



*^ Nor I that ihjutes Iidisdi*'^xeie6bMA 
Mfffgarat.-: '-^ '• i:l - u- x^< " 

of his lady, ckims the moftgjxgB^^iU -^di 

Isabel; *^ she^ ga'Vft Jt^mfe i»4er;li^ 
yesteteight. I only am her immediald 
heir, and more to me is a third of my fa^ 
ther's wefdth with hoiiottrir thaHVthe 



whl^ Iqr in^tice.'' 



^ ' ^ 



. ♦* By my Kfe, a gcnarous maia ^^^weA 

pHed the king. f^BtIt yoa are ndfc^itt: 

age*, feir one, to judge for youwdfi*^ .-. i) 

: *';My mother, mj liege, cc^^ents/ and? 

no one but heiself a^^ 1 9^™ omc^rned.^^ 

^* If, ifideed^: youi' riaotfaer' disavows ^ 

the daid), itJs. void : ^hitt how ij^i^thisy vDe^ 

Launcy^??'- • /■, ■ .' .^'^ :- . • ^/:! \-t:-± 

** My li^," amwered De iiaunc^, 

*• I stand 



A> 
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^l^iiifl^ tt^ iHitk iaken a^yantage bf 
lier mothisr^s weedcnessK and perouaded 
&er4ootbk jfa^'l 

' *^ My mother thinks she is iBd^EnKii£t 
Ae^ibjr whlitrinyrfirtbe^kftabti^ 
$iid&m^ Jxskfdk **^^t^ my ^ge^oji 
tibediscfamg^:'? ' ---J v-.n n.- 

fyJaekiA kiiiM mesA pr€M9iled a (ikpex^ 
attdi^thi^'^Idng feadas fdiows^:^ 

.-,♦!«•.; . •-,'■' ' " • - ' f r 

,'»}•«•> ■ . i ... . -• ... • ■' J' 

>rf! Wh^tiea^I, SdithMountford^ widcnr 
0f the baron Fitz waiter, and wife- o^ the' 
IkooiI' He I^#aiiiHgr> i^^acdh^ nrfiseiyrto be 
afi^ioal^ng to) that aWful orisia "where: 
truth {doneoafn bear the tast, I hav^m^ 
tliiely weighed tl^ ex|iec|:ed suit, mid if, 
contany^'to) my i expectation^ Margaret' 
sitoiiidbe acknowiedged to be Hie legiti- 
mate .daughter ; of Fitsswalter, . I with). * 
draw my claim on the mortgage; as ?I! 
haid^m inoiiey^ staidry Valnalfle^l^nO^ 
: jewels. 



"J^^i^ 



j«Wiel% to a o«oad^%ya5ag«ii)Jtifiitjb^ 
■father's death. • -u < > / • ^ ! 

*' Buthiowt^ame a bwin^^qf this^p^^ 
^equenpe to b^ tiwisac^rwi^^t^it^ 
knowledge of lord J^e Lfiwpcy; ?, -W^ 
means have y<Ni used, ladjrjr tOt;i^li^aiB { 
ihi^ discbarg^4rpm ypur .mot^i^^: fer I 
muck doubt it being h^ originfil into^ 

" For the first q;irestion, ijay li^c^* 
answered Isabel, " my lord Dfei I^iauiicy 
must reply to it ; for the sieoond, thf only 
mem^ i used were , affect^i and/jduty. 
As to its bei);ig my mother's <»rigii)al«|i)- 
,tention I k^^ow Jiot— it is never toq J^ ' 
to act well." : -^i 

■ <* Shreii^'dly answered. If I;f^^iitruly 
informed, there is we^th sufBci^ for 
both. The domain, in right pfel^^^h^, I 
appertains to the lady Margai:et; .but I 

will J 



as a younger sister.** ^^' -'' ^^ 

" "5^ F<* ^y ^f^5 tli*ik your y^hheSs/' 
answered Margaret j " but had I king- 
•doms, Isabel should equally share them." 

*^ Yeai^«w6 nbbie gMs^ replied the 
khiig.^' ^^*Ccftne f6rW*ird, 'De "Uauncyr. 
ym -'Appiear to eonisider this triatter^ too 
ferioiisly. ; T^ tidt^tJAsTair ibaid affianced 
to your SOB 7^ pcMnting to Isabel. * 

^ ♦^ ^' please your highneiss, I otice 
iibped ^it, as did also her thother; but 
with persevering obstinacy she refuses to 
aubitait to oiir wishes.'* 
*<*'Isthis'true, lady?" 

»^Yes,toyliege.'' 
^. •*** Wh^reftwre; I pray you? Hichard 
De ' liauney is high in my favour-^his 
fitherls Thy Ibng^tried servant: what 
reason is there for objection ?" 
^ '* I am too yoiing to many, my liege,** 
iiiiswered she,' blilshing; ** I know not 
the duties' of a wife." 
* '•* They are easily learnt— -respect and 

obedience, 



above all mcjj,** answered she. ^^^^^'^ ^ 

remained covered with- bludies. ^'^:'^'>v^ 
"You love many better," resumed 
the king. ^ Name them-" 

" I-^I love father Austin better^ and 
also, with dae>def^^fi6f /jiold highness.? 
" Go to! thou'^art^a Ifeen and witty 
girl, I warrant, and in truth a fair one. 
X jity^ Bidiard De Ije^^^njsjcfc^^ 
mg thy-fiivoUr; yet£l4;huik,:if ^helintiK 
sot more dai gfeB Ous rivids'tfai^^^^Qfe^^iil 
or jnoyself, %© -ne64 not defejair.'* ; \:^:vo\t 
' :>Tttei!sdidity of Fitsiedteris^^M 
had beenjiUowed; a^^iJteiidbimtcisiihflh 
estate ' faeui^ rivJtltfimtH^ eoni^'vfid 
hrolssdnnp^ . :• .;■- : .ir.-' ; v. if 
\- Lord 



■ '^j I « I r^i - 




en the arm of IwbeU aii4 -w^httil i9^ 

dom then advanced, and ooognitulsted 
Mai:g«rBt: and lordl .iKievii wXlitig'to{ 

^Lwwwt |E||0 |MM% ^ftll SiHJM ftflAm^ ^i% QJ^Sflfc^Qt MimYi 
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liM^M tiito. tiie jofiro o^ 

moment, if it be iKMsaUc^ sulier myinok 

ter tD «toest d» trinxDpb of ber d^ i 
i**-^f€t fiir gaining the wealdiof rajr m^ 
lfe< ftther da.I r^oide^ but tecMue her 
konouris'mthoutreinfQadi.'' Tim tai» 
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ing to the ftter, she 9Mtsi^'' P»dati'lBBU^ 
most respected father, if I acted to^^f" 
oontFary to your wishes, mftegptd ^ the 
lodyDe Latincy. But it wfts invoiUYi'- 
tary: had I' done otber?ncse, Mdthyfm^ 
fter*s ^Q and the money ih tUe cai^net 
been afio#ed, which ' I doubt net, the 
had been cHsgraced fbi* ever.'* 

^' Matgaret,^ replied he, ^' both Isabd 
and yourself have acted worthy the it^dk 
from wheaee ye sprung, attd I &al wtell 
content. But here are young men who 
wish to congratulate you on yourauct- 
cess, and I, for the present,* ^re wajrto 
them." i) . >: 

As he spoke, Leopold drew, nigfai^^ 
^Mjady," -said he, timidly^ addi^^ssing 
Margaret, ^ among the uiany tl^ otni- 
gratulati^ you on your suoeesBof thhr^y, 
not one will perform it so awkw3i^r«ii 
myself; and yet no one wyH :ni0ri ^n- 
^eerdljr-TejMce/* .^ r-\i^: *./:^i?. 

^ "^Leopold;'' replied sha, lioidiiiil^ottt 
hm hand, '^ do honours ch»i^ mannens? 

If 



•* 
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JMe^piA^)Why'lialre^we not 3een you her 

. i^rl t>faey^ duty radtlier tlwtti tteliitir^ 
iwn^'' wsw^^ be. "Myfather*s coiAr 
jiS^ete xnost . plead my excuse." Thm 
tsenm^io tiie daiBie> he Tespe(^fuUy uA^ 
^s^ her, all dld^also Ferdinand. > - 
** If my ' bcteved laabel were herfr," 
i^|d:M^giuret» '* methii^cs my hdppines^ 
ijkronl^.' be. complete; yet then I sbotlld 
"wkh £>ir dor dk»c fri^da in Germany-;^ 

V . *' Now y<^r daim ia aJlowed/' said thi^ 
fym, *^aI)atber arrai^gement . must be* 
ibot^ht ofi 'A& ypu iH'e not of age tq 

take the domain of Fitz waiter, how will 
.yott be plaqf^d during that* period ?** ' 

V >^^.As'3^u judge modlt fitting; -but if 
k&» to myself, and my' dear dame ap- 
pnlves, I Aould pr^r the conVent of 
;Sti'Mary-.'' . 

^ 5* YtMj, meet my wishes, my dear chM,^ 
rcfplied Alice; "for there ywi will be 
xfieuse Jfom the madbinaticaia ofvyour 
■i - :.\r •• ' .^fflftemies* 
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once xoQfe to aee Bremen.'' > ( : : > 

^ UiMkmbCedir. Tiie Alemiiiliifi ^ef 
4gtPfe AJfoemuj* ^^are* be qwtted; §m 
SMt^tor Adelidd^ aor Ckiifir ' A«il !^, 
tjermeil tfuMeoiy;'' 
t '* AH am apgiy with you al; 
qp V nidi Hai^^arett addresni^ 
Dmd. ^Bipie AJiee wassr^ bow^ia^ 
jr^iV i4w«»tef awl eflfected a ^upqnita^ 
wiywr &vwr«" ,- . j ... \-; 

. {'^ J Diaok her, and you. tiso^ fiar lai^»'^ 

The d€pi«98ip]i ojf Feidinand ^^^ 
dent» and Maigaretf well im^pnned oi^the 
eauaet need eveiy meaas in bet p<^7icer tot 
mt<^ ^1 qpuats; h^X the <amTessatiOEi 

at 




she said, addressing the friar—** Thkiiit 

0vi*kAi^^'at >U^ aOMi^dstfy. I #OUld 

'Jsabeir. ^\(i:>k(i ■:■.: t-jji. -"t:-. j: .,;^ cxuio 
-*3«iM^ 'iS^^iMW ^ifep^^he; ^ thy 

4lftt$[i<i^'€iiti«lji^ is iStrgiWiK^'iif'ia- 
^ 1^ 1^ £>^ liiflAift^'Iiabiavedl her 
nftin« from the reproa(%%faat^gbftiba)«^ 
Mm iip<m i«f tli««i6ri^lBiid"4rUl ^ thy 

ftesCitt^, wobid ^ei>d-')«iye ^gtttc^ 

ofatfais death, but was siieAi k»for tii^ 
indtiey to J jewels ; ^ feit « tfco^i Mrast'in 
hw pawef^ it mn&e me eaiitibiijs; 1^' t 
Slight invdive thee m destroctiofl/* ^ 

** Thank Hea^eii that dh^ ha* re- 
inchred ihe weight {)f ski ^ram h^idirf?*' 
Mid the dame. *^ I trust the deed wSl 

bring 
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Inittg her'€0infort.' Lady NleiVlftbld me 
today die. wJts sorely a^fl^cted \ I rgmc^ 
that the lady Isabel te with her:'' 

** Sam)06e I write/' said Mdi^aret, 
*^ by whom shall I send my letter? ' I 
like not to trust it to a common mes« 
9enger, for I wish to obtain news of 
Isabd." 

" My fat^iei^^ presence,** repKed Wil- 
liam De Hoffman, ^' would appear ikh 
insult, as would also mine ; but Ferdr^ 
nand is unknown at lord De Launcy's, 
jsind he, I am convinced, will waHhgly 
transact your commksion.'' 
. Ferdinand joined in offering his ser- 
vice; but taamigi he said to his cousin 
— ^^ Ah! why, my Mend, would you 
wisb me to Goiirt pain ?** 

Margaret, on addresang Wlffi^on De 
Hoffman, still caUed him Leopold, until 
Ferdinand said, with a'«mile-^'' My &ir 
iriend, pardon me, l>ut you forget that 
the name cf William must be more plea- 
sant to my cousin's ear than that of Leo* 
fold:' 

** I pray- 
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' :^* ;Ji jHig? his ^5fC!Sise/' answered ^ar-. 
g^pet^ /with {ffiBkm^ ; <' but t>ld leustaeas 
are ilot e^y dx^gottc^, J awe to Le6^ 
poM aii4 ' C^kthb^t o)3lig&tiGa» which I 
never, om. aelgiowk^ge Jto WiUiam-De 

• " I/6Q}x)Id or Cii^hhert, let me everhe 
then/' replied he, with a pleasure he couid 
npt^9uppresStf '^ Spare cae but the hated 
^^p^yiation of Stemheim^ and odl me 
wh*t ymi plea$e.*' ^ » 

. '* William De HaSmm canuot be a 
!$$& wel^me friaid to Mai^aret Fitz- 
waiter than Leopold Steniheim," said 
the filar: 

. /' The ba^n De HojSinan must be 
estimable to nie as your spn^ dear &ther/' 
answered Margaret; " but Leopold Stern- 
heiin hat|i no &ijiab^laim'*-^hi& own me- 
rit, my obligations^ without any other 
spppprty demwd my firiendahip, and 
1 could almost grieve that this discovary 
happoied before; I Qould evince ray giaii- ' 

The 
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The entrance of lord and Uwty Xevil^ 
yAko had kft them to theh* mutHal cam^ 
tnunications, broke on tive diflcouiTse ; hot 
Leopold ap|»roaching Mmgnset, replied^ 
in a low voice*^^' Best Mid most lavel;f 
of women ! should the honoured LeopdLd 
find tiiose flattering visions Hiait now 
{roorramid him tealiised^ he will snatch 
the fiiist moment to thank you ; diould 
they be dispensed, the remembrance of 
your kindness shall only be torn fiom his 
memory by death " 

Lord Nevil had provided a sumptuous 
entertainment, in respecft to Margaret. 
The friar however declined partaking it, 
bat insisted on his son skud nej^ew re- 
maining, while he returned in pious 
thankfulness to the Grey Friars. 

De Liauncy, on returning home from 
the Hall of Westminster, hastened to 
his wife's apartment, where, regardless of 
her situation, he assailed her with every 
invective that rage oould suggest ; and 
finally demanded hi>w she had dur^ to 

take 




tak^, a ^1^ Cifriufil): ipdnseqnanoe as giv- 
i»g; a ?»lfB9ft ftwft tbe mortage :i(tifchout 

W€gba9Qdl>y;8icta^es§» an^ alamwdftt 
bis yiol^^oe^ i$be mia^^eno, answer ; but 

sea9Pn»jQay lord* is obyiotts^ though befere 
the. king I d^ned to declare it. Your 
QWn cpnduct since my refu^ ofryxmr son 
-^your bareness to my . mother yestecsr 
night— -your cruel declaration, that v/hsA- 
ever disgrace fell on her she might nseet 
it alpne^^r-all determined her to giye way 
to the prayers and tears of ha: dajughter, 
who, clinging to her knees, refused .to 
rise till she granted her reguest" . 

*^ I knew it wdl^froward, apd inaoLent 
girl ! but this bold av<>wal to my &ce, is 
more than I expected*" 

" Why, my lord, could you think so 
poorly of me, as that I .feared to speak 
truth ? Wh^t is there in lord De Laun- 
cy to scare Isabel yitz waiter ?*" 

The irony which marked the ques- 
TOL, IV. I tion 
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tion mastered even the smsH remaim of 
lord De Launcy^ patienoe ; he trembled 
and turned pale with rage.-^*^ Both your 
mother and youiseU* shaU repttit this 
amduet,'' said he. 

^ My mother repent it ?'' r^ed {sa- 
fari, with equal passion. ^ Had I been 
a man, no one diould have dared to in- 
sult her; as it is, we must submit : there 
is no danger in a oontenticMi with wo- 



M 



^ You are too vindidive^ IsaM^" said 
lady He iMUkoy. ^ 1 hmre aeted ao> 
cording to my oonscSenoe, and wlA abide 
by the oonsequenca** 

^^ I prayyom* pardon-^I would socxier 
die than oflbod you : but though a poor 
deftncekss ffirl, no one shall insult you 
with impifnity. So<Mier will I tiirow 
mysdf at the foot of the throne, and de- 
mand proteetion ftor the baroness Fits- 
waiter." 

In the pairton of the moment, lord De 
Launoy raised his luuid, but diking it, 

he 
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iie repfied-^^ Virago! I Mjotce my aem 
haft escaped tliee. Thy motlier bath 
often ttidtiiou mheritest thy fitther^sqa^ 
nt; if so, Ms was a giftfram helL" 

^' Perish tihe tongue that dares to say 
my fadier^s sphit came from hell !" an* 
aiwed she, with redosibled passion ; but 
flirugi^Dg with her emotion, she added, 
with pFOVoldng calmnesfr-^^ My fathor^s 
spirit was giv^n irons whei^'you, lord De 
Laun^, shaU never come.*' 

The weakness of the. baixmess made 
her unaiUe to bear Hie eoirtest; lAie there* 
fine peremptorily eemmanded Isabel to 
be silent 

After De Launoy'^ departure, Isabel 
mtneated her mother's pardqndTor her Te- 
hemenee; them, with great eandour, but 
many encomiums on Margaret's conn 
dnot> related the whole that had passed^ 
not e^nitring that the fiiar had been 
surom by the name of John De Hofiman 
en the triaL 

The baroness, on the wholes appeavtdl 

1 2 relieved 
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relieved by the recital, and embracing 
her, said — " My beloved child, that I 
took thy advice last night, I thank Hea- 
ven ! There is no doubt but all would 
have been allowed, for John De Hoff- 
man attended the king with thy father 
to England, and particularly served him. 
Yet how he should fall into the state in 
which we ever have known hina, surpass- 
es my belief: yet more, when ip Germany 
I understood the count De Hoffman wais 
then living at Bremen, though I sought 
no acquaintance with his family, from 
their former attachment to Blanch Stan- 
ley.'* 

*' Be he who he may, Austin or John 

De Hoffman," answered Isabel, ** it is 
only necessary to be acquainted with 
him to love him.'* 

'* On thee," said the baroness, mourn- 
fully, after a pause, *^ may perhaps &11 
the punishment due to my errors ; thou, 
in thy turn, may be oppressed by those 
who survive me." 

*^Fear 
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" Fear not for me. I trust you may 
yet be spared to my prayers. Margaret 
will have her right, and she will never 
wrong me." 

Thus did the truly affectionate Isabel 
sooth the mind of her erring and hither- 
to faulty parent, whom she had the satis- 
faction to see slept more composedly the 
ensuing night than for a considerable 
time before. 

On the evening previous to the trial, 
torn by the pangs of remorse, and a fear 
of detection, to which was added the un- 
feeling behaviour of lord De Launcy, 
the baroness had yielded to the prayers 
and tears of her daughter ; and though 
she did not avow destroying the lord 
Eitzwalter's will, confessed having se- 
creted to a considerable amount in money 
and jewels after his death, which she 
supposed' he meant for his daughter 
Margaret. Isabel, in consequence of 
this avowal, though not without extreme 

1 3 difficulty, 
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difiteiiUy» dbtained the discharge which 
she pres^ited to the king. 

LordDe Launcy» on learinghift lady, 
had retired to his house at Sheene^ where 
he was joined by his son. 

Margaret, according to her determina- 
tion of Ae day before, sat down to write 
to lady De Launcy; but, on mature 
consideration, preferred addressing her- 
self to Isabel. The letter ran thus : 



'^ MY DKAELY BBLOTSD ISABBL, 

^' To Heaven I return my un- 
feigned thanks for the cloud beiag widi*- 
drawn that has so long hung over me; 
yet my happiness must be incomf^ete, if 
I am for ever to be estranged from the 
family of my dear fhther. 

'^ Oh, my sister ! exert your influence 
with your mother : tdl her I thankfully 
acknowledge hei kindness in withdraw- 
ing her claim on the domain, not only on 

my 
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my own ceoouBt but on jrouft ; and that, 
if she will hereafter aoeept my duty, not 
eran youivdtf will more willingly pay it. 
^^ In a few days I depart for Germany, 
and shall be happy to oonrey your com- 
mands thither. Some matarial changes 
have taken place in the family of De 
Hoffi»an» but they are too Icmg to «iter 
on here— «one only infomiation excepted, 
which is, that in fiiar Austin you see 
yimr Other's dear and long-tried friend, 
the count De Hoffinan, who^ for some 
particular family reason^ kid down his 
tank and devoted himself to Heaven, as 
did ateo his countess, the lovely abbess 
Adelaide. 

'' That the lady De Launcy's health 

may be re$tQred is one of my warmest 

wishes; and with a thousand blessings on 

you» my dear Isabel, I subscribe myself, 

'^ Yo^ur afieetionafce sister, 

'" MaBOAEST FlTJ3WAi-tEm." 

« 

The friar and the dame both approved 

1 4 the 
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the contents, and Ferdinand was entrust- 
ed with the delivery. 

On reaching lord De Launcy's, Ferdi- 
nand requested to be introduced to the 
baroness; but being informed she saw 
no company, entreated to be admitted to 
the presence of the lady Isabel. 

Adomestie h.™,g Lv^edthe m^ 
sage, lady De Launcy desired her daugh- 
ter to attend the stranger. Isabel's sur- 
prise surpassed all bounds when on enter- 
ing the apartment she saw Ferdinand ; 
for though he had been present at the 
trial, she was too much engaged to think 
of aught but the particular subject in 
agitation. After paying his compli- 
ments, he presented Margaret's letter; 
and though at first, recollecting his 
abrupt departure from Bremen, she re- 
ceived him coldly, his altered looks and 
visible depression speedily banished a 
sentiment so unnatural to her. 

She hastily read Margaret's letter, and 
kissing it, said—** Tell her my mother 

is 
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is all I wish, and that I trust we shall 
meet hereafter in affection. But/' add- 
ed she, ^* I am so surrounded by won- 
ders, that I cannot avoid asking an ex- 
planation. Our dear Austin is, I find, 
the count De Hoffman, and the equally 
dear abbess his countess: how these, 
events are, I cannot comprehend." 

" Know you, sweet lady, that Leopold 
is his son ?" 

" His son !" repeated Isabel — " Im- 
possible!" 

" It is, indeed, most true ; my father, 
dying, revealed it to me." 

" If father Austin is count De Hoff- 
man, and Leopold in truth his son, who 
am I to consider you ?" 

^* An innocent intruder on another's 
name and fortune. My father was the 
count's younger brother." 

" Gracious Heaven ! may I not judge 
that this discovery occasioned your 
abrupt departure fix)m Bremen ?" 

** It did — ^nothing else could have torn 
me from the spot where all my happi- 

1 5 ness 
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n^B WM oantsred. I Hbw to )perfonA an 
act cf justice, and to nstore a detmring 
son to a despuring pnrent-^But the story 
is too kmg to inlaiide on foa now^ nor 
h&ve I sprits to relate it.^ 

^ I will not attend to it Sby only, 
in lessemng your fiirtune^ have yoa oon^ 
tracted your number of firiends ?^ 

** I flatter my sdf I have not. I have 
found a father and a brother in the count 
and his son/' 

" Then why look you so sad ? Your 
true firiends will now dbew that they 
esteemed you, not your goM/' 

^ Heaven is my witness tint I luient 
only the loss of fortune^ as I hoped to 
lay it at the feet of the woftfesn I krved," 

** What then^** repfied she» i&rewdly, 
*^ did you mean to buy her*'' 

*^ No, sweet maid, but my fortune wm 
then worthy her aceqptasMae: at present, 
I must teach my heart to forget her." 

<* Sheis avaridoua then ?" answierad fim* 

^ Not so ; but she merits more than 
FerdinaBd De Hofiman ]»th to offer.'' 

**Doth 
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<'Doth the? Thai you love Marga- 
ret?" 

<' I doN-*w a sister ; but there is one 
fiir more dear to my heart." 

** You have a bad taste then/' answer- 
ed she, more guly : ** but despait* not, 
all will end well. Are you again going 
to fly fidm your friends?'' 

*^ I fadieve not ; but overwhdmed in 
disgrace from some unpleasant circum- 
stances, Germany is beeome disagreeable 
to me," 

*^ You must change it for England 
tben: unmerited disgraod is no crime. 
Consult &ther Austin, and he will ad- 
vise you welL'* 

Ferdinand made no reply. 

'' Nay then," added shci << promise me 
you will not again adopt one of those 
utqpardonable ftncies, to leave your 
friends in solidtude for you.*^ 

*^ I have been the unhi^py cause al 
so much mischief, that no one hath a 
ri^ to be distressed on my aooount" 

1 6 At 
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At that moment a domestic entered, 
to say that lady De Launcy required 
her presence. — " Say to my mother, I 
come. — I pray you tell Margaret I will, 
if possible, write to her ; bear my best af- 
fection to all our friends, and say, often 
shall I wish myself in their society. For 
yourself, vex not the lady Adelaide any 
more with your private excursion^; and if 
you come to England, remember Isabel 
will be pleased to see you." 

" I will remember it, gentle maid, 
with pride and gratitude. Farewell ! 
may every wish of your heart be gratified, 
and a happiness equal to your deserts at- 
tend you !" 

Farewell !" holding out her hand. 

By the trial that has lately taken place, 
I am by at least two^thirds poorer than 
I was expected to be, yet am not I sad : 
on the contrary, I am happier for the 
change, nor do I expect my friends to 
love me less.". 

" So- fer can I coincide with you, that 

I also 
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1 also am happier for the diange, as 
what I possess now will be my own, and 
with justice." 

" Well then, rest satisfied. But I for- 
get my mother's commands. Once more 
farewell !" 

As she concluded, he pressed her hand 
to his lips, and left the apartment. 

On ifetuming to lady De Launcy, she 
gave her Margaret's letter. The for- 
bearance of the orphan, and the g^itle- 
ness with which she- spoke of one that 
had so greatly injured her, dwelt on her 
mind, which, already softened by the un- 
wearied attention of Isabel, was prepared 
to receive a better impression. 
^ On the foUowing mommg Isabel re- 
plied to Margaret's letter in terms of the 
warmest affection ; she spoke highly of 
her mother, and concluded by saying, 
that the only thing wanting to her peace 
was to see the small remnant of her fa- 
mily united in.thef bonds of love and 
unity. ' • . : 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



Anxiou«^ to read) Qennany* the fmr 
lp$t po time in obtaining the king^s per* 
mission for hi« son's absence; as also Mar* 
garef 8 ; aii4 all being prepared^ a small 
vessel was engiged, in wlupb M«?garet, 
with A)u^, tba father* hi« 40Q9 ^md xm^ 
phew, w^^re to 4f pari pr^yioiM to th«r 
quittwg England tfa^ ba4 mapjr int^Fr 

views with hooept Davi49 who r^W^ 
ais sinoer^ly m wy <»)e at the «r^9n's 
sueoess. Sk>^ WilMaw aod FepiiQand 
De Hofiinm loaded him with p^sents; 
and being Annished with a good horse, 
before tbefr departuce he took hii^ way 
to Northumberland* Maigawtend Alices 
on perting, ^look him wtunoAy by ^ 

handy and did not forget presents for 

Bridget, 
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Bridgefjt the former saying^*-'' My va- 
lued friend, I cannot now act according, 
to my wishes^ but I trust hereafter not 
to be ungrateful; in the mean tim^ I 
^itreat you may want for nothing-^I 
will endeavour to aupfdy you with the 
means." 

Two dayf after David'v departure, the 
fiiends embarked for Germany, and ibe 
wind proving fair, they speedily reached 
Baremen si s^ety* 

Hon^ever anxiow the fiw was to re* 
lieve the bosom of Addaide from the 
wi^ht thfit had so long oj^poressed it» he 
resolved to be AiUy assured before he 
todkthatstep; llMiieforoenlTUstii^ Alice 
and MargaiPet to be 0Qnvey^ to die con- 
vent \jf Ferdinmd, he, wilb his son* 
awaited 1m retutn. The abbess and her 
»ster reseived tbtfm with mingle, plea- 
sure and wMMkr; they bad no supposi^ 
tion of the business being so spwdBly 
tcmiiiatedf Md c^paaMly congnatu- 
hited both Margaret and Aliaa. N^^ther 

was 
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was tlieir joy less on seeing Ferdinand, 
though they treated him with more re- 
serve than usual. The first congratula- 
ti<His over, according to agreement, no 
word was Said respecting either the friar 
OF his son, until, the abbess asking warm- 
ly after them, Alice replied they were 
well, and if all answered to their wishes, 
they hoped to visit Bremen in a short 
time. 

The abbess then mentioned to Ferdi- 
nand the box she had received from 
G^eofrey, and asked if he would then 
have it returned? But declining the 
offer, he begged to be permitted to see 
them on the inorrow, and took his leave. 

Left to themselves, Alice and Marga^ 
ret related to the sisters every occurrence 
that had befallen them since they left St 
Mary's, exclusive of those wherein the 
friar, or his son or nephew, were con- 
cerned. 

In the mean while, Ferdinand joined 
the friar and his cousin, and they took 

their 
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their way to the Castle of De Hoffman. 
A course of years, sorrow, and change of 
drefss, had made such an alteration in the 
person of the count, that no one but 
those well ifcquainted with him would 
have recognized his features, which, the 
better to conceal, he covered in part with 
his cowl. On reaching the castle, the 
arrival of their young lord so unexpect- 
edly caused but a momentary w(»ider, 
for his sudden departure made them ex- 
pect his return to be the same. 

On entering the hall' of the castle, the 
friar, overcome by a variety of feelings, 
was obliged to lean for support on his 
son. Ferdinand saw his agitation, and 
pressed him to take sem^ refreshment ; 
but declining it, he entreated to be shewn 
to the apartment of Nicholas Deuhopt. 

" My dear unde," said Ferdinand, " I 
do not wonder at your impatience ; but 
suffer me for once to advise. I left him 
in the care of Geofiey, and it will be 
proper to question him respecting his 

conduct 
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emdnek during tlie time of my dbseiifie." 

This advioe wm too prudent not to be 
£iUiowed» and Geofirey was inuBiidiately 
called.--^'* Geofrty;' aaid Ferdiaaiid, '' I 
wish to be infomied of the oonduet of 
Deuhopt sttioe my departure. Speak 
tipenly befoM my fiiends ; no seoret r«- 
apecthig myself m hidden firom them^'' 

"" In truth, ray lord;' repUied Geofrey , 
'' be hath beha'red in a maimer not pro- 
per to repeat Mingled with blasphe- 
mies, he fanth ttU^ed the most soandal- 
ous ttei^ so that I ha^e thou^t fit to 
suffer no one but myself to see him. 
He wouU^ tf postabk^ hai^e made his es- 
Q9pe^ but I took good earn of that ; imd 
ulm anitstill oontmues lame^ and I hare 
no doubt always will, there was not 
much diffieulty .'' 

''Sttt what hath be said^ Geofiiey ?— 
pspeaft Itts words." 

^ ]% lord, some time at your leisure 
I wiU endeavour to recollect his fake- 
hoods." 

" Nay, 
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^' Nft^, Oeofirey, now; have I iiet told 
thee these aie my fiiands?^ 

" You have, my lord ; but these are 
words not fit to reveai to any but your- 
self." 

<< Honest 6eofrey» I ikank thy cau* 
tion* I must i^eak for thee : he hath 
seandalind my fiither?' 

^ Most vilfanoudy^ my lord." 

'' He hath said that I am not the 
rigfatfid heir of ihe domain of De Hoff* 
man ?" 

<' He hath, my kxd." 

*" That he oan prt)duoe the true heir?" 

^ Yes; but be bittedy cursed him as 
the cause of all his aorrows." 

^' Did he name him?" 

''No ; but he said— villain that he isF 
-Hmy late lord used means to k&l Mm." 

Ferdinand tmmed pale, andtiiefiiar 
rose.-^'' We bat lose time, my dear 
youth," said he. *• Suppose Geofrey was 
to introduce me, as one sent totpedc to 
him of the heinousness of his etimeg ?^ 

"As 
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** As you judge b^t," answered Fer- 
dinand. '^ Command Gec^y, he will 
obey." 

" I thank you. — Lead the way, my ho- 
nest fnend. Simply express my errand 
to him, and leave the rest to me." 

" I will, reverend father." 

So saying, Geofrey shewed him to tibe 
apartment of Deuhopt, which the fnar 
remarked was strongly secured on the 
outside. The bolts being withdrawn, 
they entered the chamber. 

" I bring you a good pcie&t," said Greo- 
frey^ addressing Deuhopt-^^^ the Virgin 
knows you want him. I pray ye con- 
fess your transgressions, re^ient your sins, 
and mend your life, for tiiere is much 
need." 

" I will no priest," replied Deuhopt 
" If I must to hell, he cannot save me : 
Ifaave.nothing to confess, and ask no 
pardon." 

,";Leave us," said • the firiar, in a low 
voifeOj to Gedfrey. 

The 
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The old man obeyed, and regardii^ 
Deuhopt from under his cowl, De Hoff- 
man was astonished at the change in his 
features, which habitual villany had ren- 
dered ferocious and hard as his heart. 
The friar spoke in a. loweir key thaii he 
was accustomed, in order to conceal his 
voice. — ^** I am informed," said he, " that 
thy crimes are of the darkest . dye, and 
conjure thee^ for the good of thy soul, to 
reveal them." 

I thank thee," replied Deuhopt^ 

but I am no priest-ridden fool. I have 
done nothing but what I can justify, and 
fear no man." 

** You are bold in iniquity," returned 
the friar. *^ Should you not fear to meet 
those you have most injured ? The ab- 
bess Adelaide, for example, or Johii De 
Hoffman?" 

'^ Who told thee, friar, that 1 had in- 
jured them? Goto! I ata not to be 
caught thus. The lady Addbide was 
always too holy for this world, and is 

now 






•Mr in the «tete moit bt&lii^ h€ar : for 
Ae eonmU he had his good qaalitica and 
his bad €iiei-*4us flesh fantib long ainoe 
fittened tiie wonoit of England, and hit 
bones lotted in ita day." 

As be eondudedy De HafiBnan thsew 
back his cowl, and fixed his ejres akpongly 
on bis &oe. Taken by sofprise, Deu- 
hasft started, his eyes appeared rivetted 
on the friar, his lofvw jaw drapped, ids 
oopper-ooloured akin became of a aickfy 
ydkiw, and he tiemUed univ«nUy. 

^ What ! is thy boasting sunk at onoe ?* 
mnined De Hoffisnn. ** Nay, villain, 
shake not thus: I am mortal Uke thy* 
sdf«««£iQd hath spared nae to bring fiiee 
to I the &te ihoo so justly deservesL 
nothing butainUand honest confession 
can in any manner extenuate thy guilt; 
therefore, if thou expectest merey , make 
it mthbut delay.'' 

'' Myk>rdl~myldNl!^ said Deuhopt, 
after a considerabfe pause, *^ |»-I knosr 
not your vriSL*" 

**My 
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** My will is to tew e^wy «ecret fr&m 
thy false heart Wfit thou give UttiHi 
without deky» or most the twture fbrce 
(hecD from thee?^ 

** My lojd, your brother——" 

^ Heaven pardon iykn l-^Proceed--> 
But first say, who is Leopold ?^ 

'* Your soD~^Acearsed be the ^y I 
BivolTed mj^Mixi rmn for him !* 

^ Accursed, indeed, I lew k is, to the 
guilty. All that remaps Sx <hee is aai 
ample omfession — ^make it, eoid I gjhre 
thee hope.'' 

Deuhopt thus enthralled, ivitkno (mA>- 
terfuge to esoape^ sunk, as vyietoson dis- 
covery usuaiy do, intq ^e extrense <tf 
oowardioe: he threw faimsetf on Ids 
knees and confessed all, hot omitting his 
stabbing Feidinaiid. 

However ihocked at the un&atund 
conduct of his brother, De HoCFioan saw 
file behaviour of his nephew in its pro- 
per view, »id having c^btained all posid- 

ble 
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Ue infonnation, he withdrew, leavuig 
Deuhopt in the care of Geofrey. 

Ferdinand, who had no doubt all 
would be discovered on De Hoffman's 
return, sat in trembling expectancy. 
His uncle was, however, too generous to 
inform him of the dark traits he had dis- 
covered of his father's character, but as- 
suming an air of composure, he said — 
" My dear nephew, one more satisfac- 
tion I must request, and then all my 
doubts will vanish. Could we not, think 
you, examme the coffin which is said to 
ocmtain my son's body ?" 

" Nothing more easy," answered Fer- 
dinand ; ^ it is placed in a vault under 
the chapel of the castle. I will attend 
you." 

*' No other witnesses are necessary but 
yourself and William," replied the friar. 
" I pray ye lead the way." 

So saying, with a lanthom they pri- 
vately adjourned to the chapel, where 

Ferdinand 



l>A.^^!m.^Jt^ 



OB, THE nun's story, 198 

Ferdinand taking the keys from a small 
oratory, they descended the steps that 
led to the vaults. Both the friar and 
his. son trembled, more particularly the 
latter, when they entered the silent and 
last retreat of their ancestors, for they 
regarded this essay as at once the confum- 
ation or destruction of their hopes. 

" I have unfortunately forgotten,*' said 
Ferdinand, " to bring something to 
wrench the coffin.*'- 

'* Stop ! we are, perhaps," said Wil- 
liam, " on the point of committing sa- 
crilege. Should really the true heir be 
here ^" 

" I am convmced he is not," answered 
Ferdinand. " Await my coming ; I will 
not delay." 

So saying, without reply he left them, 
and speedily returned with an iron crow 
proper for the purpose, and with as- 
sumed courage, for his hand trembled, 
forced the leaden cover of the coffin. 
The friar and his son both drew back, 
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but Ferdinand, raising ike toithom, oiied 
aloud-^'^ Come fxxwBid, a^d if y^e need 
more certainty, behold it ! Here is bo 
dbSidf nor any thing save wood and 
Hnen." 

The fruur ibua aso^rtained^ tfaey^ Be«> 
pkcad the coffin, and leaving' the vayb^ 
deposited the keys where they had found 
them, and returned to the castle* 

'^ My dear son," said the iriar, ^ I will 
hasten to St. Mary'ss— -Dame Alice AaXL 
pr^are Adelaide, wins with the bless- 
ing of Heaven, ^ali, before she slseps, 
embrace her son.^ 

" I rejoice,*' replied Ferdinand, ** that 
your doubts are dispersed." 

** They are, my good youth," anawered 
the friar. " But come — ^we lose time; 
it is seven o'clodc-~2U;ninetl^*gates will 
be shut" 

So saying, they proceeded to the con^ 
vent, but were informed at the gate- that 
they could not that evening aee any of 
the inmates, as all wojaid be* engaged in 

the 
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tbe chapel, it being Friday, on whidi 
ef^iung tbeire was always a peeuliar 
mass. 

^' My dear uncle/' md Ferdinand, 
^ on Friday evening my aunt Adelsdde 
has cxmstantly a solemn mass performed 
for the repose of her husband and c^ild ; 
it wiitt thei:efore be vain to attempt to 
hseak oa it". 

" AJas!" replied the friar, ''Fridi^ 
was indeed the &tal day ! Observe you, 
William, how your saint-like mother 
hath prayed for the dastroy'» oi her 
peace?" 

« I do— but much doth it move my 
wonder, that so long as I was in theoas- 
tl^ I never heard that the lady Adelaide 
was Goimtess De Hofiman, or indeed, any 
of the dureumstanees that have lately 
tcaaspired." 

^' The reason is simply this," replied 
Ferdinand. ^^ On my aunt's enteru^ 
the cooivrat, she reqjuested her rank 

K 2 might. 
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might, if possible, be forgotten ; and for 
every other event, it was carefully hush- 
ed in silence, and the particulars but im- 
perfectly known.** 

The friar appeared lost in thought. — 
" Might we not be permitted to attend 
the mass ?" at length said he. 

" My dear uncle, we undoubtedly 
might ; but it would be more than your 
fortitude could sustain. I have frequently 
been present, though no strangers are 
admitted." 

" Fear me not : we will retire to the 
comer of the chapel, where we shall be 
unobserved.** 

Ferdinand saw it was useless to con- 
tend ; he therefore led the way, and speak- 
ing to the portress at the gate he said — 
" Admit us, J pray you, to the chapel ; 
a good priest will, I know, be welcome, 
and for this youth, he is my near rela- 
tion.** 

The portress immediately opened the 

door. 
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door/and they entered, taking their places' 
in the most concealed comer they could 
select. 

The friar trembled so violently, that 
even Ferdinand and his son could scarce- 
ly support him. The torches were lighted, 
the altar hung with 'black, and the so- 
lemn music resounded, though the nuns 
had not yet entered the chapel. 

" We are too early," said Ferdinand ; 
" the service doth not begin till near 
nine."* 

** She hath chosen the hour, too, of the 
accursed deed," replied the friar. 

Soon after, the nuns began to enter, 
and to place ^hemselves on each side the 
altar, their V^ils thrown back and their 
hands raised^in prayer. Lastly came 
Adelaide and Clarice, their veils down ; 
and advancing in front of the altar, they 
knelt on the marble pavement, their 
hands crossed on their bosoms, and their 
heads bent to the earth. The violent 
emotion pf Adelaide was not unobs^erved 

]^ »^ by 
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by the intruders^ for though the])r eoald 
not see her, her sighs and tears readied 
them. 

The friar more than participated her 
grief; be groaned in angaish, and smote 
his bosom» when he contemplated the 
wife of his youth,* whom in spfte of 
his follies he had tenderly loved, thus 
self-devoted to sufi^ for his errors. 

Ferdinand, though he had before been 
(nresent, Mt it differently from what he 
had ever done ; he now considered the 
whole as his fathei's guilt, and shuddered 
to behold its effects. 

William De Hoffman's feelings csme 
nearer to those of his mother. He had 
been inrcdred in the sorrow without par«^ 
tidpating the guilt, and wanted only to 
wipe off her tears, to forget all his own 
suifFerings. 

The service was long and solenm. 
Margaret, as well as Isabel, had often 
been present, but merely understood it 
was performed for some deceased rela- 
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tion of the abbess ; but Margaret^ who 
now knew the re^ caufie, was so siift^rely 
affected) that it did not escapee the abbess 
unnotieed. 

Mass ovar^ aU withdrew., when Ferdi- 
nand, his unble^ and cousin, came forward. 
On the stone wh^re Addaide had knelt, 
the friar ^^ostrated himself^ and conti- 
nued in fervent pteyer till the bell gave 
notice that if any retnakied^ for them to 
leavt^ the c^fl{yeL 

" Ferdinand," said the flriar^ " not for 
the wwld beyond the mottling would I 
delay presentitig to my bdoyed Adelaide 
hw son; take the necessary means, thet^ 
fore, I conjure you." 

As they left the Chap^ Ferdinand 
spdke to Ihe p<^*tress-^'^ I pray you," 
said he, '^ late as the hour is, inforai the 
datne Alioe^ that ¥\erdmand De Hoff- 
man Wishes to speak tt> hist on business 
of the highest impoM^ I will not detain 
ker." 

The relationship Feidiiiand held to 

K 4 the 
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the abbess obtained what would other- 
wise have been denied, and the dame 
was immediately called — " Holy Mo^ 
therT said she, seeing the friar and bis 
son, who only stood at a short distance, 
" why have you ventm-ed hither ? Such 
a surprise would be fatal to the abbess." 

'* We mean not, dear dame, to alarm 
her — ^prepare her only for to-morrow 
morning. My unde is perfectly satis- 
fied respecting his son: Deuhopt hath 
confessed all." 

*' Heaven direct me in this cause, weak 
instrument that I am !" said Alice. *^ I 
will, be assured, do my best ; at present^ 
I pray ye depart." 

" We will. Good-night." 

So sa}dng, he joined his unde, and they 
returned to the castle. 

To sleep in .the friar's state of mind 
was impossible, but to prevent disturb- 
ing his son ^id nephew, he expressed a 
wish to retire, and passed the night in 
reflection and prayer. 

Alice, 
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Alice, in the mean time, had returned 
to the abbess, Clarice, and Margaret. 
The latter judged the message came 
from the castle, and ventured no com- 
ment; but Clarice speaking, said — ^* My 
good dame, you look hurried ; nothing, 
I hope, hath happened unpleasing to 
you?** 

^ No, lady : the messenger was your 
kind nephew. The friar and Leopold 
are at the castle.'' 

" Already !" said the abbess. " Surely 
such a sudden arrival was unexpected ? — 
I judge we shall see them to-morrow." 

•* You will, lady, in the chapel, after 
prayers. But it grows late. Methinks 
some good attends us, for my heart, 
though hurried, feels light. The saints 
protect you !" 

So saying, Alice left them, as did also 
Margaret. 

When they met at matins, Alice ap- 
proaching Clarice, said, in a low voice — 
** Lady, I must, if possible, see you alone ; 

K 5 I have 
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I have busiiiess of importance to com- 
mruiiicata*' 

Cknee» somewhat alarined, led the w«f 
to a private apartmentr-^** Dear dame^" 
said she, '^ you have at once excited my 
fear and wander. The m^nehc^y tbut 
bangs over Ferdinaad^ hia private de^ 
parture, all float on my memory r doth 
not your busineas respect hitti 7*' 

''Only in part««*-B«it fear rtotUmg; aUk 
well — sorrow is far froixf 3rou; I oidy 
ferar the extreme of pleasure^"^ 

By degrees tempered to battr the dia» 
closure^ Alice revealed the wonderivd 
story. Clarice looked at the dame^ and 
almost thou^bt her distmcted^ tiU by ofr 
ten repetition she ww ooftvineed to the 
coiatrary. 

'' Oh, my dear mother," at length said 
she, '' if thta be trae, and I bdiold my 
beloved brother dear from his eluld^ 
bloody methinks I shall die? wi^ plea- 
. sure. JiGm^ many yesHrs of bocm^w bath 
my &fiy entailed upcxn lmn!-^niel, 

cruel 
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erael Joseph! I ever thought fhee un- 
feeling, but never suspected td what an 
Wi^csnt— i-^" 

'• Iiadi'/' mtefrnpted AH(»» •* I pray 
you eaifefttUly dindose this ^ent to the 
aWbescr." 

*^ Oh, k k >iiq>d8»bIe^oy or sorrow 
waaM Iriteak out, and I idiould destroy 
hte witit tifi news by wMdi I meant to 
falAfis her. Noy noy dear aiid miteh re- 
speeted dame^ tsdce tliou the task ; and 
angels direet thy tengue to reveai it 
geiMj to ber care-wcmt heart !" 

^' Ijaely, I fear k at iek^ direct me.^ 

^^ I cannot; my senses afe in such 
e6iafui^!oii^ that ^ scttoriy think I am 
ffw^ake, I Bonst retire and compose my- 
itelf before I see bo*. Ill the meai« time, 
tdce Mahrgar^t; I wffl jbih you sis spee- 
dily as plisigible.'' 

Alk)6 Wodld fimifaaveprotraeted s^ak- 
mg ta ti« vkhew, but that she feared 
the arrival of Be Hoffinm befote idhe 
was prepared ; tfaetrefbre leaving Glance, 
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she with Margaret sought her in her 
chamber. 

" Most honoured lady," said she, "will 
you pardon a request I have to make? 
I have at this moment in my breast a 
secret of such magnitude that it must 
have vent. It is good, therefore fear not ; 
it concerns you nearly, and at tiie foot of 
the altar will I reveal it. Th^e, in the 
presence of the saints, have you nobly 
struggled with sorrow ; there, lady, give 
this young maid an example, with what 
equanimity a pious mind can bear plea^ 
sure, which, like sorrow, is here but 
transitory." 

" What meanest thou, dame ? The 
strong vicissitudes of sorrow and plea- 
sure have long been dead in my heart 
Joy, thou well knowest, is lost to me &r 
ever ; and even sorrow, methinks, is less- 
ened by perpetual tears. But lead the 
way : at the fbot of the holy altar I will 
attend to thee, and shall not, I trust, re- 
turn unimproved by thy example." 

Alice 
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: AMce obeyed in silence. On reacfaJsg 
the altar, Adelaide took her place ; the 
dame knelt by her side, as did also Mar<- 
garet. 

*^ This solemn preparation bespeaks 
much. Why smnmoned you not my 
sister Clarice ? But that curiosity is dead 
in my heart, you would awaken if 

'^ Lady, you have read and heard of 
miracles ; it is not impdssible but that 
one may be effected in your favour." 

^' True, good mother; but miracles 
are for sainted, though earthly spuits. 
Mine, alas ! is merely earthly, for it hath 
never ceased to wander after my mis- 
guided lord .and murdered child." 

" The Virgin inspire my tongue to 
teU the tale^ and you, lady, with forti- 
tude to hear it! D^n to answer me; 
and while I tear opmi your wounds, re- 
memba: I have a balm at hand to heal 
them, Who saw your infant dead ?" 

Adelaide shuddered at the question. 
— '' The count De Hoffiatian^ his own 

nurae, 
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** Lady, I grieve at your unbelief. By 
what means can I convince you of the 
truth ?»' 

" Alas ! by no mortal means. Thou 
mightest as well tell me that De Hoff- 
man has risen from his grave." 

" Lady, to add to your wonder, the 
count De Hoffman's body never yet 
knew the grave. In the best; the most 
pious of men, you will recognize him — 
in friar Austin, who for more than six- 
teen years hath known no bed but the 
damp earth, no foodbut vegetables, shell- ' 
fish, or eggs, no drink but water-^the 
supporter of the orphan, theeomfortei' of 
the widow, the friend of the poor, the 
scourge of the oppressor, and the kind 
leader of the way wai*d sinner. Can you 
refuse your pardon to such a man and 
husband? He comes with his^n in his 
hand — ^his son, only declared such -by the 
dying breath of his unele, the baron Jo- 
seph. Deuhpptis now a prisoner in the 
Castle of De Hoffrnan, and hath confessed 

the 
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the whole tiiith— Nay, bear up, I con- 
jure you, hdy ! Exert yourself— «you 
are at the foot of the altar, and are at 
once called upon as a mother ftnda wife." 

Adelaide's senses remained perfect, 
though some minutes elapsed before she 
could speak. At length she said — 
" Holy Virgin ! if this indeed be true, 
let my glad eyes once see them, and then 
I die contented." 

^' Oh, say not so, best beloved of all 
earthly beings !" exclaimed Austin, rush- 
ing forwards; ** To thy piouls prayers 
Heaven hath given back thy scxi— -see, 
he kneels, as doth the virtuous Ferdi- 
nand. — Nay, her eyes are lost in their 
sockets. Dame, Margaret, Clarice, d^ I 
pray ye, assist ! Oh ! she will die, and^ 
murderer that I am ! I, acemssed, ain 
doomed to slay her." 

" Peace ! peace, I pray you !" replied 
Alice ; ^' give her time and air ; tiiese 
strong surprises blow not over like a 
summer cloud.r-**Sweet lady, how &re 

you? 



" ^^ 
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ytM? Speak to ycmrscm'^hisiikittbeiin 
the seflT «f tbe troimd that faaUi se long 
Mpant6d you; Deuhopt is ready t6 wit- 
ness fak tdentity^^'Nhiiay) his gr^t Creator 
faaith BQUfked it in l^ble ehatiuH:!^:^ on 
hii ooontenance.*' 

Aielaide nywd her eyes^ tstd fix^ 
Hwdi tat a temmt on her son> then 
tttrtied them qoidc to her httsband.^-^ 
"< De Hoffman," said shev thtowing heir 
Skntt itmmd hiifi) '* gr«at liavt^ been our 
sOfflnngs h cfr e m i im y they he repsid 
fanmrftert" 

'< They to mfe ate tepaii wen htfe, 
Adelaide: I see thee fiving, and I see 
my soni** 

^Iwm hSia wo^'' said she; "^ my eyes 
iM dim^ dlid my head is ^ddy. Pkee 
him beftteme: as yet I have aeen no>. 
thing but thy changed feee and bending 

ffarta." 

Wimam kneh at her fbet ( she put him 
baoh with hto handw.'* Is this indeed 
my son?^' Gontintte} she, gaelng on him. 

" Repeat 



r 
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"^ Repot it> De Hofifaiah-^ttprat H^ 
dame-^-affirm i1^ Ferdinand— thsk I maif 
frem Icim to my hettrt^ and die with 

"* On my 1^ tb true^ rnott hbttomed 
kidy r rep^ FeitSnatid-^'' <&e lawfbl 
heir of the mnk I hate ianoomtly 
usurped, but the brother of my warmeit 
aflfection*'* 

^Oh f e^ieiaimed ^^ "^ ye fbroeme to 
believe ye, for UMtt give not aiwa^ their 
biitfariglit---Oh, tny i<m ! my wal rtt» 
ceive the emt^%u» of a mother, whoce 
heart ia labouiing tuMi a tibouMnd moL* 
ious thoughts r 

As she spoke^ she clasped llle youth ; 
but overrooie by sentfan^ts so new lai 
tmnsporting, he sunk semeifiss at Imt 
feet, grasping her hMids wildi MHMst id- 
ftction, 

Adelaide scraamed ak)ML«^^P«ar 

not," said Ferdinand, "^ he 1^81 Speedily 
revive; the pcm^ftd voitte of fiatuie 

alone 
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alone swells in his bosom too great for 
utterance.** 

Margaret, who had stood by bathed in 
tears, on sedng the state of William, 
knelt by his side. Her tears, mingled 
with those of Adelaide, bedewed his 
&ce, and in a few moments he recovered 
his recollection^ 

** Oh, my mother !" exclaimed he, 
— ** may I indeed call you so ?-^have I . 
really a mother, and such a mother that 
all the 'Wwld : might envy ? Receive, 
receive your son— let me hea,r your, 
voice ! Bless me, and I shall indeed be 
blest r* 

** The blessing of Heaven, of thy pa- 
rents, and of all good men, rest upon 
thee !" answered she. " But is it .pos- 
sible this goodly youth should he the in- 
fent whom, wrapped in my robe, I saw 
bathed in . blood, and strug^ting in the 
convulsions of death ?" 

*^ iiady^ your mind somewhat reliev- 
ed, 



OB, THE NUN^S STOBY. 218 

ed, you shall know all — every doubt 
shall be cleared," replied the dame. ^ 

*' Such was his fetHer, when he won 
my virgin heart," said Adelaide, gazing 
fondly on h^r son. — " Alii he was then 
called the graceful De HbASinan ; but 
dearer to me' is that pdlid visage and 
those sunken features with virtue, than 
all that wealth, youth, or:bea«ty, could 
give without it." 

As she spoke, she turned quickly from 
hfr son to her husband, and clasped him 
to her heart. » 

For some minutes neither spoke. At 
length De Hoffmap said—** Oh, Ade- 
laide ! at this altar our hands were uni- 
ted ; but this is the union of our hearts: 
Thou hast suffered much, but great shall 
be thy reward ; for if ever thy husband's 
soiil knoweth eternal rest, to thee^he will 
owe it." 

Adelaide laid her hand on her fore- 
head, as if recollecting-^" Where is ray 
sister T said she^ " Oh, long, long since, t 

' she 



fhe diulwiMwl roe not to l)d:mir|iri«ed at 
thesighik of Leopold, faeso gewHy v^ 
imibM De HoffiodBXi. Catt her, I pray 
3roiiFP-4et ha sbwe «fty joy." 

^ I «» h«i%.my sister/' «Mw^*ed Cla^ 
lioe, commg forward. *^ X have: almidgr 
few toy dear hvotberand n^ew; wbit^ 
iroti lyere engaged wilik ti^e dene, I ia^ 
tsedttoed tibem into the cbapeL" 

After some conversation^ they all be* 
came moK ooOeeted. A euieumstaotial 
aoeouBtof every ooeurrence irasi^veittQ 
the abbess, who by turns w^t oves hev 
8QD and hnsbaiid, prayed for. p9sd<ni for 
tke deceased oount,. embraced F^ndir. 
nand, and ealkd upon ha firi^nda tO'CXHir 
gaalaUttte her qn tiie happiness that suih 
miDited her. 

Attbe hour q£ separation som>w sadr 
dtraed ev^y &ce.— -'^ If thia day," said 
Adelaide, ^ I have sinned in suffering 
woddly concescns to banitii &oxa my 
vmd. the more monentous one o£ faea* 
¥w,.I tmst tbe b^y sainte lyiJlpity mj^ 

weakness, 
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ns^ttkness,^ mjA ktereede far nw. Ak ! 
na <9m but a teife wd 5 modMr, w1m» 
ba^ suffered as I have isme, and Ihma u 
imexpectodly relieved, can fimn. a piopor 



CHAFFER X V. 



De Hofiman and hfe son, with Ferdi- 
nand, retomed to the castle^ where, some 
days after, wJfch the concurrence of Adfe- 
fedde, the prhtdpal nobffity ctHie whole 
dty of Bremen were invited. To them 
Ferdinand uitroduced' his uncle and oou- 
shi, and infbnned them, as concerted be- 
fore, that for part])eular reasons, his hte &r 
ther had for a time assumed the rank and 
used the fortune of his unde, John De 
Ht^hian ; but that those reasons being 
now removed; he, Ferdinand, relinquish- 
ed the whole in fhvour of tile rightftd 

bar. 
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heir, William De HofBxian, hitherto 
only known by the name of Leopold 
Stanheim* Many present, notwith- 
standing the alteration in the count's 
features and person, recognized him ; 
and as no one could suppose Ferdinand 
would relinquish his right in favour of a 
stranger, they acknowledged the daim, 
tliough they could not but suppose some 
myst«ay lurked under it, which had hi- 
therto been concealed. . 

Fodinand having concluded, De Hofi- 
n[ian next spoke.—" My fnends," said 
he, " an alien from you fw many ye^rs, 
my heart gladdens once more to breathe 
the air of my native country. Both by my 
vows and inclination, however, shut from 
a oopyerse with the world, my estate and 
fojrtune descend to my son William, 
who is scarcely more dear to me than my 
nephew Ferdmand. The former and 
myselfhdve had some long conversations 
on the subject, and the result is, that as 
there are now but two remaining of the 

blood 
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blood of De Hoffman, that they equally 
share the property between them. Such 
is my son's will, and which I sanction 
with my approbation, praying Heaven 
to keep them till death in the same 
friendship that now unites them." 

Ferdinand spoke in contradiction to 
the will of the friar ; but the applause 
bestowed on the disinterested conduct of 
all parties obliged him at length to ac- 
quiesce, and a sumptuous entertain^ment 
concluded the whole. The friar, ''how- 
ever, r<rfused to share it. He constantly 
attisnded the service at St. Mary's, and 
saw Adelaide and his sister daily. 

The cautious and affectionate behavi- 
oQr of both De Hoffman and his son in 
8ome measure began to reconcile Ferdi- 
nand more to himself: his father's sh^e 
was concealed, or at most so imperfedtly 
known, and that to so few, that he hoped 
time would obliterate the remembrace of 
it, or, if the mystery remained, the crime 
be forgotten. 

VOL. IV 1. On 
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On the minds of all being somewhat 
tranquillized, the abbess witib her own 
hand wrote the full account to her unde 
the pope, requesting his benedicticm and 
countenance for her son and the gener- 
ous Ferdinand. 

In a moment of exultation and paren- 
tal fondness, William De Hoffman ven- 
tured to address his father in behalf of 
Deuhopt : his suit was long and unavail- 
ing, for he had not only his fkther to com- 
bat, but also his cousin, who warmly con- 
tended against him. The friar replied, 
that he could not answer tohis conscience 
letting loose such a villain oh the world ; 
but that, as for the vineyard purchased 
with the fruits of his iniquity, he couM 
wish it to remain in his &mily, as it 
might be the means of supporting his 
children in honest industry. — ^^ Had he 
made his escape,'' said De Hoflftnan, '^ I 
know not that I should have cMBied him 
to be pursued ; but to set him free I ne-^ 
verwill." 

WilliMn, 
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- W3feiin» who truly judged that the 
share Deuhopt had in the villany of his 
employer (De Hoffman) would for his 
own sakeforee him to silence, resolved to 
use means to assist his escape, and trust 
to his fitther's lenity for pardon ; he there- 
fore one evening, when De Hoffman and 
Ferdinand were engaged at St Mary's, 
called to Geofrey to conduct him to his 
prisoner, and then sending the old man 
on some trifling errand, addressing Deu- 
hopt, he said—" Thou^ your actions 
are such as call forth my utanost abhor- 
rence, yet I cannot forget that I have 
used to you the honoured name of fa- 
tlier. In vain of my justly*offended pa^ 
mit have I begged your release; he 
is deaf to my entreaties, and I hazard 
his displeasure by what I now attempt 
Come iortii; the night is dark*— fly this 
oily for ever, and repent your crimes, 
lest worse brfail you. T^^ my purse— -« 
it will be more than snffitMBA tp bear 

lS you 
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you home ; and Heaven forgive 3#u as I 
do !" 

Deuhopt could hardly believe his 
senses — the man he had most injured 
and cruelly treated for years, thus step- 
ping forth to save him ! He attempted 
to Express hisi thanks, but the youth pre- 
vented him. — " No words, I pray you— 
the subject will bear none. Away ! — 
you hazard by delay." 

So saying, he let him from the cham- 
ber, and fastened the door; then con- 
ducted him to the gate, which closing up- 
on him, he joined his father at St. Mary's. 

His agitation was visible, and being 
inquired into, he openl)'- confessed what 
he had done. The friar and Ferdinand 
both expressed their displeasure ; but the 
gentle Adelaide, who could find in the 
conduct of her son nothing more than 
one of those traits of mercy that parl^cii- 
larly distinguished her own character, 
presently became hip advocate, and pro- 
cured his pardon. 

Two 
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Two days after the happy meeting of 
the lady Adelaide and her hushand, 
William De Hoffman, in presence of 
Ferdinand, declared to the friar the state 
of both their hearts, in respect to the sis- 
ters, Margaret and Isabel, and in return 
received a promise of his utmost interest, 
if he found the maidens propitious to 
their wishes. — " To see," said he, " my 
two sons (for such I regard ye) espoused 
to the daughters of my beloved Fitzwal- 
ter, would, methinks, be the height of 
all my happiness. I will, however, ad- 
vise nothing, but simply name your 
wishes to Margaret at present, and to 
Isabel and her mother as speedily as may 
be." 

The friar was true to his promise : he 
communicated his son's desires to the la- 
dy Adelaide and Alice, the latter of 
whom replied, that she truly believed 
that if Margaret had any partiality be- 
yond the claims of friendship, it was for 
the youthful De Hoffman — " But," conti- 

• L 3 nued 
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nued she, ^^ she is naturally candid, and 
accustomed to reveal her most secret, 
thoughts to you — she will not now de- 
dine it ; I will therefore call heaa^ and the 
noble abbess will be kind enough to de- 
clare your .son's wishes to her." 

On Margaret's joining them, die ab- 
bess addressing her said — ** My love, I 
am a petitioner to you ; but if my peti- • 
tion meets not yom* good-will, I pray 
you reject it, for so much depends there- 
on, that nothing but your own will 
should direct you." 

" If you and my friends consider it 
for my good^ I shall be convinced ye are 
the best judges." 

" Not so," said De Hoffman : •* where 
the happiness of a whole life is concern- 
ed, the parties most interested must 
judge for themselves." ^ 

** Father," replied Margaret, ** what 
do you mean?" 

*^ He means, Margaret," said the ab- 
bess, '* that if your heart is disengaged, 

he 
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he would wish to give you a legal right 
to call him father : understand you that ?" 

" Dear lady !" returned Mar^ret, 
blushing. 

" My bdoved child," resumed the ab- 
bess, ** I oonjureyou to consider well your 
answer. To see my son and you happy 
would be to me the greatest of all earthly 
blessings ; but though he prefers you to 
all women, it doth not follow that you 
must liave the same partiality for him. 
Among the English youths some one may 
have touched your heart ; if so, hesitate 
not to declare it : I will still consider you 
as my daughter, an4 love you equally." 

** Lady," rephed Margaret, " I never 
yet saw a young man whom I could 
esteem so highly as your son." 

" Well then," a;nswered she, " we 
will talk farther hereafter. For myself 
I declare, that were I to select a daugh- 
ter from the whole world, it would be 
thyself." 

Margaret Ussed her hand, and be^ed 

L 4 leave 
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leave to retire, which being granted, De 
Hoffman left them to convey the news 
to his son. William, informed of his 
success, flew to return his thanks at the 
convent, and though Margaret at first re- 
ceived him with more constraint than 
usual, it speedily gave way to the most 
animating of all youthful reflections, that 
of loving and being beloved by a deserv- 
ing Ad universally-approved object. 

In the course of a month the lady ab- 
bess received a messenger from his holi- 
ness : he w^armly congratulated her on the 
change that had taken place, and as her 
vows and those of the count had been 
taken under a cruel and base deception, 
offered to disannul them; and tor the 
fortune of Eltzen, as a great part was set- 
tled on the convent of St. Mary, he com- 
manded it to be relinquished, as it had 
been given under the same deception, 
and to the injury of the rightful heir. 

The messenger was received with the 
highest honour ; but piety had taken too 

deep 
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deep a root in the hearts of both De 
Hofiman and his countess, to suffer them 
ever more to mix with the world ; they 
therefore respectfully declined his holi- 
ness's goodness, and on mature conside- 
ration, and after consulting with Wil- 
liam and Ferdinand, resolved, with the 
fortune of Eltzen, to repair, even from 
the foundation, the convent of St. Mary; 
and sdso, in memory of the dreanf of fa- 
ther John, to found a new monastery for 
twenty Franciscans, at the distance of a 
quarter of a mile. 

These determinations took place in the 
presence of the pope's messenger, before 
whom also the count invested his son a 
second time wiUi his title and half his 
fortune, the rest being secured to Ferdi- 
nand. The ambassador also was request- 
ed io beg his holiness's consent to the 
marriage of William De Hoffman with 
Margaret, and to grant them his bene-, 
diction. 

On the messenger's return to Rome, 

L 5 the 
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pope was so highly gratified by the 
conduct of De Hoffinan and his niece 
Adelaide, that he, without delay, wrote 
a letter in his own hand. He blessed 
Heaven for giving him sueh exemplary 
relatives, and in aid of their pious pur- 
pose, sent them a considerable sum to- 
wards bringing it to dSect To the 
young people he sent his benediction, 
and various rich jewels as tokens of his 
friendship ; and finally desired, when oc- 
casion served, to see them, with the vir- 
tuous Ferdinand, at Rome. 

This point arranged, De Hc^Bhian, as 
bound by every tie of gratitude and du- 
ty, resolved to depart for England, to 
cmve the king's permission for the mar- 
riage of his son with Margaret. Ferdi- 
nand, however, entreated to be deputed 
in his stead, and his offer being at length 
accepted, he was furnished with letters 
ft)r the king, the lord and lady Nevil, 
Isabel, and one particularly for lady De 
Launcy from Margaret, requesting her 

approbation 
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a{)probation cf her maniage to the son 
c£ her Other's dearest friend. Among 
all, David' was not forgotten. Not only 
letters, but money was sent him for his 
own use, and also to distribute among 
such of his poor neighbours as needed, 
witii a promise of seeing them speedily. 
Thus provided, Ferdinand departed 
a seeond time for England, grieved at 
leaving his friends, but in anxious hopes 
of not being an unwelcome vidtor to 
Isabel, to whose mother he also bore two 
letters, one from De Hoffman, and one 
from the lady Adelaide. 



CHAPTER XV. 



Fekdikand, on his arrival in London, 
paid his first duty to the king, who re- 
ceived him with distinguished kindness, 

l6 and 
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and reading the friar's letter said — ^* By 
my faith, I expected this. If my con- 
sent be necessary, they have it with my 
whole heart ; but I trust Margaret Fitz- 
walter will not forget that by the right 
of her father she is an Englishwoman." 

** Were it only that it is your grace's 
kingdom, she would be ungrateful in- 
deed to forget it," replied .Ferdinand. 
" She hath also h^e a sweet sister, to 
whom I bear letters, as also to the lady 
De Launcy, if she be living." 

" She is living, and, as I am told, bet- 
ter. The world speaks highly of the 
duty and attention of her daughter : but 
know ye not the lord De Launcy is 
dead?" 

" Did I understand your grace aright, 
that the baron is dead ?" 

" Truly is he, of an apoplexy, atSheene. 
Tht trial gave him much vexation, it is 
thought; but though I grieve at the 
loss of a useful servant, my convenience 
shall ever give way to justice." 
' The 
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The knowledge of lord De Laiincy's 
death rendered Ferdinand absent to every 
other subject ; he however was honoinred 
with a long audience, and the king ex* 
pressed a desire to see him again before 
his departure. 

On leaving the palace, Ferdinand made 
the most particular inquiries, and soon 
learned that the lord De LauiK^y had ^ 
been dead six weeks, a piece of inform- 
ation that caused him some wonder, as 
no news had reached Grermany to that 
eflfect. Losing, however, no time in con- 
jeeture, he hastened to the lady De 
Launcy 's, and was immediately admitted 
to Isabel, who, after questioning hitu re- 
specting all that had passed at Bremen, 
introduced him to her mother. 

Ferdinand found her relieved, in pai% 
from her illness, which originating in her 
fears of disgrace and shame, had subsMed 
since the cause was removed ^ but she 
was pale and worn, and her tenH>er sunk 
into a gravity, that made hef'i&ore re- 
spectable 
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speetable than she had heretofore been. 
The conduct of lord De Launcy in the 
lat^ 'event had shewn her that his attach- 
ment to her merely depended on her 
f<Mtune, while, on the contrary, that of 
her daughter, whom she had neglected, 
conciliated her esteern, apd farced her to 
acknowledge her worth. Isabel's ac- 
count of her friends in Germany had 
awakened lady De Launey's curiosity, 
she therefore immediately consented to 
see Ferdinand. Young, lively, and 
graceful, his appearance pleased her, 
while the marked respect ha paid her 
flattered her self-love. He presented 
Margaret's letter, and had tb^ satisfac- 
tion to ifind it received hetteit«ha» he ex- 
pected. She inyitedhim to see bar again, 
and as he would net appear Ifrtifusive, he 
prepared to depart 

** Permit me, lady," said he, " before 
I leave you, to ^resait two more lelters 
~-one from my honoured ^nele, the 
other from my aunt, the lady Adelaide ; 

they 
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they e^umestly wish your aoquaintaiiee. 
But 89 those letters also contain a request 
near to my heart as the life that warms 
it, I would fiiin not be present at the 
rea^ng ; for if the contents meet your 
displd^m^y I should be more severely 
wounded than I oould wish to appear in 
your presence.** 

So speaking, he laid the letters before 
her, and making his obeisance^ quitted 
the apartment The fiiar^s letter to lady 
De Launcy was worthy his rank and 
holy function. He spoke to her of her 
sickness in the most eonsolatcHy mann^, 
made no mention whatever of the former 
diss^isioD that had taken place between 
them, expressed his nephew's wishes re- 
I specting Isaixi, and finally amdiided by 
assuring her that it was his earnest wish 
to number the widow of the banm Fit2- 
walter among Ub Mends. 

The letter of Addaide was more ex- 
plicit She expressed her sorrow for the 
lady De Launey's hedith, and^ as in ge- 

neralj. 
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naral^ she understood her illness was ra- 
ther languor and extreme weakness than 
violent pain, invited her to Germany, 
where, she assured her, at the Castle of 
De Hofiman, no care nor attention would 
be wanting ; or, if she preferred occa- 
sionally being a guest at the convent, 
the whole sisterhood would be willing, 
-by all the means in their power, to alle- 
viate her sufferings. 

When lady De Launcy had read the 
letters, she reached them to Isabel, and 
bid her peruse them. The deep blushes 
that covered her cheeks, and her silence 
as she passed over that of the friar, con- 
vinced her mother the proposal was not 
disagreeable. On reading that of the 
abbess, she used no means to suppress her 
satisfaction — " OBest of women!" ex- 
claimed she, " would indeed we were 
with her ! — ^then do I truly think my dear 
mother would be well. You have no 
longer any thing to restrain you, and a 
short voyage might be salutary." ^ 

"And 
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" And is there no secondary motive 
for that wish, Isabel ?" 

** Can I have a dearer motive than a 
parent's welfare ?" answered Isabel. " I 
will not pretend to misunderstand you 
— I presume you mean Ferdinand ?" add- 
ed she, blushing : " but no man in the 
world is sufficiently interesting to me^ 
to make me wish a change of situation 
that I > thought unpleasant to my mo^ 
ther." 

" Isabel," replied she, "I cannot, from 
your conduct, disbelieve you : but your 
rejection of Richard De Launcy is now 
explained." 

•* I know not how — ^had Ferdinand 
never been bom, my sentiments of bim 
had been the same," 

Lady De Launcy, on mature consi- 
deration, was flattered by the attention 
paid her. It is true^ she could not dt 
once forget to regard De Hoffman as Iter 
enemy ; but her knowledge of his rank 
softened her asperity, and fa^r indina- 

tion 
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tiQB wavered» whetber to accept or reBise 
the invitation of the lady Adelaide. 

A few days before, a strict settlement 
had taken place between lady De Launcy 
and her son-in4aw; mutual discharges 
f idssed on both sides, though on his part 
with an iU grace. 

On the moiwiig suisceeding that in 
whid]i Ferdinand present^ the letters to 
lady De Launcy, he, with a palpitating 
heart, again attended her. She received 
him with kimdnessi but dedined, at once, 
^ving an ant w^ on so serious a point. 
Thet^ W9»% however, neither in her man- 
ner, nor in the looks of Isabel, aught to 
make I^im despair^. A$;lafdy De Launcy 
oonvearseck fiuoaiiyiarly wiAh him, he ven- 
tured to second his aunt's request of see- 
ic^ her in Germany ; and on her observ- 
ing that she prayed him to tell Margaret 
tihat she wished h&t all happiness in mar- 
riage, he added, waniily<^— ^^ Lady, woidd 
I hsd rhetoric sufficient to persuade you 
to be present on the occasion ! — the lady 

Margaret 
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Margaret is surrounded by the family of 
her destined husband, asnd the presence 
of her mother and sieber would indeed 
be welcome,'^ 

A deep Mush crossed lady De Liaun- 
cy*s fece, — ** From what I have heard 
froea Isabel, some very extraordinary 
events have lately taken place in your 
family ; will the marriage, therefore, be 
private or public ?" 

'' It will be public, and, as I should 
judge, magnificent ; for the pope's legate 
will be present for his holiness, and the 
lord Nevil for the king d[ England, 
whose consent I have obtained ; and the 
kidy Nevil kindly accompanies him." 

This intelligenoe was net without ef- 
fect — hdj De LauBbey fotttd a strength- 
ened inctinatioii to go. The fear of 
meeting the &i«r alone withhdd bar; 
but aitor Ferdkian^s departure^ a long 
and persuasive discourse taking place, 
she at length consulted to gratify Isabel, 
fay bdng pres^it. at her sister'^ marriage. 

This 
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This news communicated to Ferdi- 
nand, he expressedvthe utmost joy, and 
a vessel being provided for the lord and 
lady Nevil, he entreated her to take a 
part, which being consented to, Ferdi- 
nand took his leave of the king, and in 
a few days after they sailed for Grermany. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Never was surprise equal to that of the 
friends at Bremen, at the visit of lady 
De Launcy; for though she had been 
warmly invited, they sci^cely flattered 
themselves with the invitation being ac- 
cepted. The death of lord De Launcy 
also astonished them, though they could 
not but think it a circumstance in favour 
of Isabel. 

The reception of lady De Launcy was 
kind, beyond her utmost hopes. The 

abbess 



r 
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abbess received her with every honour 
that her retired state could bestow; 
while Isabel, wild tvith joy, embraced 
ev^ry one she met. Margaret, on being 
introduced to lady De Launcy, tendered 
her a daughter's duty, by kneeling at her 
feet, a condescension that covered her 
heretofore-unkind mother-in-law with 
blushes. But her greatest trial was the 
meeting with the friar : he, however, on 
her attempting an apology for what had 
passed, said — " Sister, I pray ye, let all 
be forgotten; if you have erred, I have 
not been spotless — and at our great ac- 
count, I trust we shall both be foi^iven. 
— Happy indeed is the soul which passes 
through the fiery trial of life unconta- 
minated; but no less blessed is that 
which struggles nobly, and returns to 
the paths of rectitude." 

After some time, a day was appointed 
for Margaret's marriage, and all being 
prepared, the ceremony took place in 
St. Mary's chqieL The conduct of all 

was 
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was solenm ; but the aamnated featuMB 
of the youoog oount De Hoffioaan plaudgr 
shewed the tiansport tbkt reigned wi&- 
hi hk breast The solemnity over, he 
saluted his beauteous bride, and pcesent^ 
ing her to his inotlier» he said-**-'* Oh ! ye 
two best and most beloved of women, le^ 
ceive my thaftks and warmest duty ; and 
Heaven grant that I may never be less 
sensible of my happiness than at this 
moment" 

/They then knelt and received the 
blesdng of De Hofiman, the abbess, sis- 
^ter Choice, the pope's legate, and the 
lady De Launcy. The young count 
then, leading his bride, knelt at the feet 
of the dame.—*' Bless us, my dear and 
venerable mother!'' said Margaret; '*widi- 
out yoitr Uessing, my happiness muist be 
incomplete." 

Alice dropped on her knees. She 
raised her eyes to heaven. ** The Virgin, 
of her goodness," exdaimed she, *' bestow 
her blessing on this union ! May hap* 

piness 



I 
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piness and virtue increase with jeatSf 
until, after a life iff imbleimshed r^i- 
tude, ye be siAtched at once to thflt 
world, where there is neither i^mstjge 
nor giving m marriage, there to receive 
a recompense of nevet-encHng joy!-^ 
And ye, blessed spirits of the noble Fitz* 
waiter and the gentie Bliinehr added 
she, ^' may ye be permitted fbr a tnoi- 
ment to Jook upon this marriage ! — tnay 
ye know the honest tliutiiph of my^sottl, 
and the heartfidt gratitude that waArttis 
my bosom, while ^I aieknowli^ge th^ 
goodness of Heaven, in sui9[bl?fog my 
years to be prolonged till tiiiis blessed in- 
stantr 

Margaret embraced the dame, and 
bathed her face with her teats; the count 
saluted her venerable cbei^k; when Isa- 
bel, throwing herself info Margaret*s 
anns,med— " Happy, huppyinay yMi fee, 
my sister ! and in your^ jeiUftiey* through 
life, may Bvery one be ds sennil^e^ ybur 
merit aa I am !" 

Margaret 



X 



240 ST. MAEOAEET'S CAVE ; 

Margaret warmly returned her sister's 
embrace; and mutual congratulatidns 
having passed, they adjourned to an 

pope's legate then, in the presence of the 
company, and in his holiness's name, 
made the bride many noble presents ; he 
also gave the fiiar a paper, in iiis holi- 
ness's own writing. It empowered him. 
to fulfil his pious intuitions respecting 
a monastery for thirty, instead of twenty 
Franciscans, and nominated him abbot 
thereof, with a perpetual gift of the same 
in his family. In the convent of St: 
Mary, he made the same regulation, 
with several particular immunities for 
ever. 

The friar having returned his thanks, 
lord Nevil next spoke — "The king, my 
master," said he, ^^ by me, wishes all hap- 
piness to the bridegroom and his fair 
bride, and presents her, not only in me- 
mory of the worth of her brave father, 
but for her own modest and candid be- 
haviour. 
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faaviour^ with this casket of jewels, which 
•he prays her to wear for. his sake. He 
.also wills me to say, without oflFence, 
that should, as he hopes, more than one 
son crown this marriage, he will renew, 
in the second son, the name, title, and 
arms, unquartered, of the haron Fitzr 
waiter, and the same to his heirs for 



ever." 



LordNevil ceased; but Margaret trem- 
bled so violently, that she could scarcely 
take the casket, much less reply, but by 
^ bowing her head lowly. 

To the surprise of all, lady De Launcy 
next spoke ; her pride awakened by such 
examples, and willing to convince her new 
friends that she could be generous, she 
said — *^ Margaret hath called me mother, 
and that I may prove I accept the name, 
J give Up from this iKmr all claim on the 
domain of Fitzwalter, as shall also Issv 
bel, as I have sufficient wealth to make 
her portion equal to her elder sister." 

If all had admired the generosity of 
VOL. IV. M the 






^tlie pope, ana of iWIHrig ^E!l^8ff«, 
Hhat of ^he lafly ©e ' lAittCj^ 



')&qual Admiration : ^1 m)|$la»a^ 'lAT'lh 
^!he liighest terms, *while Mbel 'ichiH^ 
•round her, and, i^egarffles^ 6f ttW'^^ftr:^ 
pany, «peat«aiy kissfeid Iter ^fiaftfte aiwl 
'cheekir. . * '^ 

A ptiblic tejdidhg 6f setet^l a*f^*t««5k 
place at the Castle of De Hoffman jlWft 
dll accounted it ^ihe Ifej^Jpie^t *tini6 *ve^ich 
nvas'spent at'the convent. 

I'he alfHuehce of the ikmily 6f "^Se 
Hoffman, and its great and honblira'He 
connexions, ^sodn 'gained the ^pprohsNion 
•of lady Deliauncy; and ?Per8l«aftd^s 
admitted ah ticknowledged lb*^er to the 
4ady Isabel forthitee moiifts, ttfteri*^ich 
4he manrtage was*to take ]^Iace, .' 

Daring this period 'an eveht nsa^h^ 
them, whi6h strongly ex^iiijpttfte^^'thdt 
the 'justice of heaven, though islaW^ to 
punish, is sure to fall. The villain JW^*- 
hopt, in passing ttewngti a ferge ^foipteslriti 
his trtiy.'home, had been attacked b5?»twa 

'hungry 



IW^lPT !^'^^^^^^ho had so severely bit- 
l^^r^od topn biEi, .4hat he was scacoely 
iHlmw Ktfaeii w^oe '^sottntiymen casually 
^jwai^iig, t^^ued hka. Tkej bore biw 
^.tbeir hut, where the next day jie died, 
1)i^ging them 'With Us last hrpath to 
hasten to Bremen, and in his name im- 
^pldre the -ocmnt I>e Bbffman's pardcm, 
•(though he mentioned not for what)» or 
'bk soul eouM not otherwise rest, giwng 
them "for that purpose what money he 
had remaming. Not only all foi^ve, 
but prayed for -Mm ; and sending : back 
the messenger with a proper reward, 
they also entrusted him with a sum for 
4he widow and ehil&en^of.Deuhopt. 

Three months, which by Ferdiaand's 
computation was three years, at length 
'^psedy «nd he -reoc' ved the hand of Isa- 
^\, with every distin^€m and honour 
tiiat the family of De HelSaaan could be- 
stow. 

The vejolcing over, it was deemed ne** 
eesaaiy fw the yeiuig count De Hc(ff. 

M 3 man 
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man and his ooim^ess to vi^^l^^ni^^ 
The iKar, thougl^ ; unwittwgf: Ip.Ufgi^ 
Germany, reafolved to ^aqe(mipiin]Ei $^W9^ 
but the dwae dedin&d it .ftpiii h^fi ^ JBr 
iireasing years. \ !» » Jr* 

. Lady De Launcy gav^M^ve^^tp ^^i^ 
Ifceat joy, that wha» they r^turDi^^, . the 
dust of Fitz waiter should be hroughtiG$i^, 
and placed, according to his desire, iaSt 
Mary's. AH Btrxom^ they, sailed for 

England, and affS^pleasantas^ speedy 
ycSyage^ reached the port of Newes^stlcr 

David, who regularly heardJ^m Gktr- 
many, was- apprised of their ai:riyal. £^ 
had already informed the vassal of their 
lady 'js marriage, and tl>ey had. r^coced 
aecardoigly ; but now to see heir ^Pf^lg 
them was a satisfaction be]^>)id all 
bounds. They watched alt^^;i^ly,^^ 
days; and no sooner heard of the>^rr^y^ 
:oF the ves$(^l tl^at bore tbem,^ ^h^^ ip a 
body they hastened to i;>eet them, j4^* 
ting Oft instruments, . ^ng^, da^qi^, 
alapping tMr hands^ andrtf^ti^jing tjt^jr 

V . joy 



jl^^by^;6vety Aietlns that tinvitUted and 
|4«eftir agfeitton ^uld devise. David, 
Ife^vei: ivlffing to accompany them, re- 
liikiried at • tfie - cai^ ; for his great age^ 
had rendered the journey to Londaa 
very v^earisome to him, and he feared 
diilabling himself from bidding his be* 
loved lady welcome. -• 

' Smrrbunded by the shouts of the vaa- 
sals, they at l^gth reached the castle ; but 
leaVitig their horses, had walked for the 
la^t mile. The friar walked first ; the 
^utit De Hoffman and Margaret fol- 
lowed ; and lastly, the attendants they 
teooght with them. 

'The friar, as he passed forward, shook 
hafids and blessed his old flock, who knelt 
tb receive his benediction, echoing fordi 
-their ^nks to Heaven for preserving 
lilm through so many dangers.' 
' 'Oii readbing the castle, kU the gates 
were opened wide ; gladness dwelt on 
^very £ice,and in the outward court stood 
^die vei:KlraUe David, who, however, 

M 3 dropped 
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dropped upcxi his knees as tbeytetCTi^ 
--^" Praised be Heaven !" said he al0u4»- 
** I have not lived in vain ; zny eye&ha^ 
seen the poMrer of my Cr^eator. Thcj 
lightfiil owner comes^ and I ^hall dej]^ 
in peace." . 

The friar shook DifVid heartily by the 
hand, and asked after bis Iiealth ; butihe 
old man's feeMngs were too gr es^ for ut-^ 
teranee. The young eount next address- 
%d him-i-*^ My good Dairid, witt you nof 
gpeak to us ?" said he. /^ Ske the child d 
your affection, and liie idolzed wife oC 
mine. Your blessing yftik be weloraie; 
give it her, my friend.** 

David's heart wa» yet too tti3ik\ he 
grasped the coonf a hand» but mad^ no 
peply — '' My dear* David^' s£dd M«(ga- 
ret, **1 conjure yoa speak to Die: we 
parted as father and danagfater — so let da 
meet" As she spoke she clasped hia ve- 
nerable neck, and sahited his cheek. 

Had not tears rushed forth to ease thie 
old man's labouring hearty his bosom. 

would 






Wi^me! a thQusai^Up3bes,M«slc9i|ae,!.r«. 
i3^s^^^& lA ttie, y^ar b? .this,bl/espe4, on 
which th^ d^r ajid bdQv^ d^ pf iq)^. 

-ra^b ! *wef Itandhp!i40vii;e4. nijsl;i:esp !" s^^. 
ed 1^§, .a^e? a^{>»»se, " you w^ r^eoor. 
"^ »<*«* 8^9n4sp-^yqi}r dxjy e i?. s^ a^d, 
4u»)^l^ r^uri^^i ^t th^ nu?sl; gei?tl.^<. ^ 
ali <j^(?.ye?: i^ ^w l?*ck in, ypm: precioos, 

self." 

.. Xranquillityt ^Qin^f whi^ EQ^tpced, lihey 
^9i^^ thfrCfl^tJjB, vr^^ t;l!»ey fPMnd all 
|^)G^l9rie4 ^ th«jT Te<B?p^oB. and, v?3ry 

S^idpcif days, »ft^ th^ Y^ss^I^. were ^iV^ 
Q^ffe^ tQ. ^^nd i^t t\i^ c^tle^ w^^n, 
]9l|!(iy^(ar^ bers^ informed tl^em, that, all, 
s^^H^ <4. ^m^^ Mfoi^d b^ forgiyen,^ 
a^ s\jfC9ii liimi^sWdl tl^q^je t^j^^. needed, 
fiscp;^, .|^i|£9ftim%, oar o%h^ distr^^ful 

M 4 ard 
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atd of the whole domain) and cbrdensd till 
thfer poor to be employed In TepeiAng'^& 
ciiapel of St. Margaret, against her t^. 
turn iJle ensuing year. 
; After a stay of tw6 months the-fHar^' 
his son, and the csountess, left Korthtrm- 
berland, bearing with them the remaiM 
of the baron Fitzwalter. The voyage^ 
was moumftil but prosperous, for they 
speedily reached Grermany, whete they 
were received with transport ; and all.be<* 
ing prepared, -with befitting Solemnity^ . 
the ashes of Fitzwalter were deposited'by . 
those of his beloved Bkmch. ' • . ^ 

The friar then immediately began to' 
fulfil his design of building a monaster}!^, 
as did also the lady Adelsdde ctf^pepairinig 
the convent of St. Mary; but eight 
months had scarcely- elapsed nhce ^ar» 
garet left* England, before they m&re 
ealled back to vroildly thoughts, for to- 
their great joy she gave birth to a wm^^ 
who was named John» aflsef his graiidfa* 
tUer. Her' health re-established^ ifrilk' 

h^ 



JkferVlwd, Ferdinand, aabd IsibeU she vV 
j^liad Bonoew and pi^d her-aaty to- thfe: 
p^)^^ M^o jpeeeived tK^m with dktiri<^ 
guished kindness. Anxious to see liei? 
loends and ber.babe, who was left in the 
cffft oPihe ^bbesd' and the dame, she fed 
turned to Br^nen i but, after a stay ^ol 
feur: months, ag^ took, a'' yoy*ge to 
Elnglandi onboard a vessel bound to Lon* 
^0iu ' Hafvihg tendered their duty and 
i9s^et to the king, and passed some 
We^ks Wfth tbelOTd and kdy Nevil, they 

^tirney^ to - North limbetfand,^ where 
Margferef s li^fijltb being pi^e6afious, her 
Idrd^obUged her tto-stay sev^en months, 
^unngwhichperidd shegavebirth to a se* 
oend-son, to be* present* at whose bsqpfism 
Iheiriar eame from Oerftiany. He wik» 

. nacmed William Henry, and the lofA 
Kevil stood sponsor for the king, wfa^- 
eteated him^ aGCdrding to his promisi^ 
karon Fitawalter. . ^ 
< On the ^count De Ho£Ehian and his f»^ 
nily's return to l^men, they found the^ 
' * lady 



gjwtiy, in QRna^wn^ ♦f vhwijbi i»p.pp«r, 

mawdnder of Her d«.ys t9 (^«q4 SbQ.f)^ 
-«lv«dta]ung. ik^ veU4:«oi](Qars : . li^. 1^ 

a^u»^tm. tbs^ fili4 «S«Qti«tt s^nM Mt 
sibow^ The iaanfy oC De Mo^ix^-fi^ 

afid r^p^, qo> tM Ql^ ^y* <XH»iM€sn^.^ 
-wiith swtiwr. €9wi«9i ik« ss^rV* Mijr Mil 
haAli, fait)i«fto b^^n^ a, pu<wit| «ft^.fa[g|K 

liJDit becatQ« ^ iftip^^ oi ^. Wvfy\ 
y^tifrel fo«w4 i,t i|i t^e r^life^ of giiMii) 
ao4 the 9xerQif« ^ piety." . 

The vepafatikwis of th^ oonvcapt q£ S^ 
Mory were completed <tnm Jlhwm 

this. 



i 



OE, TUV NUN*S STORY. 951; 

- Thisr maniiismpt was; wiittea at the 
request of the sister Adelaide De HoSr* 
mm^ abbess of St Mary, £3^ the benefit 
of her descendBnts^ ; and though^ whei^ ' 
iiiey read these pages, worms may hate 
etAkn her B»xi:sd. fleshy and her bones foe 
nBOuldered to thek native dust, yet hei* 
vdlce ealletli on them fi^om the tomb to 
wa£d» weH to their way s» that their conr* 
deienoe* sleep not ; foir ^'eadfull to the 
guilky isoul h if s awdkem»g. Let tbefSi 
hnift dat^^ and deatib j» the eauae 9i 
iTirtue, and feitr not ; for though t^Sfign^.. 
csrtUy bodies perifih^. their 90uJsf shall 
rest lift evedastii^ peacew 



The^remmnder of the inanuscript was' 
im another hand^ and of a wmdk later 



MaigMit, Qoimtesa De HofflaiiWv.waA 
iMtlier \s> two- a9&$»«id two^' dKiig^tMs^ 

Isabel» 
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Isabel/ baroness De Hoffrttan, to tlrifee 
sons and two daughters. The cMldt^h 
of both were educated with the greatti#t 
care — ^the boys under the inspection 
of the elder De HofFmati, the gitis un- 
der, the direction of the abbess Ad^ 
laide. The storms of misfortune that 
had for so many yeairs vexed the fii- 
milies of De Hoffman and Pitzwrfter 
appeared dispersed, for scarcely a' cloud 
interrupted their peace, but attaining a 
great age, they died, surrounded by th^ir 
children and their descendants. 

The count and Margaret passed nesir^ 
ly half their time in Northumberland, 
where their son William ever accompa-. 
niedthem, as that domain was accounted 
particularly his ; but after the death of 
king Henry the Seventh, which happen* 
ed in 1509, they visited London no 
more. 

, The sister Clarice lived to the age of 
sixty, uniformly cheerfiil and pious — ^tlie 
only difierence beings that, as befcHe, her 

whole 
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Vrbole cares were bestowed on the abbes^ 
.|;h^y wjerejriaw divided among the whole 
femily. , 

, I)4yid lived ten years beyond the pe- 
rH)d affixed for man's life to be labour 
Qpdi sorrow, and when death called, bold- 

• 

ly obeyed the summons, as having done 

}iis duty both as a man and a Christian. 

__ _-^ > 

The family of De Hoffman and that 
of Ferdinand ever remained united in 
jbhe strictest bonds of love and unity, 
and, actuated by one spirit of benevo- 
lence, knew no divided interest till 
death. 
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CONCLUSION. 

ft 

The baroness WacminstroQt Jstayii^ 
f>era9ed the contents of tiie iimtMft- 
script, returned it to the abbess. — 
" Dear sister Clare/' said she, " I 
thank you for the eicarople you .have 
given me in the vk tnous Adelaide ; 
he^ sorrows^ though they terminated 
haj^pily, were indeed severe/' 

*' Thiey were,"' replied the abbess ; 
*' and the abbot De Hoffman, though 
in his yoilth faulty, gave a proof of* 
sincere rectentance. The exemplary 
pair lie efitontbed together in the 
great cloister, as do also many of 
their descendants ; and to this time 
there is a rich bequest for moothly 

masses 




masses to be said for tlieir everlasting 
repose. The good dame 'rests by 
their «ide, as you will *«ee expressed 
Oil the marble : she attained tihe age 
lof eighty. Our family, though dis- 
persed in almost numberless braticlies, 
-both in England amdCxcrmany , hmh 
ifeejO' uncommonly prosperous, and, 
1 truirt, ^vill continue to deserve the 
protection of Heaven ; for however 
it may for a time afflidt, it is, I am 
iCOflVineed, for wise purposes. TMI^, 
young count De Hoffman, for exam- 
ple, had he been bred in affluence,^ 
might'have inherited, or rather have ^. 
yielded to, all the evil propensities of 
his father ; but his youtli curbed by 
severity, the seeds of vice were stifled 
ere they gained maturity ; and by 

the 
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tbe interposition of Providence in tlie 
person of friar John, the good was 
enabled to bring forth fruit, to the 
blessing of his friends and his owu 
everlasting happiness ; for he lived 
respected and died regretted by all 
good men, — Such, my dear baron- 
ess, may be our lives, and such their 
close. Let us endeavour to look 

* 

calmly on the past, and to the future 

with that hope which leads the 

» , •<• 

mourqing spirit to stretch its views 

beyond the narrow limits of this 
world, to thqse bright regions where 
sin and sorrow never enter, but all 
are encircled by peace and everlast- 
ing joy." 

FINIS. 
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